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Learning Objectives Relate & Get Ready

In this lesson, you will learn to: In your own culture/community:
Welcome a visitor Is it common to visit a friend’s place
Introduce one person to another without advance notice?

Be a gracious guest Do people bring anything when
Ask for beverages as a guest visiting a friend’s home?

Offer beverages to a visitor What food and drinks do hosts
Briefly describe a visit to a commonly offer guests?

friend’s place
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Visiting a Friend's Place

Dialogue

Wang Peng and Li You visit Gao Wenzhong and meet his sister, Gao Xiaoyin.

(The doorbell rings.)
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Pinyin Dialogue

(The doorbell rings.)

Shéi ya?
Shi wo, Wang Péng, hdi you Li You.
Qing jin, qing jin, kudi jin lai! Lai, wo jiéshdo
yi xid , zhe shi w jigjie, Gao Xidoyin.
Xidaoyin, ni hao. Rénshi ni hén gaoxing.
Reénshi nimen wo yé hén gaoxing.
2
Nimen jia hén da , yé hén pidoliang.
a
Shi ma? Qing zud, qing zuo.
3 b
Xidoyin, ni zai ndr gongzuo?
1
W6 zai xuéxiao gongzuo. Nimen xiang he dianr
shénme? He chd hdishi he kafei?
4
W6 he cha ba .
W0 yao yi ping kele, keyi ma?
Duibugi, women jia méi you kéle.

Na géi woyi bei shui ba.

Language Notes

2 R
7€ "2 (Shi ma?)
“Is that so?” or “Really?” It is a rhetorical
question here. This is a modest way to

respond to a compliment.

uﬂl‘ JL (ndr)
A question word meaning “where.” Do not

confuse it with AR JU (ndr) (there). “Here”
is 13X )L (zher).
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Vocabulary

Part of

No. Word Pinyin Speech Definition
4) 1 ‘:ﬁ' ya p (interjectory particle used to soften a question)
Audio
- 2 1‘# jin v to enter
Flashcards 3 :]‘k kuai adv/adj fast, quick; quickly
4 1‘# }I’i jin lai Ve to come in
5 ﬂ—’i lai v to come
6 41\ ég jieshdo v to introduce
7 — l: yi xid n+m once, a bit [See Grammar 1]
; ””8 —f -}E\L gaoxing adj\ happy, pleased
b = £ :
J 9 y = 70 || 77p1aolzi1g | adj ietty 1
A0 *LA Zud v to sit
1" /ZEE zai prep at, in, on [See Grammar 3.]
A | | y o 1 — — -
12 u}]]{ )L nar qpr. where
'v‘ [~ I~ R - R - R S S & F &
13 "%L’ i xuéxidgo—"  n school
14 Vt% he v to drink
15 c‘; )L dian(r) m a little, a bit, some [See Grammar 1]
ARDY
16 ?—’:\ cha n tea
7 g ]5 kafei n coffee
18 Ua ba p (a sentence-final particle) [See Grammar 4.]
19 % yao v to want
20 ﬂ:ﬁx ping m (measure word for bottled liquid, etc.)
21 \?I }j/“ kele n cola

China’s booming
soft drinks market
offers consumers a

variety of choices.
Can you identify
these flavors?
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Part of

No. Word Pinyin Speech Dﬂlition
22 BI 1/;( keyi mv can, may
O By AN R AT A
23 Zj ; Z'\ /Jfé duibugi v sorry
YN " s ¢ = =
24 I géi % to give
-2
25 ﬁﬂ; bei m (measure'word for things centained in a cup or glass)
1 M e N N W H o~ [ |
26 \ 7K shui nioos  water
= > et
27 ng /J\ % Gao Xidoyin  pn (a personal name)

