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[:E: Learn the sentences Eg:]

Asking about school subjects

To ask about school subjects, use -4 it shénme ke, i.e. 55 KA1 4152 Nijintian you
shénme ke? What subjects do you have today? and T — 7 /2{1 418 ? Xia yijié shi shénme
ke? What class is next period? To answer both questions, replace {2 it shénme ke with

the subject(s).
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Asking how someone did in a test

To ask how someone did in a test, use % 15 /5 2 FF kdo de zénmeyang, i.e. /RE7%
2 ? Ni shuxué kdo de zénmeyang? How was your maths test? To answer, replace

K zénmeyang with the outcome of the test.
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@ [:E: Something to know E;:]

School subjects and home classroom

R ¥ (3)

High school students in China and Taiwan do not have many elective subjects and most of
them stay in their home classroom where they study and take their afternoon nap. It is only
when they need to use special equipment that they go to the chemistry laboratory, the
computer room or the kitchen. Senior high school students must choose either social science
or natural science as the focus of their future study. Those who choose the same field of

study will be placed in the same class and will share the same home classroom.

Radicals of Chinese characters

Chinese characters consist of one, two or more components. A radical is the basic
component of each character and it mostly relates to the meaning of the character. Some
characters are radicals themselves, while some contain a radical and other component(s). In
most cases, the other component(s) indicates the sound of the character. Although
components may not always be pronounced exactly the same in different characters, there is

always some degree of similarity. Some examples are:

Characters that are radicals:

4 nli, 2 yan, 2 kou, A rén, H ri

Characters with the same radicals:
¥ hdo, ¥ ta, 4% ma, 48 jié, ¥k méi - radical 4 nti, woman
i shéi, #t xié, #F qing, 3% gai, %L shud, #& hua - radical = (1) yan, speech
" ma, "% ba, %% ne, ¥k na, vz chi, "& hé - radical @ kou, mouth

K qing, Bl ming, #f zub - radical H ri, sun

Characters with different radicals but with the same components and similar pronunciation:
4% ma, "5 ma - component 5 ma
’ qing, # qing — component 7 ging
#& fan, #& ban - component 5 fan

It is essential to use the radical to find a character whose pronunciation is not known in the
dictionary. When the pronunciation is known, the quickest way to look up a character is to
use the Pinyin alphabetical listing. However, if the pronunciation is not known, the radical
and the number of strokes in the character are the aids used to find it in the dictionary. A list

of the radicals is in Appendix 1.
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