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PREFACE

Mastering characters is often the most challenging task for learners of Chinese. Unlike an alphabetical
language with a writing system composed of a limited number of letters, the Chinese writing system is
built upon about 200 radicals, which are the most basic components of Chinese characters. (Radicals,
along with stroke counts, also provide the organizing principle for Chinese dictionaries.) Although
there are over 50,000 Chinese characters, 2,500 characters are required for basic literacy. Further-
more, the pronunciation of a particular character does not necessarily relate to its meaning. The sheer
number of Chinese characters, in addition to the frequent lack of visual pronunciation guides, makes

character memorization a significant challenge for many.

Paradoxically, this complexity is precisely what draws many people to learn Chinese. The presence
of pictographic elements in Chinese characters is one of the unique and fascinating aspects of the
language. Most radicals, for example, are pictographs, or visual representations of objects or concepts.
Given a pictograph, learners can turn the character into a vivid picture, or associate the character
with a shape, color, sound, smell, feeling, emotion, movement, or action. When using this method
of employing pictographs as memory aids, students will find that learning Chinese characters can be

enjoyable, and can provide valuable insight into Chinese culture.

We believe that each and every Chinese character is a crystallization of the wisdom and creativity
of our ancient Chinese ancestors. When given the logical and historical origins of each character, as
described in this book, learners can also remember characters in an efhicient and intelligent manner,
rather than mechanically reproducing strokes that may seem meaningless to them. Students can also
acquire knowledge of Chinese history and culture while learning the origins and evolution of char-
acters, as their pictographic features often reflect vivid aspects of ancient life, such as agricultural and

domestic life, war, trade materials, crafts, rituals, etc.

After studying The Way of Chinese Characters, learners will understand pictographic forms, interpret
the logic behind the meanings of characters, and know something about the ancient forms of the most

commonly occurring characters.

WHAT'S NEW IN THE SECOND EDITION?

The second edition of The Way of Chinese Characters includes over 220 more characters than the first
edition. It now covers all the characters in both Part 1 and Part 2 of Integrated Chinese Level 1. The
book has also been redesigned to be easier to read and carry, and reordered alphabetically by pinyin
to make it easier to find characters. New example words and phrases have been added to each entry to

help students learn how each character is used.

The Way of Chinese Characters



SELECTION AND PRESENTATION OF CHARACTERS

The 670 characters included in this book are frequently used in modern Chinese, and cover all the
characters in the glossary of Integrated Chinese, Level 1, Part 1 and Level 1, Part 2 (by Yuchua Liu,

Tao-chung Yao, ct. al.), the Chinese textbook most widely used at schools across the United States.

Explanations are given in both English and Chinese. The English entries are meant for beginning and
intermediate students, while the Chinese entries may serve as references for teachers and advanced

learners.

For each entry, we display the character in its various ancient scripts (see Types of Script below),
and we include each character’s classification, which indicates how the character was constructed (see
Types of Characters below). Most characters have illustrations that help readers instantly connect the
characters’ pictographic elements to their meanings, both ancient and modern. Some characters are
not accompanied by illustrations. Many of these are pictophonetic characters that have developed

meanings largely unrelated to their visual aspects.

Also included are four indexes, organized alphabetically by pinyin, by Integrated Chinese lesson, and
by stroke count (of both traditional and simplified characters), respectively. We hope all readers will

find these indexes convenient and practical.

TYPES OF SCRIPT
KEY TO SCRIPT TYPES

SYMBOL SCRIPT EXAMPLES (3R) SYMBOL SCRIPT EXAMPLES (3R)
Oracle-Bone S _
EF[ Inscriptions % % Seal Script %];‘
AN Bronze e _ _
S Inscriptions éb\ B Cursive Script gz

The characters in The Way of Chinese Characters are written in “Regular Script” (or traditional charac-
ters) and simplified characters. Regular Script can be traced to the late Han Dynasty (207 B.c.~220
A.D.) and is still used in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and many overseas Chinese communities. Simplified
characters were introduced and promoted by the government of the People’s Republic of China in the

1950s, and have since remained the standard in mainland China.

In this book we focus on Regular Script, or traditional form, because we have found that it is often
difficult for beginning learners to appreciate the visual flavor of simplified Chinese characters. We
present the ancient forms of the characters and provide illustrations, so that students can identify
characters’ original pictographic traits. We hope that with such imagery in mind, students will have a

much easier time remembering Chinese characters.

This book also introduces other forms of Chinese script including “Oracle-Bone Inscriptions H 8 3,

» «

“Bronze Inscriptions 43¢, “Seal Script 453, and “Cursive Script %% “Oracle-Bone Inscriptions”
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come from carvings on ox bones or tortoise shells, which were used during the Shang Dynasty
(ca.1600-ca.1100 B.C.) to record events and devise predictions. “Bronze Inscriptions” are found on
bronze vessels of the Shang and Zhou Dynasties (Zhou Dynasty: ca. 1100—ca. 221 B.c.). “Seal Script”
includes both “Big Seal Script” and “Small Seal Script.” The former was used in the Qin State during
the Eastern Zhou Dynasty (ca. 770-ca. 221 B.C.) and the latter became official in the Qin Dynasty
(221-207 B.C.). As an abbreviated form of traditional Chinese characters, “Cursive Script” originates
from the Han Dynasty (207 B.c.—220 A.D.). These characters are written swiftly such that the strokes
flow together, and were thus considered an artistic form of Chinese calligraphy. Many of the simpli-

fied characters used in mainland China today were born out of this cursive style.

In the book, we display each character in its various forms: Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, Bronze Inscrip-
tions, and Seal Script, alongside Regular Script and simplified forms. You will notice that some char-
acters are without ancient forms, however, such as ft (ta, she), # (nin, polite form of the pronoun
you), and M(pi, beer), as these were created in later periods. Cursive Script is also shown for those

simplified characters which were derived from the cursive style.

TYPES OF CHARACTERS

Chinese characters are constructed differently from alphabetic languages. According to the Han
dynasty scholar Xu Shen, in his Analysis and Explanation of Characters, they can be divided into six
basic categories: pictographs (% JE), explicit characters (#f9#), associative compounds (), pic-
tophonetic characters (JE), mutually explanatory characters (#7F), and phonetic loan characters

(i)

Pictographs delineate the shape of certain objects or their parts. Examples include: & (mu, wood;
tree), JJ (dao, knife), Z (nii, woman), and }5 (m4, horse). Although such characters are relatively easy
to identify, the limitation of this particular category is that pictographs cannot convey more abstract

meanings.

Explicit characters are simple diagrammatic indications of abstract ideas, such as |- (shang, above), or
N (xia, below). Others are formed with the addition of a symbol to an existing pictograph, such as &
(bén, root; basic), or 7J (rén, edge). Explicit characters constructed via this method comprise only a

small proportion of all Chinese characters.

The meanings of associative compound characters are derived from their components, which may
combine two or more ideographs. Examples include ¥ (ming, bright, the combination of Hri, sun and

Hyue, moon), and #& (sén, forest, the combination of three trees & mu).

The majority of Chinese characters are pictophonetic, which combine semantic and phonetic com-
jority
ponents. For instance, the character #§ (ma, mother) consists of % (ni, female) and }5 (m4, horse). &

suggests the general meaning of the character while 15 signals its pronunciation.

According to Xu Shen, mutually explanatory (or synonymous) characters refer to those that are of

the same or similar meanings, and thus can be used to define one another, e.g., % (l4o, old; aged) and
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% (kdo, aged; long life; test). However, the exact meaning of this category is ambiguous. Some con-
temporary scholars consider that the characters in this category actually refer to those later invented
characters for recovering their original meanings. A common way to make this type of character is
to add radicals or other components to the original characters. The character ## (shé, snake) is an
example from this category. The character ‘& (ta) was a pictograph of a cobra-like snake and originally
meant “snake”. Later '/ was borrowed to mean “other,” “it;” etc., and these meanings overwhelmed its

original meaning. Therefore, a worm radical Ht was added to the left of ‘& to make a new character .

Phonetic loan characters refer to those that originally had no written form, and so borrowed existing
characters of the same or similar pronunciation. For example, the character 7% resembles a weapon
with a saw-toothed blade and long shaft, and originally referred to a kind of ancient weapon. Because
the pronunciation of this character is similar to that of the pronoun “I;” & was borrowed to mean “I”

« »
or me.

USING THIS BOOK AS A TEACHING TOOL

This book is the result of a serious, meticulous, and extensive study of the origins of Chinese charac-
ters. Many of the books currently on the market on this topic offer learners imaginative, yet inaccurate
pictorial representations of characters. While imagination can help learners remember Chinese char-
acters, such historically groundless explanations may misinform them. This book’s academic, accurate,
and straightforward explanations allow learners to study Chinese characters thoughtfully, but with-

out the risk of becoming overwhelmed by overly detailed information on origin and evolution.