— = P\

- X
KRB .
Wo xihuan he

Ni xithuan he shénme?
What do you like to drink?
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Grammar - . e
2 Adjectives as predicates using 1k (hén) (very)
1 Moderating tone of voice: — 'F (yz’xid) and ( .——> "‘J_\;‘ )L ([yi] di(inr) When an adjective functions as a predicate, it is not preceded by the verb & (shi) (to be). It is
usually modified by & (hén) (very)—as in (A), (B), (C), and (D)—or some other adverbial modifier.
Although usually translated as “very,” 4& (hén) is not quite as strong as its English equivalent when
Following a verb, both — F (yi xid) (iit. “once”) and  (—) % JU (il dignr) (“a bit”) can soften
not stressed. It acts as an affirmative indicator. When forming a question with an adjective as the
the tone of a question or an imperative sentence, making it more polite. When used in this way, ,
o o predicate, & (hén)is not used, as in (E) and (F).
—F (i xia) modifies the verb, while  (—) ,&.JU (lyil dignr) modifies the object.
A K AR L
L - SN 7 A 3’}(‘7/;\4 =] 7N o
A /LJ\ % T ’ 3\,5( 7\57’& éﬁ :E!?\ );[L ?
o L W0 jintian hén gaoxing.
Ni kan yi xid, zhe shi shéi de zhaopian?
I’'m very happy today.
Take a look. Whose photo is this?
28, B =
L r B 4‘@&*&*4& A aVAVES
B /LJ\ Z}:E‘ UD “é‘\ )L{‘]‘ /A ? ’
S = " Ta méimei hén pidoliang.
Ni xidng cht dianr shénme?
His younger sister is very pretty.
What would you like to eat?
27 4
Y A A R
o AREER=To R
o Na ge dianying hén hdao.
Ni jin lai yi xid.
That movie is very good.
Come in for a minute.
Lo L A g
> PR ol 3 D ’f'J\’ﬂ]/J‘\ Ko
D /{'J\ wl?l:} ,‘f":;\ )L(\\"E‘o El
o Nimen daxué hén da.
Ni he yi dianr chd ba.
Your university is very large.
Have some tea.
N2 N2 —— / —
) EXERCISES E| o IRFPFHFHG? n AR F .
Moderate the tone of these sentences by inserting ‘*‘—F or ("‘) ,!5\)[4. e .
More Ni didi gao ma? Ta hén gao.

exercises Use exercise 1as an example.

T RA e A — RA—THRGBA
> KA ey ) o IRRK K ? m RFEARK, AR

3 ,LJ,L: pi% U]bﬂ ;q]:_ 5 Ni jia da ma? WG jia bii da, hén xiao.

Is your house big? My house is not big; it's very small.

Is your younger brother tall? He is very tall.
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Chinese adjectives without /fE’c (hén) or any sort of modifier before them can often imply comparison

or contrast, as in (G) and (H).

6 ) o HHHH = 38 A IR AR ? A SRIR A

Jigjie mang hdishi meimei mdng? Meimei mdng.

Who's busier, the older sister or the younger sister? The younger sister is busier.

) P XIF, KA P LARAF

Gege de Zhongwén hao, wo de Zhongwén bii hdo.

My older brother’s Chinese is good. My Chinese is not good.

) EXERCISES

Use adjectives as predicates by inserting 4&. Use exercise 1as an example.
I T TN RNy
2 | RIRIRSR 24
i EARIPAY P T %o

More
exercises

(%))

The preposition /& (zii)(at,.in,.on)

f;l'—_ (zdi) is a verb in (A).

A) o REGPBATRILY A AR,

Wo de shii zai nar? Zai nar.

Where is my book? It's over there.

It is a preposition when a /ﬁ_ (zdi) + location” appears before a verb, as in (B), (C), and (D).

B| o AR ILTAE? a AR XL ITAE

Ni zdi nar gongzuo? W6 zai zher gongzuo.

Where do you work? | work here.

&

Q) REEAKRFEP L

W6 zai zhé ge daxué xué Zhongweén.

| study Chinese at this university.

o] RAAERXAELH.

W0 bii zai jia kan dianying.
| don’t watch movies at home.

EXERCISES ()

Form a question-and-answer about where each of the activities occurs, inserting /{;T—_ where
More

appropriate. Use exercise 1 as an example. exercises

" BEER bo% i3 F

— o GIEZAEIILHKIE? o AR,
> BFERERXANE KR 2FS LT K
: PR P EHIR O EIREK

The particle " (ba)

e, (ba) is a sentence-final particle often used to soften the tone of a command or suggestion.

a) AR ke, c) FEABAFE,

Ni heé kafei ba. Women tidgo wii ba.

