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Iﬁ Learn the sentences :]:]

Asking the date

To ask What’s the date today? say % KJ&JL HJL'5? Jintian shi ji yué ji hao? To answer,
replace the two question words JL ji with the number of the day and month. As 4> X jintian
is the subject of the sentence, it is placed at the beginning. The Chinese like to use the

concept of big to small. Dates begin with the month and then the day. In spoken Chinese,
the verb +& shi is often omitted, but can be used for emphasis.
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To ask about yesterday’s or tomorrow’s date, replace %K jintian with FEK zuétian or ]
X mingtian. In Chinese, as tense is shown by the time stated, i.e. yesterday or tomorrow,
the verb does not change for future or past tense.
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R % (2)
Asking the day of the week

To ask What day is it today? say % KJE A JL? Jintian shi xingqi ji? To answer, replace
JL ji with the number of the day. The Chinese use the numbers one to six for Monday to
Saturday and X tian or H ri for Sunday. Again, the verb /& shi is often omitted in spoken
Chinese. To ask about yesterday or tomorrow, replace %K jintian with #E X zuétian or /]

K mingtian. There is no need to change the verb for the past or future tense.
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Stating the date

To state a date, start with the year 4 nian, followed by the month H yué, the day H ri and
finally the day of the week & 1] xingqgi. H ri is a formal word used for a date. The Chinese
concept of big to small is shown here.
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@ ﬁ: Write the characters :]:';I
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shéng n jin yué
to be born, to give birth to day; sun present (time) month; moon
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hao zué ming dui cuo
date; number yesterday bright (light) right, correct wrong, incorrect
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xing q zhu kuai
star a period of time to wish (offer good wishes) fast happy, joyful
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