It is our belief that this book will provide teachers with a new, efficient, interesting, and scholarly way
to teach Chinese characters to learners of Chinese, as well as learners of Japanese and Korean, whose

writing systems employ Chinese characters.

The characters in this edition have been organized by pinyin for easy and universal reference, with
separate sections for some Basic Radicals and numerals. New students of Chinese should first famil-
iarize themselves with these radicals and numerals, as they will make learning more complex characters

easier. Multiple indexes have been provided to help students and teachers look up specific characters.

USING THIS BOOK WITH INTEGRATED CHINESE

The Way of Chinese Characters contains all the characters taught in Integrated Chinese Level 1 Part 1
and Level 1 Part 2. Students of Integrated Chinese should use the “Character Index by Inzegrated

Chinese Lesson” to easily find each character grouped by lesson as they proceed through the course.

It is our expectation that this book will benefit all learners of Chinese characters, especially those who
have difficulty memorizing numerous characters. In short, we hope that reading The Way of Chinese
Characters helps learners overcome the obstacles to memorizing Chinese characters in an academically

sound and creatively engaging way.

Jianhsin Wu
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BASIC RADICALS

RADICALS are components of Chinese characters which often indicate the character’s meaning. They
are useful to know not only because they can provide clues to the meanings of characters, but also
because many Chinese dictionaries are organized by radicals. Most radicals are common characters
(often pictographs) and can be used on their own in addition to being components in more complicated
characters like associative compounds and pictophonetic characters. When used as components, radicals

may appear in variant forms. For example, /C» (heart) may appear as [ or } in compound characters.

See the “Types of Script” section on page vi of the Preface for more information about the different scripts.

rén

man; person

PicToGRAPH  In the Oracle-Bone and Bronze AN BIF. . &%
Inscriptions, the character A presents the profile of LN ;7

a person with a head, an arched back, arms and legs,
possibly indicatinga figure from an early stage of human
evolution. In Regular Script, A looks like someone
with two rather long legs. As a radical, A often appears
as/ , and is often used in characters related to human
beings and their activities, e.g., AR (n¥, you), fh (ta, he;
him), £ (zht, to live), and K (xia, to rest).

A rénmin the people MM rénmen people; the public

2 N kerén visitor; guest; customer IEON bingrén sickpcrson; patient

i %)

PICTOGRAPH In ancient writing systems, the character 7 %%, BIJ1E. Hi%
JJ resembles a knife, with the upper part as the handle TN, LTI R TIS

and the lower part as the edge. In Regular Script,
the handle is shortened so that it becomes almost
unnoticeable. Characters with the knife radical 1]
usually have something to do with knives or cutting,
such as Jil| (bié, to separate), #ll (ci, to stab), and ]

(Ii, sharp).
JJ¥ daozi knife JJ7J] daorén knife blade
817 jiandao scissors B JJ kaidao to perform or have an operation

The Way of Chinese Characters



7]

power; strength

PIcTOGRAPH In both the Oracle-Bone and Bronze j] %ﬂ%o Eﬁ%i‘ é‘z\i

Inscriptions, the character 77 resembles an ancient i’)j 1'%*};'; F )EH H, *};I; F
plow, with the upper part as the handle and the lower 4y, B Eq;' R
9 A }Tf\‘ o

part as the plowshare. Since plowing requires great
physical strength, 77 means “strength.” In Regular
Script, JJ is similar in form to JJ (dao, knife) except
that its top sticks out.

JI% ligi strength fit J1 néngli capability; ability
K1 jinghi energy 7 yéuh strong; powerful; vigorous

PICTOGRAPH In its ancient form, the character X was 2 %ﬂ% . H %j{%z’i$
shaped like a right hand, meaning “right hand.” Today iz

Y is used to mean “again,” “also,” “in addition,” “both...

and...;) etc.
you
right hand; again A
)
i
M youji P.S.; postscript N44 youming ak.a.; alternative name

M eee e+ you...you... both...and...

kou
mouth; entrance

PICTOGRAPH The character H looks like an open O %E. %ALOEIR.

mouth. Characters with the mouth radical are often
associated with the movement of the mouth, e.g, nz
(chT, to eat), " (hé, to drink), "5 (chang, to sing), and
1Y (jiao, to shout).

4] kduhéng lipstick F5E kduyd spoken language; vernacular language
P11 ménkdu doorway AT rénkdu population

(\S)

The Way of Chinese Characters




weéi
enclose

PICTOGRAPH | ] represents the periphery or border of
an area. Characters relating to boundaries often include
the radical [, such as [#/[E (gto, country; state),
/17| (yuan, garden; park), i/ & (td, map). Note that
[ ] is larger than the radical F (kéu, mouth), indicating

alarge area that can contain many objects.

O %B. GEREE. /&
1R 7 247 1 alas

tu
earth; soil

- ~ Wl
ATy S @,;{{%\?‘?\\R

PicToGRAPH In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, the
upper part of I represents a small hill or mound of soil,
while the bottom line stands for the ground. In Regular

Script, a cross replaces the mound.

T . B LK
N7 FEREKR
Hi

m O

+t zt

M tddi land; soil

14/ tiigi rustic; unsophisticated

B+ quoti country’s territory; national land

1T tidou portato

4

sunset; evening

PICTOGRAPH In its ancient forms, the character #
resembles a half moon, meaning “sunset, “dusk;
“evening,” or “night.” Sometimes the moon can be seen

rising from the east at dusk.

Y B, BAMH,
55 MR BB 2 T

wh 4+ D

45 xiydng sunset; the setting sun
[ 4 chixi lunar New Year’s Eve

AU A gianxi eve; the day before
14 zhaoxi morning and night; all the time

The Way of Chinese Characters
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N

big; great

PICTOGRAPH In the ancient writing systems, the
character K portrays a figure standing with arms
stretching out and legs spread apart. This posture seems
to suggest that humans are the greatest creatures on
carth. The primary meanings of K are “big,” “large,

“great,” “age,” and “older”

R . RIEHAE.
R ED - AN 25K Ay
H, HANEARE K.

KN daren adult; grown-up KE: daxué college; university
KZK dajia all; everyone K zhingda grow up

nu
female;
woman

PicToGRAPH In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, the
character % depicts a woman kneeling with her arms
lowered and hands clasped on her lap, reflecting the
lower social status of women in ancient times. In later
forms, the kneeling component is transformed as
women are recognized as having a status more equal to
men. The Regular Script forms of 77 and K are similar,
but & emphasizes the female bosom.

Z Zb. Py
e, BELNHIE.

Z N\ niirén woman L5t nivér daughter
4 nlishéng female student; girl Z1: nishi lady; madam

PICTOGRAPH In its ancient form, the character |
shows a baby swaddled in cloth, with its head sticking
up and arms stretching out. In Regular Script, the head
of the baby is represented by a horizontal hook instead

of a round shape. T is used as suffix after some nouns,

such as 5.1, B T etc.

F S, BRI,
TSN B
(5

wF ¥ =¥

%1 haizi child 5L érzi son
S5 fangzi house; building % jidozi dumpling; pot-sticker

SN

The Way of Chinese Characters



EXPLICIT CHARACTER In Seal Script, 5} combines X
with —. 3 means “right hand” while — indicates the
section of the forearm one inch from the wrist, where a
traditional Chinese doctor would feel a patient’s pulse

and diagnose ailments.

T ofedE. N, 1%

— “N” BAHF,
—7 WBFE T2 .

T E .

JST chictn size; dimension; measurement |

cunkdu a person’s pulse on the wrist

S} 84T cinbu nanxing unable to move a single step (idiom)

xiao
small

ASSOCIATIVE coMPOUND In the Oracle-Bone and
Bronze Inscriptions, the character /N consists of three
dots, like three tiny grains of sand. In its later forms, /N
resembles a knife (represented by the vertical hook in

the middle) cutting something into two smaller pieces.

1\ @ﬁo%ﬁi&ﬁi
TE=3, BA b
ﬂ:/’ %T1ﬁ/J\m;u\Au\o

/NFZ L xidohair child; kid; kiddy 7INEL
/NREfR xido shihou in one’s childhood /NI

xidoxué elementary/primary school
xidojie Miss; young lady

gong
tool; work; labor

PICTOGRAPH In the ancient writing systems, the
character I looks like a carpenter’s square or ruler. The
original meaning of I was “tool,” from which derived
the meanings “work,” “labor;” “skill,” “craftsmanship,”

and “construction project.”