Why don’t you have some coffee? Let’s dance.

B i AP

Qing jin lai ba.

Come in, please.
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° EXERCISES Language Practice

Soften the tone of these suggestions by inserting P&,. Use exercise 1 as an example.

1 AReg B LK o — AR & LK, A If you ask politely . . .
> BANNAREZHTEH o

3 ’deiZ}jiﬂ)%,t%Uﬁ%}% o

More
exercises

Complete the sentences by using "‘"F(yz’xici) to moderate the tone of voice, e.g.:

You’d like to see a picture of your brother’s girlfriend, so you ask him . . .

FF, BRAE—THRIXMAGRBE, 4F5°

p Gege, wo kan yi xid ni niipéngyou de zhaopian, hdo ma?
Gao Wenzhong just published a new post on Weibo ({#1&) (Weiba),

a popular Chinese microblogging platform. Based on his tone, can
you tell how he’s feeling? 1

N

You’d like your friend Little Bai to introduce you to Miss Li, so you say . . .

NE, RAEARS R, FHR o
X % K I:Fl Xido Bdi, wo xiang rénshi Li xidojié. Qing ni .

W 02-13 17:54 SRE {Phone Z P

‘ ' 2 You're at the doctor’s office for your appointment; the nurse tells you the doctor is

E%J:H}qjiizézg | jtl—%—y_(T ' %uﬂlg u/Zu;_'tv busy,'and asks you to take a seat, so she says.. . .
| =+ 37, ~
@HRE A, EAIAER FIL, i

R 1 e 7 79 Duibugi, yisheng xianzai you shir, qing ni )

i

3  Your roommateisstreaming analbum and stiggests that youfisten to it, so she says . . .

EAF IR AN o AR o

GET Zhe ge yinyue biicuo. Ni )
Real 4 Your teacher wants to talk to you after class and asks you to come with him, so he says . . .
witi CHINESE / Y y

BAEFILEM . R .

WG you shir zhdo ni. Ni
Chinese lanterns

are sometimes used

as advertisements.

What are these

ina? Characterize
Srerns QIEEnO. What do the characters mean?

: ) (1] (2]
What is the common radical?
* e B8

32

What does the radical mean? 7R é,\
N More

How does the radical relate to the characters
photo courtesy of overall meaning of the characters?
ShuWen Zhang
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What do you think?

INTERPERSONAL

In pairs, use the sentences to form questions about each other’s personal opinions. Answer in the

affirmative by inserting & (hén) in the <, and then in the negative, e.g.:

~

2 LFP IR IR

If people ask your opinion of Gao Wenzhong’s house,

Z P

Q: r—g‘j b ‘:P éﬁ %’Z 7—532
and you think Gao Wenzhong’s house is beautifully decorated (affirmative), you can say . . .
— ~ —_— 2 \“E —
A P8 KARIE 5T o
But, if you don’t think Gao’s house is beautifully decorated (negative), you can say . . .
— ~ —_— \“E —
A: rgjxtl? éﬁ KA oG o
1 ARA R A
L s 1=
0] ':3’-2’ e K

Gao Wenzhong de jia < pidoliang

Gao Wenzhong de jia pidoliang ma?

Gao Wenzhong de jia hén pidoliang.

Gao Wenzhong de jia bii pidoliang.

ni de yisheng < mang

2 ni de xuéxido < da

3 A é(] [2;‘] "%" % Fé‘.—g %‘% ni de tongxué < gaoxing
o TRAGE P 3[1% A7 de JioghT > hio

5 4R 89 B & s ni de shii < you yisi

Hanging out

INTERPERSONAL

Where are Wang Peng and Li You and what are they doing there? Use the visual information and

ij’: (zai) to form different answers to the question, e.g.:

k" IR FERETARA o

Wing Péng hé Li You zai xuéxido kan shii.

