Setting the Stage for Chinese - Level 1 Extras

English translation of “Happy Chinese New Year”
Happy New Year, the new year is here;
Children light firecrackers —

Hear them crackle and bang!

Happy New Year, the new year is here;
Children laugh merrily —

It's the Year of the

Happy New Year, the new year is here;
All homes have been cleaned,

And signs hung for good luck.

Happy New Year, the new year is here;
Children wear new clothes,

And eat dumplings and cake.

Happy New Year, the new year is here;
The adults give red envelopes;

The children bow in thanks.

Happy New Year, the new year is here;
Everyone's in high spirits —

Good luck in the new year!



Costume and prop ideas for "Happy Chinese New Year"

1. Dressing Up:

Dress students in traditional Chinese costumes (contact a local Chinese Cultural Association for renting
costumes). If no costumes are available, students should wear new clothes in bright colors.

2. Making Paper Fireworks:

a. Find some thick and shiny red paper.

b. Cut the red paper into ten 4"x 6" pieces.

c. Roll the paper into 6"-long cylinders.

d. Stuff the cylinders with tissue paper.

e. Punch a hole through the side of each cylinder.

f. Thread firecrackers together using red string.
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http://my.cheng-tsui.com/files/New Year red envelopes.jpg

Costume and prop ideas for “The Ants and the Grasshopper”

Students can create their own headbands or use baseball caps to represent the ants and the grasshopper.
The ants can wear black baseball caps with two antennae, while the grasshopper can wear a green baseball
cap with two antennae.
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http://my.cheng-tsui.com/files/ants-grasshopper1.jpg

Costume and prop ideas for “The Little Tadpoles Look for Their Mother”

1. Create a headdress for Big Frog out of colored construction paper or soft foam.

2. Ask the students playing the roles of the small animals to create their own headdresses.
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http://my.cheng-tsui.com/files/frogheaddress_0.jpg

Costume and prop ideas for “The Turtle and the Hare”

1. Hare's headdress can be created by students.
2. Make two trees out of cardboard boxes. One will be a landmark for the starting point and the other a

landmark for the finish line. The two trees should not be tall; two students should be able to stand behind the
trees with their heads still visible.

REEE

FHEUHCERERE - RFHLHTECSH - HoER - BBRAREHERN - —PHER - — DK
™o WARKS - WWADZEIEENER - LBELR - MNEEZESRZ AR - 2ENR
BREENE  A2RE -



http://my.cheng-tsui.com/files/turtle-hare.jpg

Costumes and prop ideas for “The Turnip is Back”

1. Making Two Red Turnips:

a. Use paper to form the turnip's root.

b. Tape the root onto a paper mache ball.

c. Glue red strip tissue paper on the turnip.

d. Glue another coat of shiny red paper on the turnip.

e. Use green tissue paper to create the leaves of the turnip.

2. Making Houses:

A horse barn and rabbit den can be made from project display boards. Encourage students to use their
creativity and work together to create appropriate houses for the different pairs of animals. Having students
participate in the house-building process will build enthusiasm.
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http://my.cheng-tsui.com/files/turnips.jpg