T ZJB. BTIEHKH
NS

SIS G

T H gongju tool T. N\ gbéngrén

worker

T AE gongzud to work; job TF# gdngchéng engineering; engineering project

The Way of Chinese Characters
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PiIcToGRAPH In the Oracle-Bone and Bronze 2\ %ﬂ%o ,f%#/J\EI:E

Z Inscriptions, the character Z represents a wisp of silk. 4Nz, HELL. %

Since a wisp is a small quantity, % extends to mean (i) - é\"/%\ j'\j EWE ? .
“small,” “tiny,” or “youngest.” L. MR, A
yao R 560 2Rk, 4K
tny; small B, () T
HE S By TR
REko

8 8 » g % vyao one (spoken form when spelling out numbers, esp. on telephone)
EFI é %‘L &4 lioyao youngest

PicToGRAPH In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, the % %ﬂé . EF{ %i{%ﬁ %

character = resembles an entire bow. In the Bronze EIIZZ\ % :'%:»E,(J % %g ,% ﬁz . é
Inscription form, 5 depicts a bow without its string, j/ﬁ‘%‘ ’f /t
H. o

which is how a bow should be stored. Just like human

gong beings, bows need time for relaxation!
bow

5% gongjian bow and arrow JH5 dan’géng catapult; slingshot

PICTOGRAPH In its ancient forms, the character /L Il:l‘ gﬁﬂéo 'f%AE(J‘DHﬁo
J D\ represents a heart. There are two forms of the heart

radical, /> and ' . /L is usually positioned at the bottom

of a character as in £ (xidng, to think) and £X (chéu, to

worry), while 1 is on the left, as in - (méng, busy) and
11 (pa, fear). Characters with heart radicals are often

associated with feelings or other mental activities.

Q)’) N U (‘2 P xinli psychology; mentality [iiL» guanxin care for; be concerned with
EFI SN % #5.0 danxin worry; to be anxious D xTnging mood; state of mind

The Way of Chinese Characters



NUMERALS

—
y1
one
.
N
er
two
—
—_
—
san
three

EXPLICIT CHARACTERS In Chinese writing systems,
one horizontal stroke represents the number one, two
horizontal strokes stand for the number two, and three
strokes for the number three. —, -, = are proba-
bly the easiest Chinese characters to remember. From
ancient times until now, these three characters have not

changed much.

There is a Chinese joke about a silly boy who began
to learn numerals. After the boy learned —, —,

— from his teacher, he told his father he was able to
write any number. His father was very proud. One day
he asked his son to write the number “ten thousand” to
show his guests. The boy remained worked for halfa day,
but was still unable to finish the task. When the guests
saw what he wrote, they all laughed. On the paper were
thousands of horizontal strokes! In fact, numbers larger

than three are expressed in a different pattern.

—Z= . UE
ENIEN /& S| P
7 S B R 5%

=
1
S

-
I
Sod
[
l

— P58 yidiar alictle; a bic

AT erbai wu idiot; stupid person
=i sanjido triangle

% = — My sanmingzhi sandwich

—H yizhi straight forward; continuously; always

1 erha two-stringed Chinese instrument

PHONETIC LOAN CHARACTER In the Bronze Inscrip-
tions, the character Y resembles a big nose, or nostrils
on a face. Therefore it originally meant “gasp” or “pant.”
Later I came to mean the numeral “four.” In the Ora-
cle-Bone inscriptions, “four” was represented by four

horizontal lines, but this character was replaced by Py,

M fifi. £FE
e, 3“7 &
PR 1 B o AN 38 2
B MYRAY, D
AR AR A DY

[l

H

+ 9 =0

VU5 sifang the four directions; all sides

PUZ siji four seasons

PUTH J\ 7 simian bafang in all directions; all around; far and near

The Way of Chinese Characters
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EXPLICIT CHARACTER In the Neolithic signs around
4,000 B.C., the symbol “X” was used to indicate “five.”
In the Oracle-Bone and Bronze Inscriptions, a line was
added above and below the X. In Regular Script, the
middle part of 11 resembles a cross that corners at its

right end.

B iREF. EVLEIA
HCA I RE Y A i B e
b, X, FEC. &
SCAEX B R #5n—H

FLF wiiguan five sense organs (nose, eyes, lips, tongue, ears £ H 175 H-); facial features

HAT wiixing five elements of Chinese philosophy (wood, fire, earth, metal, water 7K K 12 437K)

liu
six

PHONETIC LOAN CHARACTER In the Oracle-Bone and
Bronze Inscriptions, the character 7~ outlines a hut or
shed, possibly some sort of prehistoric dwelling. Later,
75 came to indicate the number six. In Regular Seripe,
7~ still resembles a simple house, with the roof on top

and two pillars beneath.

7N fERfE . AEHE S,
BICH R MG, A
Fyfo HURETE AL
R, 2787

liubai six hundred Ay

NHE
75T liugian 6,000 INE

liuwan 60,000
liuyi 600,000,000

qr
seven

EXPLICIT CHARACTER In the Neolithic, Oracle-Bone,
and Bronze Inscriptions, + represented the number
seven. However, in Seal Script, -+ was used to mean
“ten” and the vertical line of + was bent to mean

“seven.” In Regular Script, you may still see similarities
between - (shi, ten) and -5 (qi, seven), as -1 looks like
+ with a tail.

t RS PR L
AR ST, <3,
THREE L. M
U PN a1
B, iE
£, BEGIT

+-t shigr seventeen  -EM )\ qgizui bashé “With seven mouths and eight tongues;”

++ gishi seventy

lively discussion with many talking at once

18
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PHONETIC LOAN CHARACTER The character /\ suggests N\ A, e
is the act of dividing something into parts. Originally # sk KRG — 4B,

the character did mean “to divide” or “to separate.” PSS I 4
P ORI, R

Later /\ came to mean the numeral eight. .
& V=1 iGN
1J\ shiba cighteen )\ diba eighth
HH )( é )( %:ﬁ" 2 \ J\1 bashi cighty JUH babii eight hundred

Ju
5

jiu
nine

PHONETIC LOAN CHARACTER In the Oracle-Bone and j-L ﬁ%ﬁb . @%11%%%(
Bronze Inscriptions, the character /1 looks like the pos- M FERNER, &

terior of an animal with a long tail, possibly a monkey. (s s SN
k ) 0
Hence, the original meaning of JL was “behind” or % i ;;)%)Zﬁgﬂ; HoBIC
H A °

“buttocks.” Later 71 came to mean the number nine.

mo 42 2N

5. dijiti ninth JLT jitishi ninety
+JL shijiti nineteen JLH jitiyué September

EXPLICIT CHARACTER In the Neolithic signs, as well as + 5. ki
in the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, one vertical line stood J: + ?‘ ﬁj* Y = EFI
b Y IV == RS}

f , lines f¢ d three for thirty. In th V= S
Brome Inriptions  circlr dor was added n she 140, S EI
| B, BB R 2

middle of the vertical line. Later, in Seal Script, this dot

rl &t xT

shi DT == 4
ten became a horizontal line, making the character for “ten” *Bi ° 4t F’E?’é i%“‘aﬁj:
look like a cross. j:]‘#,fmlil i%ﬂ_\‘g | + °
e i
+43 shifen very; extremely +F3L shizijia cross; crucifix

+4+3% shiquan shiméi perfect in every way TE % T shizi lukdu crossroads; intersection

The Way of Chinese Characters
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ASSOCIATIVE COMPOUND In the Oracle-Bone Inscrip-
tions, the upper part of { may represent a ruler and the
lower part a grain of white rice H, suggesting a longline
“numer-

of rice grains. Meanings of T are “hundred;
ous, and “all kinds of.”

[E]

hundred

Ai&

. —at AT
¥ EG—HRTF, FBA
Kb, Korfgr—RE
Kk, GIHA—T.
H, %F. Bk

#H jibdi several hundred; how many hundred
HEAF b

P ® »8 %9

bdihud gongst department store

F 4k baixing ordinary people
""H erbai two hundred

ASSOCIATIVE COMPOUND In its ancient forms, the top
part of T is a person A and the bottom part a ten 1,
implying that the maximal life span of ten persons is

1000 years. The primary meaning of T is “thousand”

and its extended meanings are “many,” “numerous,” etc.

gian

thousand

T &8, Wit
?;*é]&o NEFUL— Ay
B, A SF BRI
To AZEAT, TIHE
MIRZ . YL

vt et wlf

% qgianwan ten million; millions and millions; to be sure

J%T % chéngqian shangwan thousands upon thousands

Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches

In addition to these numerals, the Chinese also traditionally used two sets of numbers to count up to sixty: ten heavenly

stems and twelve earthly branches. Together, they were used to count years, months, days, and hours. Today, the heavenly

stems still often appear as ordinal numbers, choices in multiple choice questions, or as abbreviations of parties in legal

documents (Party A, Party B, etc.). Many also commonly appear as components in more complex characters.