/\ m' PO

LI R EX 2 0.

lo

Then ask your classmates where they like to do certain activities, e.g.:

RE AR IUE B/ ATHS T F R

Ni xihuan zai nar kan shir/da qiii/ting yinyué?

May | offer you a refreshment?

In groups of five, act out a brief scenario. One of you is hosting a party for Gao Wenzhong,
Wang Peng, Li You, and Bai Ying'ai. Find out what your guests would like to drink, and have

them answer by using "& (ba), e.g.:

2 P, R

&0

3 5L 4 @ &8 Rl

W0 heé cha ba.

o
—__y S

Gao Wenzhong, ni xidng he didnr shénme?

- 8 :

Do you know everyone in your class?

Form a circle and take turns introducing the classmate on your right to the classmate on your left.

studenta  BRANLB— T, X2 o

W6 jieshao yi xia, zhe shi

Student B

Reénshi ni hén gaoxing. WG jieshdo yi xia, zhe shi

Student C

'LA'L/\/{ ?E(TE—J “\o %%:(‘4\

Rénshi ni hén gaoxing. W0 jieshdo yi xia, zhe shi

'I/A'b\/f 4?4T7 “\o ﬁ%]\/)\g""]:, 32(.7\%

B—T, XX
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May | offer you something else?

Form groups of three and role-play the following exchange:

Host /LJ/L://{' 'ﬂ] /u “\\}L4+

Ni/Nimen xidng he didnr shénme?

Guests ;}i pf% V& o
W6 he ba.

Apologize for not having that beverage and offer an alternative:

Host XRA, R . T A

Duibugi, méiyou . , kéyi ma?

The guests accept or ask for somethingelse:

Guests }JI& g{‘:\ﬁ‘ T 7};‘:/ "‘?ﬂi PELL

Na gei wo yi bei/yi ping ba.

Narrative

And the winner is . ..

In groups, interview your classmates-about what they like to drink. Have a representative from each
group record the results on the board, in a book, or on a computer, and another report the results to

the class. Tally the results from all groups and have someone announce the class’s favorite drinks.

= v 33
IREH A 4 (=R g
Ni xihuan he shénme? Ni xihuan he cha ma?

RE 3G 7] R iE
whn w2

Ni xihuan he kélé hdishi kafei? Ni xihuan he shui hdishi he cha?

" K8 A~

T =X
PE ok

b=
=
VX
=S

K]

At a Friend's Place

Wang Peng and Li You visited Gao Wenzhong and Gao Xiayon.

ERWLE, TMAELEH P >
KT L3 LP R, HATIAIR -

Video

>

T &SP, el B R
EFRGE FIE I, g TN
5%, BT AR A B
K BB T K, HAl—AF
XI) Ao, EPfa=iug b
+ o5t WE,

S

Pinyin Narrative

Zuotian wanshang, Wing Péng hé Li You qu Gao Wenzhong jia wanr. Zai Gao Wen-
5
de tishiigudn gongzuo. Ta qing Wang Péng hé_ cha, Wing Péng he le_lidng bei. Li You
bit he cha, zhi hé le yi béi shui. Tamen yiqi lido tianr, kan dianshi. Wing Péng hé Li You
6
wanshang shi‘ér dian cai  hui jia.

Language Note

"5 (he)

Unlike its English counterpart, "’% (he) always functions as a transitive verb,

i.e., unless it's clear from the context, the beverage has to be specified. Therefore,
Ao, w ”L’ "iaj (Ta changchdng he) is not a complete sentence unless the beverage

is understood; e.g., when it occurs as an affirmative answer to a question:

Q: ML v ek 2 A HEEE
Ta changchang he kafei ma? Ta changchdng he.
Does he often drink coffee? He often does.

aAneleN | spuald BullisiA | G uossa
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Vocabulary Grammar

- P f -
No. Word Pinyin S::ete?:h Definition
_ 5 The particle 7 () (I

" 1 f]@ ( }L) wan(r) v to have fun, to play - P ‘f ( ) ( )
Audio

2 ‘f le P (a dynamic particle) [See Grammar 5] The dynamic particle T (le) signifies : 1) the occurrence or completion of an action or event, or

o 3 @ ‘:Ff' /ig tishizgudn n library 2) the emergence of a situation. The action, event, or situation usually pertains to the past, but
sometimes it can refer to the future. Therefore T (le) is not a “past tense” marker and should not
4 — T yigi adv together be taken as the equivalent of the past tense in English. In this lesson, it indicates the occurrence

or completion of an action or event. It is usually used directly after a verb. In interrogative and

