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d6 y% k8 w3 de xu*xi0o sh&nghu$

�� =�� !"#

  What subjects do you have today?

 ji* 

�� !"#$%&

 sh2xu* 

�� !"#$%�� 

  k8  

����� !"#$%

  k&xu*  Y%ngy1  m7ish2 

�� !"�� !"#

  l6sh5    d6l5  

�� !"#$�� 
 sh2xu* 

�� �� 

  k&xu* 

�� !"#$%
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  t9oy0n    y$uq^  sh^y0n 

�� !"#$%�� !"#$

t5ng  sh^y0n 

�� !"#$%&
 t9oy0n 

�� !"#$%

a t5ng

�� !"#$%

�� !

 k9o  de  z(o  t4u 

�� !"#$��
d* d*

�� ! "#��

�� !"

�� !"#$%%
ku0i bi*  ch^d0o 

�� !�� !�� !"

 k9osh6 

�� !"#$%
 k9o  de 

�� !"#$
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==
�� �� W �� W

�� �� �� �� �� 

�� �� �� �� �� ��

�� �� �� �� �� ��

�� �� �� �� �� ��

�� �� �� �� �� ��

�� �� �� �� �� ��

�� �� �� �� �� ��

�� �� �� �� �� ��

�=�
x6ng m^ng   D#ngp^ng

��� !�� !��� !
xi9om^ng

�� �� !"#$%�� !"#

��� ��� !"#$%&'(�
y%nyu8 t5y2

�� !"#�� �� �� !"#
t5y2

�� !"#$%&'��� !"#

�� ��� !"#$�� !"#

��� !"#$%
z(o

��� !" #$%&'�� !"#$�� !"#
t4u m9m9h!h! y%nyu8 t5y2

�� �� �� !"#$%%&&'�� !"#$%&

�� !"#
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Asking about school subjects

To ask about school subjects, use=��  sh*nme k8, =i.e.=�� !"#$%N5 j%nti(n y3u
sh*nme k8?=What subjects do you have today?=and=�� !"#$%Xi0 y6 ji* sh6 sh*nme
k8? What class is next period?=To answer both questions, replace=�� =sh*nme k8=with
the subject(s).

 k8 

=====�� !"#$%
 l6sh5   d6l5  ji(zh8ng   t5y2  

�� !"#$%&$'()*+,

=====�� !"#$%
Y%ngy1 k&xu*  H0ny1  m7ish2 

�� !"#$%&$'#()*+

=====�� !"#$%&
sh2xu* y%nyu8

�� !"#$"%&"'()*+,

ji*

=====�� !"#$%
ji* hu0xu*

�� !"#$

=====�� !"#$%& �� !"#$%

=====�� !"#$%&
 t9oy0n y%nyu8

�� !"#$%&

=====�� !"#$%&'
  t5y2  

�� !

Asking how someone did in a test

To ask how someone did in a test, use �� !"=k9o de z7nmey0ng,  i.e. �� !"#
�� N5 sh2xu* k9o de z7nmey0ng?  How was your maths test? To answer, replace ��
�=z7nmey0ng with the outcome of the test.

 k9o de

�� !"#$%&
z(o  t4u 

�� !"#$

�� !"#$%& �� !"#$

�� !"#$%&
m9m9h!h!

���� !"#$

�� !"#$%& �� !"#$

�� !"#$%&
t5ng

�� !"#$

�� !"#$%&
f&ich)ng

�� !"#$

Learn the sentences

✽

✽
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Write the characters

� � � � �
� � � � �
� � � � �
� � � � �
� � � � �

l$u
multi-storied building

sh6
room

x%n
new

zu4
to do

y8
course of study

y4ng
to use

h0n
name of a Chinese dynasty

w0ng
to forget

b(n
class

ji0o, ji(o
to teach

m7i
beautiful

y1
language

sh2
technique, art

k9o
to take/give a test

sh6
test, to try

l5
texture, reason, logic

d6
floor, earth, ground

sh2; sh1
numbers; to count

k&
science

y%ng
brave, elite

k8
lesson, subject

d6
(order)

xi0o
school

l6
experience

sh5
history

�� !"#
l9oh1

�� !"#$%&'(
m9m9h!h!

�� !"##$$%
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Something to know

School subjects and home classroom

High school students in China and Taiwan do not have many elective subjects and most of

them stay in their home classroom where they study and take their afternoon nap. It is only

when they need to use special equipment that they go to the chemistry laboratory, the

computer room or the kitchen. Senior high school students must choose either social science

or natural science as the focus of their future study. Those who choose the same field of

study will be placed in the same class and will share the same home classroom.

Radicals of Chinese characters

Chinese characters consist of one, two or more components. A radical is the basic

component of each character and it mostly relates to the meaning of the character. Some

characters are radicals themselves, while some contain a radical and other component(s). In

most cases, the other component(s) indicates the sound of the character. Although

components may not always be pronounced exactly the same in different characters, there is

always some degree of similarity. Some examples are:

Characters that are radicals:

�=n-I=�=y)nI=�=k3uI=�=r*nI=�=r6

Characters with the same radicals:

�=h9oI=�=t(I=�=m(I=�=ji7I=�=m8i=J=radical �=n-, woman

�=sh*iI=�=xi8I=�=q5ngI=�=g(iI=�=shu#I=�=hu0=J=radical �=E===F=y)nI=speech

�=maI=�=baI=�=neI=�=n9I=�=ch%I=�=h&=J=radical=�=k3uI=mouth

�=q^ngI=�=m^ngI=�=zu$=J=radical=�=r6I=sun

Characters with different radicals but with the same components and similar pronunciation:

�=m(I=�=ma=J component=�=m9

�=q^ngI=�=q5ng=J=component=�=q%ng

�=f0nI=�=b9n=J=component=�=f9n

It is essential to use the radical to find a character whose pronunciation is not known in the

dictionary. When the pronunciation is known, the quickest way to look up a character is to

use the Pinyin alphabetical listing. However, if the pronunciation is not known, the radical

and the number of strokes in the character are the aids used to find it in the dictionary. A list

of the radicals is in Appendix 1.

❀

❀