TEN HEAVENLY STEMS

H

Va

A

1 1%

P

jia

yi

bing

ding wu

i

géng

XTn rén gui

TWELVE EARTHLY BRANCHES

?

H

G

S

L Jik B

Hi [ i E3

zi

chou

yin

mao chén si

wei

shén you x0 hai
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CHARACTERS by PINYIN

KEY TO SCRIPTTYPES

(4-2)

SYMBOL

SCRIPT

EXAMPLES (¥R)

SYMBOL

SCRIPT

EXAMPLES (¥R)

H

Oracle-Bone %
Inscriptions

Seal Script

il

&

Bronze Inscriptions

22N #

Cursive Script

&z

See the "Types of Script” section on page vi of the Preface for more information.

i

a
(a prefix)

e
big mound

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER  The character [
(pronounced &) is made up of the mound radical [ and
the phonetic element 1 (k&), originally referring to “a
big mound.” Its extended meanings are “riverbank;” “the
corner or edge,” “be bent,” “to pander to,” “to play up to,”
“graccful,” etc. When Fi is pronounced 3, it functions
as a prefix to a monosyllabic name or a kinship term
of address to indicate familiarity. In the Oracle-Bone
Inscriptions, HJ resembles a mouth exhaling and means

“to approve,” “okay,” “may,” “can,” and “but”

B R
A, A AR,
FfE eo GIHIFAT K
MM B M. Tt
WA PR RS . AT
2y N A BAL L A (1 i
BEINRHAE & B,
BTEs. Baldk. wf, 7€M,
1 (do)o 7, LAKETH
e L EF LSRR

— =z A
. [AlEEE,

PR CFRD,

w8 B

Fif 8 ayi aunt; nursemaid

[l $74F1 alabo Arab; Arabic

5

(exclamation
particle)

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character ] is used
as an exclamation, and consists of the mouth radical [
and the phonetic component fi] (a/&). il contains the
mound radical [ and the phonetic 7] (k&), meaning

“large mound.”

W jpi. neH, B,
ARG . B, B
SOCHER (T LalD,
A, AR ALK

B o

Wil aya interjection of surprise

IBH%) ayo interjection of surprise or pain

The Way of Chinese Characters



PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER  The character M |]§ ﬂé%o frﬁél:]’ )“LZ%’
I:I")LH‘ combines the mouth radical Il and the phonetic BT, Fms,

indicator 3 (ai) and functions as an interjection to I S LE T
express surprise, dissatisfaction, regret, greeting, or to %T{%‘u ) %A_;\jaj:/_f"@ﬂ‘:\
ALY )

. —H- . .
draw attention. 3¢ is Chinese mugwort or wormwood.

. — A e
?elxclamatory The dried leaves of mugwort can be made into moxa fﬁﬁi?@ﬂ<%ﬁ, E)&Hﬁﬁfé
particle) cones (a cylinder of cotton wool or other combustible % TN Nl )i » P

material) and used in moxibustion (a traditional B et MW,
treatment of Chinese medicine in which moxa cones ZIK?}ZEI: QE H%ﬁ’i ): uJ
are placed on the skin and ignited in order to treat B R A FH VE AR R

discase or produce analgesia).

M{WF aiya ah!; Oh, my! ) aiyd ouch; whoops

ASSOCIATIVE AND PICTOPHONETIC COMPOUND In the s E\%}F/g %IJ:

% / \J\/‘, Seal Script, the top part of % is both the phonetic and Mgﬁéﬁﬁ (al Iove) —F

signifying component.( pron(j)un‘cec‘i ai, meaning “love”_) K (s /), Fomils
and the bottom part is the signifying element (X sui, ﬁﬁﬁ"ﬁ‘ Exl]_l:ﬁls{@z_
walk back and forth; hover). It seems a man is falling e
deeply in love with awoman, hoveringaround her house %ﬁ ;E“ ﬁ 2 2, rﬁ 5 N
and being reluctant to leave. The simplified character 2 = ﬁ ﬁ‘ B o 7y2 = ’E‘ ¥ E/J
derives from the cursive style of the traditional form % . %:* ’f”t?‘ ’ ?JEEI:—% %= ?‘
o] R0 A TR A 2

N airén spouse (PRC); lover (non-PRC) 'S‘t‘lﬂi aihao hobby

5 ké'ai cute; lovely WEI gin‘aide dear; beloved; darling
27 i [} o //~/» g
ASSOCIATIVE COMPOUND The character % consists =7 ., . ﬁ

J—fs of the roof radical ©~ on top and the woman u i%T ﬁ‘f }—:n EF] Z!-(q?\z

underneath, suggesting when there is no war or natural ﬁj ,;, w7
ISRId » HIHIE

calamity, women can stay home peacefully and life

is safe and tranquil. Hence, % means “tranquil’ HEE ﬁé‘ g
. ) ; \ N

peaceful,” “quiet,” “calm,” “stable,” “safe] “secure,” “at ’

[S== 4 :é:
ease,” “content,” “satisfied,” “to pacify;” “to stabilize,” “to H~ K%Q I o

an
calm; safe

settle down,” and “to install.”

m m ﬁl ZHF anjing quiet V4% pingan safe and sound
EF[ éj é}l T % 2N - - pu— . .

220 anxin to feel at ease i % wan’an Good night!

&)
o
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PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character # is made
up of the hand radical ¥ and the phonetic element

1t

&, meaning “to grasp,” “to hold,” “to take hold of;” “a

handle;” or "handful.” " can be used as a measure word

for objects that can be held or handled with one hand.

ba
(MW for ObjCCtS It also functions as a particle before a direct object,
with handles) followed by a transitive verb. In Seal Script [ looks like

a snake with a large mouth. The original meaning of 2
« » . « . » o«

was “snake.” Later it came to mean “to cling to” or “to

stick to,” for when a snake moves, its body always clings

to something.

£ . it , BE,
AREAUTIRRF. I
AIEF R AR,
W RELL— T Pr 2 ) R
v KD, BLKRER
TR LR
s (BT . sh,
AR 5 H B A2
B, LEGEAE.
B, R, Z0R—R
SN I

HF bashdu knob
—47JJ yibd dao aknife

KA hudbi torch
— T yibd yizi achair

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character & is made
up of the radical % (fu, father) and the phonetic [}

(ba, cling to). In its ancient form, 3 delineates a hand

holding a stone ax—an important tool and weapon in

primitive society. In Seal Script B looks like a snake

ba
father; dad

with a large mouth.

B PE. R B,
R, BIE. WEX. &
LTI BR TR AR
we B, RIB. ZCHH
SR . A
Fo e, 5IH 2 KT

el AR

T baba (informal) father
B ginba biological father

Rz szl

U bama dad and mom
& aba (dialect) father

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER N has the mouth radical
Il and the phonetic element [ (ba). ' can be used
as a question indicator, onomatopocic word, or particle

e

for making a suggestion. In Seal Script, [ resembles a

snake with a large, open mouth. Today’s meanings of

ba
( sentence- £ are still related to the characteristics of a snake, such
cnding particle) as “cling to,” “stick to,” and “wait anxiously (as a snake

|} waiting for prey).

B S whw .

B, B, ZCBRMK
REGZINIEIE . A
W, SR AUE . SR,

EA5E.

UFIE hioba alright; fine
WY jitiba bar; pub

= g O

FEML z8uba let’s go
AN wingba Internet café

The Way of Chinese Characters
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PICTOGRAPH In its ancient form, [ resembles bright B %%. %KEYIT
2 rays spreading out from the sun, or as some scholars j‘%%[ﬂlﬁ{”{jﬁ _%;M%_
say, a grain of white rice. The original meaning of H is ”_\i ljﬂ ;K
“white.” Extended meanings include “pure;” “clear;” and
bai “in vain.”

white; (surname)

@ 6 6 @ 17K béitian daytime; day 14 baisé white color
HH 4 Zr A bairén white people; caucasian 1€ baicai Chinese cabbage; bok choi

ASSOCIATIVE cOMPOUND In its ancient forms, the }yi A%’fo /\IEPFEﬁE

}} character ¥I looks like two pieces of jade with a knife 77, E E F’}[iﬁi% En
in between. The original meaning of YE was “to divide (F) o u 7J '7"% T

a jade stone into two,” from which the meanings “to
J bt . . A ° NIRRT RFEBITEIE
distribute,” “class,” “group,” “work shift,” and “schedule

(ofﬂlghts, bus, etc.)” have derived. E ’ %l I EFI %/ \I{’EJZ%%
BIPEAL, 2R [ 20 1%
M TAERE B, @ REBAAT
PPEHL, fPEE:,

=¥ sanban Class Three F1 S HE zhongwén ban Chinese class
FE shangban to go to work YEHE banji ascheduled flighe

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character ## consists j:ﬂ2 g //%4: ﬁﬂ-g

j:ﬂi[_ of the hand radical F and the phonetic element Jiid = EI:B Tﬂx@J }ﬂx é‘l EFl ES
]

ban), meaning “to move,” “to take away,” or “to co L Ai:. JIA
(ban), meaning y P S, ML o, B

mechanically” f is made up of J} (zhou, boat) and .
i} P K, 65, RELHHE

4 (sha, a type of ancient weapon made of bamboo), 2L,

?oa; ove suggesting the act of using a boat-pole to change the 1§ﬂﬁﬁ$ﬁ“ ’ ffﬁ’ﬁ%j’é’*f/ N
direction a boat is taking. Originally ¥ meant “to ML AR A %‘iﬂ:} ’
rotate,” and has been borrowed to mean “sort,” “type,” or Ei? EF] ,T%ﬂﬂﬂi; o
“the same as.” In its ancient forms, 7} is the pictograph (sha)y R HF EF‘ 1%
of a boat and % a hand holding a weapon. FRp—Ieds, ARFAHLL
REPTR SeAR . ns
ANEH], R AR 55 .