5 Hg]'l j‘:\ ( )L) lido tian(r) VO to chat

I}g‘j lido v to chat
tian n sky A /"7\71:\'!127 ’/&‘% W% T -—:—-7”: 7J< o

j‘ Jintian Mama he le san béi shui.
=]

declarative sentences, it sometimes appears after a verb and the object of the verb.

6 cai adv not until, only then [See Grammar 6.]
Mom drank three glasses of water today.
= g..}
v %& hui jid VO to go home OCCURRENCE OR COMPLETION OF AN ACTION, IN THE PAST.
\Q hui v to return S
=/ - ~E by 22
/ b Y b P b B i‘ﬁ}] 'J‘@iﬂ&p@‘f ﬂ:ﬁqp] /I%o
Xingqiyr Xido Gao ging wo he le yi ping kéle.
On Monday, Little Gao bought me a bottle of cola.
OCCURRENCE OR COMPLETION OF AN EVENT, IN THE PAST.
—— — — ——— — — /L’ ~
cl o FER W EIRFITER T B2
Zudtian wanshang ni qii dd qiii le ma?
Ni zai nar kan shit? Did you play ball last night?
OCCURRENCE OR COMPLETION OF AN EVENT, IN THE PAST, INTERROGATIVE
W0 zai kan shii.
A BERBE EREITRT S
Zuétian wanshang wo qii da qii le.
Characterize | went to play ball last night.

OCCURRENCE OR COMPLETION OF AN EVENT, IN THE PAST.

Enclosing o

| ) o o
O EQ T = It

(5
/ig o) MIRAKCLT WIREA LF o

Mingtian wo chi le wanfan qi kan dianying.

Which of these characters are formed with the pattern on the left?

Tomorrow I'll go see a movie after | eat dinner.
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More
characters

OCCURRENCE OR COMPLETION OF AN ACTION IN THE FIRST PART OF THE SENTENCE, IN THE FUTURE
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There is often a specific time phrase in a sentence with the dynamic particle T (le), such as:

. A~ X_(jmtian) (today) in (A) . H/F X W%t (zutian wanshang) (last night) in (C)

. 2 37— (xingqiyi) (Monday) in (B)
When T (le)is used between the verb and the object, the object is usually preceded by a modifier.
The following “numeral + measure word” is the most common type of modifier for the object:

. =R (san béi) (three cups/glasses) in (A) . — 3R, (vi ping) (one bottle) in (B)
If there are other phrases or sentences following the object of the first clause, then the object does

not need a modifier. See (D) above. This v T otv (o) structure can be used to depict a sequence

of actions regardless of the time of their occurrence.

If the object following ¥ (le) is a proper noun, it doesn’t need a modifier either. See (E).

e] REERA T KERKXEY , A/ YRIT,

W0 zudtian kan le «Xingqiii Dazhan», na ge dianying hén hdo.

| saw Star Wars yesterday. The movie was very good.

To say that an action did\not take place in the past, use 7% (75) (méi [youl) instead of
... T (bir...le)or /5"(*1‘ T (méiyou . .. le), as in the example below.

F] BERREANT F. @EREKRTHFRT . |

=)

OFER REATH AT o

Zuétian wo-bu ting-yinyué-le,
| didn’tlisten to music yesterday.

The following are examples of interrogative forms:

6| o MRYEAR T ™02 o IRYEAR T AP & K iEvE

Ni chi fan le ma? or Ni chi fan le méiyou? Wo méi chi.

Have you eaten? No, | haven't.

) o MR"8 T JUARK? n RF T —HRIK,

Ni he le ji bei shui? W0 heé le yi bei shui.

How many glasses of water did you drink? | drank one glass of water.

[}

EXERCISES ©

Rearrange the words to form a sentence by inserting T after the verb and before the numeral and

. More
measure word. Use exercise 1as an example. exercises

1 &R OB TR O — — EBT T R
> JLEE X A T+ E ¥ —
s BEAAXK AR A s

The adverb > (cdi) (not until)

The adverb ﬂ‘ (cdi) (not until) indicates the occurrence of an action or situation later than
the speaker expects. That lateness is perceived by the speaker, and is not necessarily objective, as

in (B) and (C). 7,]' (cdi) never takes the particle T (le), even if it pertains to a past action or situation.

n) R A RPERIR, Mo BE T R

Wo qing ta liu dian chi wanfan, ta-lite-dian ban cai lai.

| invited him out to dinner at six o’clock. He didn’t arrive until six-thirty.

s} e R ET AR R,

Xiao Gao-changchdang wanshang shi’erdidn cdi hui jia.

Little Gao often doesn’t come home until midnight.

c| buE _EIRWEA BEG

Ta wanshang hén wan cdi shui jido.

She goes to bed very late at night.

EXERCISES ()

Indicate perceived lateness by joining these sentences. Insert 7,]‘ where appropriate.

More

Use exercise 1as an example. exercises

T RS ELR. M B — 7 R,

— KAV ELIR, oS s —Z) ok,
: ENTEADR, TR+ 5T RK,
s BT EEITHR, KPP EFITI
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Language Practice
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You did what?

Little Gao has so much energy! He can do a lot in one day. Based on the images, recap what he did
yesterday by using ¥ (le), e.g.:

—_ N FHEEEY T ARk,

%
x4 e e
Xiao Gao zudtian he le si bei kafei.

1 2 'r”‘ s 3 4
x1 f@fﬁ x5 x4

Fashionably late!

Your roommate is a procrastinator and does everything later than you. Present your different

schedules to the class using ﬂ‘ (cdi), e.g.:

W R Bl WO E TS (k) o

7:00 vs. 8:00 W5 g7 didn he kafei, ta ba didn cai he (kafei).
@ T (g O - &R
e =

9:00 vs. 9:30 2:15 vs. 2:45 6:00 vs. 7:15 8:00 vs. 8:30 9:30 vs. 12:00
| INTERPERSONAL What did you do last nig ht? PRESENTATIONAL

Interview your classmates about what they did last night, e.g.:
REER WL LKA KILILT e
Ni zudtian wanshang qii péngyou jia wanr le ma?

If the answer is negative, then ask:

%i%L%%mT>4 B A A4
4 B T JUMR/ JUHR?

Ni zudtian wanshang qii ndr le? Ni he shénme le? Ni he le ji bei/ji ping?

(P

Then report to the class what your partner did last night, e.g.:

vork WE R B £ A RILILT /%A 5 IR AR I )L

Mark zudtian wanshang qu péngyou jia wanr le/méiyou qii péngyou jia wanr . . .

Birthday itinerary PRESENTATIONAL
Describe what Little Wang did on his birthday, and when, according to these images.
1 2 . 3
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A friend is texting you
about taking a coffee
break: How would you

reply?

DjF, JAAI) /D\;|E.
‘ 7 minutes ago

:ﬁ\i\)m&?m%ﬂ@,
— 2. PE00EE,

1 minute ago

B Type your message...
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CULTURAL LITER?

Continue
to explore

COMPARE CONTRAST

1 “Host”and “guest” are I (zhi)and
Zil (ke). The Chinese often say Z:Exﬁ
EN 4 (ke sui zhii bian), “A’'good guest
goes along with whatever is convenient
for the host.” A reiated expression is
A é [ A2 (rix xiang suf sii), “Wherever
you find yourself, follow local customs.”
The phrase F_%&- s (fan ke wéi zhii),
meanwhile, describes a presumptive
guest who usurps the place of the
host. Are there similarsayings in
your culture?

2 When you visit a friend in China, you
should bring a gift. You might be
asked to change into slippers and be
offered something to drink. Normally,
food is served family style to indicate
abundance and respect for the guests.
Dishes are brought out one course at
a time, so the host will not join the meal
until all the dishes are served. It is polite
to wait for the host to urge you to start
eating. If a Chinese friend asks you
about visiting etiquette in your culture,
what would you say?