?% % Q g WK ban jia to resettle, to move (house)  #HLF ban zhudzi to move a table
%ﬁ" H’ H é %ﬁ" WIE banyun to transport; to carry WHE 1. banyungaong porter

The Way of Chinese Characters
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ASSOCIATIVE COMPOUND In its ancient form, the
character ¥ consists of J\ (ba, divide; eight) and “}*
(nid, ox), indicating cutting an ox in half. In the Oracle-
Bone Inscriptions, the character /I* depicts the front
view of an ox’s head. In the character - in Regular
Script, J\ is upside down and 4 loses one stroke on
the left.

¥ gE. BN Gy
D, MEF. Rkt
RO Ry, A
FYIM =2

K bantian halfa day 4 bannian halfa year
{# H bangeyué halfa month —2f yiban half

ban
to mix

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character # consists
of the hand radical 4 and the phonetic element *}-
(ban), indicating the act of mixing things with hands.
Literally #1%§ (banzui) is “to mix mouths” and
therefore means “to wrangle” or “to quarrel” In its
ancient forms, = (ban, half) contains /\ (ba, divide;
cight) on top and 2E (nit, ox) underneath, indicating
cutting an ox into halves. In the character - in Regular

Script, J\ is upside down and - loses one stroke on

the left.

B OPE. 18T, P
AR T o AFAHHE
B, ol R FaE,
B, OFE. &30 FEX
et /AN DR i
Fo FORKGFFNEH VA
Wi, AN 5
Z—

VEFEI lidngban mian cold noodles with sauce
FEME banzui to quarrel

VEHESE lidngban cai salad
P jidoban to stir; to agitate

Wi/ I

ban
to managc

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER  The character i
consists of the signifying element JJ (Ii, power) and
the phonetic element ¥¥ (bian, to debate), meaning
“handle,” “manage,” “do,” or “punish.” You can memorize
this character by imagining a person "managing” to split
something in two using all their strength. ¥ is made
up of two £ (xin). In the Oracle-Bone and Bronze
Inscriptions, ~F is a pictograph of a chiseled instrument
used to tattoo the faces of prisoners. Extended meanings
of = are “pungent.” “laborious;” “suffering;” and “hot
(in flavor).” The simplified character 7} uses two short

strokes to replace the two 2F of the traditional form .

moE., 18l B
(bian Hl53 FoREH .
¥, B, HEX. &
SAGAEAE N B 3 1)
T . fE B0 H —H
— R I, B
(TR

——

G 7 2y bangdng to work (esp. in an office )
% W¥ '—‘I‘—'EFI ¥ éﬁ Y % —¥ $#: banfi means; method

/2% bangongshi office
T B zénmeban what’s to be done?

The Way of Chinese Characters
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PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character # consists
of the signifying element f} (b6, silk) and the phonetic
£} (feng, seal). The original meaning of # was “the
upper part of a shoe” while extended meanings include
“side” (of a boat, cart, etc.), “assist, and “help.” The
combines [ (bai, white) and I (jin,
pictograph of a scarf), referring to un-dyed silk. In

character

Regular Script, 34/ is comprised of two 1 (td, soil) and
one 5f (cun, inch). # is a variant of £, and the middle
part H was deleted from %5 to form the simplified .

B2 B, iR, BE

ﬁ&ﬁ?%,%$%ﬁ%
_;é;a._,\o B2 ) @%o Eﬁ%j
BAE - HE ERRRS, DLtk
HEES . S, e, e
E;ﬁﬁ%%é&%%

5 | PR SR A RO R o

i, ZBe RIE N

M. BEWTRNI Rk
edf. MR T
TR

EHH bangzhi to help; aid
#H T bangshdu helper

# I bangmang to help; to do a favor
H R bangpai faction

4%&

bang
fantastic; stick

The character # is
comprised of the wood radical X and the phonetic

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER

7% (feng), originally meaning “a stick” or “a club.”
The extended meanings of #% are “to hit with a stick;”
“strong,” “capable;” and “excellent” In the Oracle-Bone
Inscriptions, Z% looks like two hands holdinga plant. Its
original meaning is “to hold in both hands respectfully,”
from which it has derived the meanings “to offer with
to serve, “to believe in,” etc.

» « » «
respect, to esteem,

B PE. K, FE.
KRBT, IR FRA
G ““j3%§ KA o
7—7%’ S o EFI ﬁI{%%
TARMOEE ). A
TR, RENAT,
JIHEAZ FL R,
(EHLINIESRCE

%K& %Eﬁi & W

T bangzi stick; club
VK#E bingbang popsicle

¥

FEBR banggia baseball
FLHE zhénbang excellent (interjection)

(&)

bao
bag; sack;
bundle;
package

PICTOGRAPH Initsancient forms, fU looks like a fetus in
its mother’s womb. Originally A, referred to “afterbirth.”

from which it has derived the meanings “to wrap,” “to

» « » «

to contract,

» «

surround,” “to contain, to charter,” “to

» «

guarantee,” “package,” “bundle;” “bag,” “lump,” etc. a
also serves as a measure word for things in the shape of
a balc, abox, a bundle, a package, a packet, or a sack, as

— 44 K (a bundle of clothes),” and “Wi{U K (two

sacks of rice).”

8 2. HEgEd
4R, AFARAK
51 F AT AR P A
B, B, AR,
Bk, 7. OB B
VO INROR 5 S il
HG, R RZE,
A LME AR (AR
[ PELAD

AT bao jidozi to make dumplings
#%40 gidnbao wallet; purse

#if), mianbao bread
EA4l shabao schoolbag; satchel
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ASSOCIATIVE comMPOUND In the Oracle-Bone
Inscriptions, the character ff depicts a person carrying
a child on his/her back. Its original meaning was “to
carry somebody/something on one’s back,” from which

the Chinese have derived the meanings “to bring up,”

1% El u_A\O EFI H I ;:Ej\i
7, BARTI.
$&ﬁ FET b, Gl
ﬁﬁ% N 'f%HX\ 'f%il%‘:\

biio the Chinese hav detvd the meanings o bing wp” 4,
to protect; to safeguard,” “to protect,” “to defend,” “to maintain,
insurance “to guarantee; “to insure, etc. In Seal Script, f&
becomes the combination of the person radical / and
2R (dai, dull; slow-witted; wooden), possibly because a
dull-witted child needs more protection.
2 R bioml nanny {RB# bioxian insurance
EFI 49 /:;[% %4 bioan to ensure safety; security guard {fH biozhong to take care of oneself

bao
to hold or carry
in one’s arms

ASSOCIATIVE AND PICTOPHONETIC COMPOUND The
character 1 consists of the hand radical F and the
phonetic and signifying component £ (bao, wrap),
signifying the act of holding or carrying something in
one’s arms. Its extended meanings include “to hug,” “to
embrace,” “to surround,” “to harbor,” “to adopt,” etc. a

is also used in the character .

B gRCiEE. 18t
e, W, A
CATFHIRF, 51 H 347
. B WA A
LIS EAYN VST Do

¢ ¥ 19

H14% T bao haizi to hold a baby in one’s arms L yongbao to hug
HI3K baogian to feel apologetic 17 baozhe keep holding

i/ 4R

bao
to report;
newspaper

ASSOCIATIVE cOMPOUND In the Oracle-Bone and
Bronze Inscriptions, the character R depicts a hand
pressing the head of a handcuffed person, forcing him
or her onto his or her knees, signifying that the prisoner
will be executed. The original meaning of ¥k was “to pass
a sentence on someone who is guilty of a crime.” Since a
judge needs to report the conviction to the appropriate
authorities and make it public, #R extended to mean “to
report,” “to announce,” and “newspaper.” The simplified

character 9 is developed from the cursive style of ¥,

#E Eln_no EFI EI /ﬂSiI
G — TR
BIGFHEREMIN, &
TR BEIRICN o R
AFERAALAN . HiE
Bl Ehms, vIma
W WAl MRS
F’EJ 8RS BB IR
HAAL T, LS

with the hand radical ¥ replacing . B sE
% %b %]’ 3 k15 baogao report; paper HRAL baozhi newspaper
FH e >\ 3 A z EI%E ribao daily newspaper #F¥% hdibao poster
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M

cup; glass

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER M consists of the wood
radical K and the phonetic element A~ (bu), which

may have referred to a wooden cup.

W BE. R, A,
T A AR ORI A I B A
BRI T

T beizi cup; glass
—MZ yibgicha acup of tea

ZM chabéi teacup
.M ganbéi bottoms up; to drink a toast; cheers

béi
north

ASSOCIATIVE coMPOUND  In the Oracle-Bone
Inscriptions, the character bt depicts two people
standing back-to-back, meaning “contrary, “deviate
from,” or “back” Since traditional Chinese houses
usually face south (with their backs toward the north),

4t means “north.”

 gE. HEschB—
NEBEE, ARAE
W, GIHARH. &R

MAHSAE “H/7, &

NEELF, 1 A

S5 2 7 v 44

SO [ |

JE3¢{ Béijing Beijing
Wk déngbéi northeast

b5 beibian north side; northern part
Pidb xib&i northwest

i

by; quilt

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character #{ consists
of the clothes radical % and the phonetic element )54
(pi). The original meaning of #% is “quilt”, and has been

» G

extended to mean “to cover,” “to suffer from,” and “by
o . C\» .

(an indicator of passive voice).” In Bronze Inscriptions,
J% looks like a hand stripping the skin off an animal,

meaning “skin,” “fur,” “leather,” “surface,” etc.

WO ek, BOE.
REMPL, GIHEA
BE. W2, FoRE)
E. K, R, XM
T, BEREVE, Lo
TR LB . A AR
Bes Gl AERE . B
By (R Bk
BERE)  ARIMHIAE .

wR uey % 2R

BT beizi quilt
] béidong passive

W B beidan bed sheet
W% beigao defendant

28
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i/ #r

béi
to prepare

ASSOCIATIVE coMPOUND In the Oracle-Bone and
Bronze Inscriptions, the character 5 looks like an
arrow in the quiver, signaling ready for a battle. Hence,
the meanings of f are “cautious,” “prepare;” or “ready.”
{#% is a variant form of f{f, and the simplified character
£ remains only the right part of 185

e &, FiE. &X
B REERT I, B
HEM L DI TEM . %
a5 it i 7 1) S i
7, MR R TR
THIEEA .

#EfH zhlinbei preparation; to prepare
B fH shebei equipment; facilities

TEf yubei to prepare; to make ready
HA jubei posess; to have

bén
(MW for books);
foundation

EXPLICIT CHARACTER The character A% represents
a tree /K with a horizontal line added at the bottom.
Its original meaning is “the root of a tree,” from which
its present meanings “foundation,” “basis,” “based on,”

» o«

« » o . .
source,” “origin,

»
>

1 N . .
original,” “capital (in business)
and “oneself” have been derived. X also functions as a

measure word for books, periodicals, etc.

7/ A N 1) I
B ARZIERIR. 5]H
AL MU SRR
FG. A, HA

2p b L2 Ay
r ) )

AN bénrén oneself
AHE beénlai originally

A béndi local
A Kkebén textbook

bi

nosc

ASSOCIATIVE AND PICTOPHONETIC COMPOUND The
character £ is made up of the signifying part H and
the phonetic element 5% (bi), indicating the “nose” that
breathes air. In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, A shows
the shape of a nose, referring to “nose” in the first place,
and later is borrowed to mean “self;” “one’s own,” “from,”
or “since.” Now [ does not mean “nose” anymore since
the character £ is used instead. In its ancient forms 55
looks like someone holding a container with both hands

“ e » o« »
and means “to give” or “to confer upon.

il

TR . S

H (&7, (i,

GEL) B, RN H B
®o. H, ZE. FHX
BIE. HIARFELS
¥, B ARG HHAE R
Ao, M &SFERER

1)
BrrE i,

¢

D= ]

0

A
R

S8

w8 oar ) s 24

B .
. bizi nose

&% biyin nasal sound/tone

£ £l bikéng nostril
EL5H bitéu the tip of the nose

The Way of Chinese Characters
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bi
to compare @

ASSOCIATIVE coMPoUND The ancient form of [t
depicts two people standing side by side, meaning
“to juxtapose.” The extended meanings of L include
“close together;” “next to,” “to cling to,” “to compare,’
“to compete,” “to model after,” “than,” etc. Can you tell

what the differences are between the left and right part

of th?

b wE. iy
FEAE ARSI AN . A
AALH, G| AR
PO, BHEE. BTAES

m S5 ffow i

LL#E bijiao to compare; relatively
V2 bisai competition; match

L 4n bira for example; proportion
— = sanbieér three to two

/%

ASSOCIATIVE cOMPOUND In the Oracle-Bone and
Bronze Inscriptions, 3 (yii) shows a hand holding a
brush. You can see 3% in the character # (shii, book);
i (hua, to paint; painting) and 8 (10, law). The
Vo =
and =,

signifying a writing brush or writing instrument. The

character 28 combines the bamboo radical

simplified character % combines the bamboo radical
and the character & (mdo, hair; fur) since the nib of a

Chinese brush is made of animal fur and bamboo shafts.

£ g tF (TRE
By, 1erT, TR T
M AT 55 7. FREE
FORE BB, A
B P H BB 2
gﬁﬁﬁ%%o%%ﬁ

F2E maoby writing brush
255 bishi written examination

[E]ZK%E yuanzhabi ballpoint pen

i bihua strokes of a Chinese character

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character ¥ consists

of the scarf radical ! (jin) and the phonetic indicator
WL (bi), originally referring to “silk fabric used as a
present.” ¥ has extended to mean “a present,” “money;’
“coin,” and “currency.” In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions,
the left part of i depicts a picce of broken cloth with
four big holes and the right part the tap/rap radical A,
meaning “shabby,” “tattered,” and “worn out.” 1 looks
like a piece of hanging cloth , meaning “scarf;” “towel,”
or “napkin” In the simplified M, a left falling stroke
replaces il in #5.

WO W, lUE.
AR EARAE A 1) A 58
%,W$%%% BUE7IN
jzl‘ho FMZ Eln_no ZE

BARYAN, AETHF
REAAFT, AN A AR
T, 51 R .
Lo, BB B
NEEE. M
A s L
T o

¥ huobi money; currency i
ANIEHE rénminbi PRC Currency (RMB)

waibi foreign currency
ALK zhibi paper currency

The Way of Chinese Characters




ASSOCIATIVE AND PICTOPHONETIC COMPOUND 1%
is comprised of the walk radical 1_ and the signifying
and phonetic element 55 (bian, side), meaning “side;”
“edge;” “border;” or “next.” In the Bronze Inscriptions,
5% combines H (zi, nose; oneself ) with 5% (pang, side),
referring to the sides of a nose. In Regular Script, 55 is
the combination of H, 7 (xug, cave), and 77 (fang,
square). In the simplified character 121, JJ replaces 5.

= 2 i
5@
3
w
o

Q
B, Kgbym T, &4
HAHC. 1A
D AEs, AN
7o TG CAILY .

|35 shangbian above; on top of
A% gianbian in front

N xiabian below; under
1%i% houbian behind

i

convenient

pian
inexpensive

ASSOCIATIVE coMPOUND The character ffl combines
the person radical 4/ with the character ¥ (géng,
change), referring to the ways in which people create
shortcuts to make things easier. Meanings of fifl include:

“beneficial,”

(bian), and “inexpensive” (pian). In the Oracle-Bone

“suitable.” “convenient,”  “informal”
Inscriptions, B resembles a hand holding a spatula
to turn a pancake on a griddle. Hence its meanings:

change” or “alternate.