3 The tea plant is native to China. The
beverage made from its leaves is often
called some derivative of the Mandarin
or Southern Min dialect pronunciation of
the Chinese word for tea. The Russian
chai comes from Mandarin, whereas tea
in English comes from the Southern Min
dialect. Do you know what tea is called
in any other language?

N

%T} (cha) can probably be called the
national drink of China. Indeed, the
practice of drinking‘tea originated
there. According to legend, tea was
discovered by the ancient Chinese
emperor Z‘?fi (Shénnong) when'  »
leaves from a nearby shrub fell into
the water he was boiling. [t depends
on whom you ask, but in general,
Chinese tea may be classified into
the following categories according
to the different methods by which
tea leaves are processed: green tea,
black tea,Wqung‘j’tea, compressed
tea, and scented tea.

Chrysanthemum tea, ;‘t-’ij— /?E%t\
(jithua cha), is a type of scented tea,
whereas Longjing tea, JI)ZJ#‘?:\
(longjing cha), belongs to the green
tea family. Nowadays, bubble tea,
R TS (henzhii ndicha), is
gaining popularity in the West.

. ———

Although tea remains the most
popular beverage in China, the
number of coffee drinkers has
been on the rise in recent years.
Coffee is now widely available

in supermarkets. Coffee shops,
including intérnational chains'such
as Starbucks, % }JE, (Xmgbake),
and Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf, are
familiar sights in many Chinese cities.

g

. Do you know where
bubble tea originated?
W 75 (ndicha) literally
means milk tea. How
about 5/}\57]'*( (zhenzhii)?
What are they really?

(renshi ni hén gaoxing) or
(hén gaoxing rénshi ni) is basically a translation of “I'm very
happy to meet you.” This form of greeting is becoming more
common, even though to some Chinese it sounds a bit formal.

Traditionally, privacy is a somewhat less
sacrosanct concept in Chinese culture
than it is in the West: you would not
necessarily be considered intrusive if

you dropped by a friend’s place without
warning; nor would topics such as age,
marital status, and salary necessarily be
off limits in a polite conversation. For those
who believe in the traditional Chinese
notion of friendship or personal loyalty,
sharing such personal information is an
important gesture of trust. But there is a
more prosaic explanation. Until relatively
recently, most people lived in close
proximity to one another and everyone
followed more or less the same prescribed
track in life. The income gap was limited.
Therefore, there were few secrets.
Everyone knew what their neighbors did
and how much money they made.

This is changing, however; particularly due
to disparity in incomes and urbanization
of communities. Chinese citizens have

become more conscious of their “right

to privacy,” or ,fi% %AJFX (yinst quan).
Nowadays, Chinese people consider it
more and more important to give notice
before visiting friends and to avoid asking
about personal information.

GGreetings
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Lesson Wrap-Up

Make It Flow!

Role-Play

Email

Rearrange the following sentences into a logical sequence. Then combine them into a
coherent narrative. Remember to omit repetitive elements and substitute subjects with
personal pronouns where appropriate. Time expressions and place words can also serve
as useful connective devices.

A G R D e = N
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Student A You are the host. Introduce your guests and ask what they would like to drink.

Student B Meet and greet the other guest. Compliment the host's home. Ask where
the other guest works. Tell the host that you don’t drink tea, coffee, or cola.
Ask for a glass of water instead.

Student C Meet and greet the other guest. Tell the other guest that you are delighted
to meet him/her. Tell the other guest that you don’t work; you are a student.
Let the host know thatyou would like a cup of tea.

Email your Chinese-speaking friend about your visit to a friend’s place last night.
Include the following information:

« Where you went

- Whom you met there, what they did, and whether you found them interesting
- What your friend’s home was like, e.g., big, nicely decorated

- Whatyou did

-« When you returned home

Before proceeding to Lesson 6, make sure you can complete
the following tasks in Chinese:

Introduce one person to another

Greet guests when they visit my home

Offer drinks to my guests

As a guest, ask the host/hostess for a beverage
Briefly describe a visit to a friend's place