8 &Rl ZEChEAN. it
o NAAMEIR, B0
Reflz 2 ZJil. 5,
TEMEE. HH3CT
AR T-Froe®ioin, 5l
2 S

s B =18 @v T 4%

m Jr g fangbian convienient
{FA))E bianlidian convenience store

F&{# suibian asone pleases; casual
{F'E pianyi inexpensive; cheap

ik

(MW for actions)

The character i is
composed of the walk radical 3_ and the phonetic

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER

indicator Ji (bian, flat), signifying “to walk all over”
Its extended meanings include “everywhere,” “all over,
“throughout,” and “one time.” In the Seal Scripe, Jiit
is the combination of 7 (hu, household) and it
(c&, volume; copy) and originally meant a horizontal
board bearing an inscription hanging over the door.
Nowadays Jiif is used to mean “flat”. In the Oracle-Bone
Inscriptions, J is the pictograph of asingle leaf door. In
ancient writing systems, fif} depicts a scroll of bamboo

slips bound together.

i 2 (D)
B A, S
R i
. P, B,
AT, 5]
SR

— ik yibian one time
ik pubian common; universal

WHh biandi everywhere; all over the place
T3k B ki qianbian wanbian thousands of times

The Way of Chinese Characters




R

bidao
surface;
matrilineal 2
. \erl S L}
relatives (e
ﬂ;:"

¢
S

9
j'f ”%!

ASSOCIATIVE COMPOUND In its ancient form, the
character 3% looks like a fur coat with the fur facing
out, signifying “a fur coat” Later 2% came to mean
“outside,” “surface,” “appearance,” “to show;” “example;”
“chart;” or “form.” In addition, 3 refers to the children
of paternal aunts or maternal uncles or aunts, while
%% (tang, [main] hall) is used for the children of
paternal uncles. The original meanings of %% and &
indicate that traditionally, children of paternal uncles
were considered closer to the inner family and more

important. In Chinese, ZRB (maternal relatives) are

also called #h (literally “outside relatives”).

R TE. FURAK,
. ML AAC,
TSN, WER AR
RPN, GRS
G KMk RFL K
LA GRBD 4R

v i xR

ZX 1M bidomian surface

A% waibido appearance
KB bidoxian behavior; performance

J311/ 931

bié
other; do not

ASSOCIATIVE comMPoUND  In the Oracle-Bone
Inscriptions, the left part of Jil] represents a knife and
the right part resembles bone fragments, signifying
the action of separating bones from flesh. The primary
meaning of /7] is “to separate” or “part.” Its extended
meanings include “distinguish,” “other;” “another,” and
“do not.” In the simplified character Jll, the right part is
the knife radical 1], justas in the traditional version, but

the left bottom part is JJ, which differs slightly from

the traditional character Jjill.

Al e WS,
e (qua),  AFEIRLLT]
WNEEER. 5, %
(G GilLACIE o
MR, RS
A N ITeAE S, BREHS
FRIRHA AN

B biéde else; other
FERI tebié special; especially

HIN biérén other people; others

JIl¥ biézi mispronounced or wrongly written character

ASSOCIATIVE coMPOUND The character ¥K is the
combination of the ice radical ¥ and water 7K,
signifying that ice is frozen water. K can be used as a
verb meaning “to cool things with ice,” “to make cold,”
and as an adjective meaning “iced,” “ice-cold,” etc. In
some word combinations like KH#f (bingtang, crystal

sugar), UK stands for an ice-like substance.

KSR W W
EHEEVO , K, =
FRIK &5 K. Y4haT
YRR, FRAT NI E5E
A B UK R PE 5
W] O 25, 1814
K—F%

VK4H bingxiang fridge
HIVK huabing to skate; skating

VKK bingshui iced water
UKz bingjiling ice cream

(OF)

\®]
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T

bing

illness; to become ill

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character i is
made up of the sick radical I (né) and the phonetic
component A (bing, third), meaning “illness’
“ailment,” “sickness.” “disease.” “to fall ill;” “defect) or
“fault.” In Seal Script, J looks like a bed for the sick.
The characters with the sick radical are often associated
with illnesses or unhealthy conditions, such as ¥ (4i,
cancer), Ji (tong, ache), 38 (shou, skinny), 7 (yang,
itchy), J& (féng, mad; crazy), etc. In ancient forms,
N depicts a fish tail and later was borrowed to mean
“third,” or “third heavenly stem” (sce page 20).

| OME. 1, W

E SWIN Ttk 3
HAAER, 5] AR
FIfgehs . AL BIRE,
Y7517 2 BB R
IR EANEAT R,

UV N SN2 S TN
W L L . N, B
o BIRfR, By
RRFWH =0, R
N e 5 =

99 shengbing to fall sick
J% N\ bingrén patient

£ kanbing to go to a doctor
L maobing shortcoming; defect

PHONETIC LOAN CHARACTER In the Oracle-Bone
Inscriptions, the horizontal stroke of the character A~
represents the ground, and the three strokes underneath
signify a germinating seed. The original meaning of A~
was “seed of a plant,” but later was borrowed to mean

«_ » « »
no or not.

A s o BRI
AR T H R AR
TR AT . RZAE A
o, AFEAM.

ANl bacud not bad; pretty good

NJA] buténg different; not the same

ANA bujiti before long; near future ANH bayong need not

bu
step; pace

ASSOCIATIVE cOMPOUND In the Oracle-Bone and
Bronze Inscriptions, the character #F represents
two footprints, one in front of the other. Its original
meaning is “to go on foot” or “to walk,” from which it
has derived the meanings “step,” “pace;” “stage,” “degree,”
and Ssituation” In Regular Secript, # still bears a
resemblance to two footprints, one on the top and the

other underneath.

£ wE. T &
o BER A AT
—ARATEIR . A&
IATE, G2

[ Bt HiB A%

dJ 4
Y 494

%9

Hi2D paobu to run D jinbu progress; to progress

WP sanbu take a walk

— 1k - N . . .
[F]25 téngbu to synchronize; synchronization

The Way of Chinese Characters

(OF)

(6%



The character 4" looks like
a seedling just breaking through the ground. The

EXPLICIT CHARACTER

horizontal stroke represents the ground and the part

F

underneath is the root of the seedling. The meanings

cdi of 7" include “just,” “only,” “not until,” “ability,” “talent,”
etc.

not until; only then

A fRd. Wb
BRI, FoRETE
AR B
RFEAEARYIE, GIH
Al o

[ 4 gangcai just now; a moment ago
14" kducai cloquence

7 BE cainéng talent; ability
KA tiancai genius; talented

ASSOCIATIVE AND PICTOPHONETIC cOMPOUND The
e, .
character g is composed of the grass/plant radical

™ and phonetic and signifying component 3 (cii),

meaning “vegetable.” In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions,

the character K looks like a hand picking fruits from

cai
dish: cuisine: a tree, and means “pick;” “pluck,” or “gather” When
vegetable vegetables are ripe, people will gather them.

-‘H'- E\%}F/g zlgé:jz?f'
%ﬁomw Ko KR
HRMZE. X, &5,
BULT- A IR

K gingcai green vegetable
BE2E didncai to order dishes

3% zuodcai to cook
3B caidan menu

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character % consists
of the radical £ (shi, eat) and phonetic element AN

(can), meaning “to eat,” “food,” or “meal.” In the Oracle-

Bone Inscriptions, the lower part of £ resembles a

high-legged container full of food, while the upper
part represents an open mouth, referring to the act of
cating. In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, the character

A depicts a hand next to a skeleton or bones, meaning

g wE. ite, M,
u%ﬁm Wz 8. HE
DY S S = e T
N OREIHE, R iEB
FERETN T BN ADS,
FoRGR ) Rz A
fREL7/

“remnant,” “ferocious,” etc.
48 canting dining hall L4 cangudn restaurant
H4& zhongean Chinese food Pi%E xican Western-style food

(O8]

SN

The Way of Chinese Characters




Fi/

ce
toilet

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER  The character Jij
contains the radical /' (yin, shed; roof; shelter) and
the phonetic element HIf (¢, rule; regulation), meaning
“lavatory” or “toilet.” In the Bronze Inscriptions, =[]
is the combination of %} (ding) and a knife. %t is a
large, three-legged bronze caldron. In ancient times,
laws and regulations were often carved on 4. Hence,
Al means “law;” “rule.” or “regulation.” In Seal Scripe,
4t is replaced by H in the character R, but the knife
part I remains. JA is a variant of Ji, from which the
simplified character J has derived. U1 is the simplified

form of H.

Bl B, R GRURD
R, =ARipT. Ji,
. SO, e,
DRIy A R 9 A % S i ¢
ZIsEArah b, ) GHSY,
AZAFA, WHER
i), RONEET . [RI
A= e,
B0 R (1) 20358 ph s o
FH o JAL R Bl
P A I 2 87 R

) g % BT césud bathroom; toilet
%ﬁ/ﬁ @ ,EJJ é ﬁ( %EIJ- EFI %&fﬁ %Al ndncé men’s room

A gongce public toilet
i} niice women’s room

7

—_—a

cha
to check; to look up

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character £T consists
of the wood radical /K and the phonetic component
H_ (dan), originally referring to a wooden raft. ¥ has
been extended to mean “to check,” “to examine,” “to
investigate,” “to look into,” or “to consult (a reference
book, dictionary, etc),” probably because one has
to check a raft carefully before setting off on it. H. is
composed of H and a horizontal stroke underneath,
symbolizing the sun rising above the horizon. H.

therefore means “daybreak” or “dawn.”

B &, ZEhEK,
HE . REEEAR, Hig.
AP AR, WA
RIAM . 51 HRH W
&, oA, WMk (BT
M, AERAE . H,
A AU AR,

e PN s s My
i, AFAH RSN

it jiancha to check; to inspect P[] chawen to interrogate
FHAE didochd to investigate PP H cha zididn to consult a dictionary

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER In Seal Script, the
character 4% consists of ! (the grass or herb radical),
and the phonetic element 4% (yd), meaning tea. In
Rgular Script, %% contains* (grass radical), A (rén,

man; person), and A (mu, wood; tree), resembling a

®BE. REEAR—
TOpEm, REE, AR
Ty RS AR
“OR7ORE A AY

@« gy
person harvesting tea leaves. e
Yy Z chayé tea; tea-leaves AR chabéi teacup
Zr //%\ ZRfH chagudn tea house A1 7% hongchd black tea

The Way of Chinese Characters
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ASSOCIATIVE COMPOUND In the Bronze Inscriptions,

) the character % consists of 25 (mai, wheat) on top and
% ahand and I (gong, to work) underneath, suggesting
the act of rubbing off wheat husks with one’s hands.

cha/cha Its extended meanings include “to differ from,” “to

to fall short of

fall short of] “lacking,” “wrong,” “poor, “not up to
standard,” and “inferior.” In Regular Script, the top part
of % is similar to “F (yang, sheep) and the bottom
partis ..

= TR eI R

2, TREFHTL,

R ULk, 2
PERIA o | R R A 22
(EAZ . Z—HD |

R, b (R
M, ZEWEED , AU
AHREE (g, |
B .

ZEMANZ chabudud almost; about the same
2] chabié difference

2=—Bh chayididn almost; missed by just a little bit
Z28F chaju gap; disparity

PICTOGRAPH Initsancient form, the character 1= looks
like an old man with long hair and a walking stick. The

original meaning of {% is “long hair,” and the extended

meanings include “long,” “length,” “strong point,” “be

good at,” etc. When % means “head?” “leader;” or is used

as the verb “to grow;” it is pronounced as zhang.

zhang
to grows;
leader

R . LWHERE
AR EN. KBRS
R, SIHBARE. &
A Rl HRSE. RAF
RENEIG, AR

I changchéng the Great Wall
4 shéngzhing grow; grow up

S GG P R S

{21 chdngqi long term
I xiaozhidng (school) president; headmaster

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER In Seal Script, ff consists

i&

of the radical IlJ (jin, scarf) and the phonetic indicator
i (shang, uphold; esteem). The original meaning of

was “skirt” or “clothes,” but later came to mean “often,’

“constant,” and “ordinary.” In its ancient form, M is

chang i h of f, wh I bl k
often; a pictograph of a scarf, whereas [#] resembles smoke
ordinary drifting from a window.

R ZECREh, v
B. AZRH T, BEAR
By BRI, WA
WA

W55 changchang often; frequently
Wik changshi  common sense; general knowledge

EH feichang unusual; extraordinary
IE¥ zhéngchang regular; normal

The Way of Chinese Characters




The character ¥ is
comprised of the earth radical 1= and the phonetic

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER
element %5 (yang), meaning “field,” “stage,” or “a large
place used for a specific purpose.” In the Oracle-Bone
Inscriptions, the upper part of % is H (n, sun), while
the lower part resembles sunlight piercing through the
clouds. %7 means “sun” or “sunshine” When comparing
%5 with % (yi, easy), note that % has a horizontal line
under the sun part. The simplified character % derives

from the cursive style of the traditional character .

. e, S
w AP, 51
A BRI, 5,
Wik 1EH, w2y (B
%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ %ﬁ%%
AR . ?%%
HI % ?%%Eii

1117 24 o

Yol

PN N
S kY giuching ball field; sports ground

T35 shangching mall; department store

5371 jichang airport
J#15 guingching public square

chang
to sing

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character "8 contains
the mouth radical |1 and the phonetic component &
(chang, flourishing), meaning “to sing” & consists
of [ (ri, sun) on top and EI (yug, speak; say) at the
bottom. Its original meaning was “to speak openly” or
literally “speak under the sun” and symbolizes being
truthful and frank. & can also mean “prosperous” or

“fourishing.”

B BE. i, 5.
El’ /lél?n_uo ﬁf/;\EI’ i<
(Wah) o A
I E R, SIHRE
SIS P

IEAX changgé to sing a song
IR

yanchang sing (in a performance)

4H héchang chorus; to chorus
"5 /1 changpian gramophone record

chao
to CXCCCd; to surpass

The
is comprised of i (z8u, walk) and the phonetic

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER character }J{]lilz

component {9 (zhao). Its original meaning is “to
jump over, from which it has derived the meanings

» o«

“to surpass, “to exceed, “to overtake, “to excel
“to go beyond,” “to transcend,” “superb,” “detached;
“super-,” “ultra-] etc. In the Bronze Inscriptions, the
upper part of 7 looks like a person walking rapidly
with arms swinging, while the lower part represents a
human foot. 49 is made up of 1 (kéu, mouth) and the
phonetic indicator JJ (dao, knife), meaning “to call

« » « »
to convene, or to summon.

8. ek, A,
ARELPEE, IHEA
%@\Kﬁ%ﬁ%\ﬁ
%ﬂﬁﬁZ%go
. e, JIE
m»Z%H¥W% YEES

H R o

e Wxe X 2%

HEB#L 15 chaoji shichdng supermarket
B chaozhong overweight

B\ chaorén superman
I chaosu to go over the speed limit
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PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character "} consists [@ ﬂ%%o %iﬁég’

i i 71> s .
l:[ / I\ E)fht}le) mouth.rad‘l‘caI- IZI” :tnd the ph[c:n“etlc elemelnt” b ,/|\ % . *lés% E& ﬁﬁé 1.
/ shdo), meaning “noisy,” “to quarrel “to wrangle,” or Zl—(%a?juﬁ g, o EF' Fj?ﬁ‘

“to disturb.” In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, s depicts

wh WhEE . HEELEE. /D,

four grains of sand, suggesting “few;” “little;” “less,” “to be

chao 2 ALy H
to quarrel- short of;” and “missing.” In Regular Script, the bottom %ﬂ:} ° %E Eﬁ H IQ%IE IEIE
n oisy ’ grain becomes a downward left stroke. * i'%HEI /J A EI(] Yd ? o = ?E' %&E

0 2N il 1 SN AN
' LR

3 ) ]
% g))g IJ) Eﬁ 'll /j? V‘ % ,# WEAE chiojia to quarrel WERE chionao noisy

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character £l consists 2 i oy y.

S N . R , WO, A/ % ,
%?ﬁ / j‘ of the clothing radical # and the phonetic component %ﬁ,% . :'é::f%, ]j‘] Z\z R ﬁﬁ % )
7N % B (gin), meaning “lining” #l also extends to mean ; o s < 2
“place something underneath,” “provide a background ifi;éig ﬁ"ﬁ"f}t? ’EFI ijﬁ o

Qﬂz A ’ AN FID

for,” or “set oft.” In the Bronze Inscriptions, i contains

chen : s Aty 2 ke MLV
lini the radical . and the phonetic component 2 (xin), 1& o [ E%%Tﬁlauj‘
ining e e R e AVEEL DN
meaning “close” or “intimate” In the simplified HAL P> H
character 4, 5} replaces #i, since the pronunciation of * Hﬁ °
T (ctin) is similar to that of # (chen).
42 chenshan shirt; blouse Bl chenkt underpants
HFE chentud set off; serve as a foil to S K fanchén set off by contrast
ASSOCIATIVE COMPOUND In the Qraclc-Bonc and EJZ @%ﬁ\o Eﬁ%‘»i‘ éi
}j& Bfl:on?e ?nscriptior;s., the .c};laracbter 1}75(} de;;jigts( tl}; aIct FIK 1%:( DLR, (3570 ae)
tt t t ttle- e . A
Zri;an;l ﬁia:)i?; is t‘rclfa:?ﬁr:’ o: “tce> ca)o(fnpletev:utask’s’ 55—, 2&%2‘%“‘% i Al
- ; 4k BE 56 2 1O AT 2
hén from which the meanings “to finish,” “to accomplish,” mnﬁj?jlj ﬁkﬁ_ﬂ%o . ?’_I EFI =
cheng “to succeed,” “achievement,” “to become,” “to turn into,” ﬁﬁjﬁ‘z N E‘ZIjJ N E‘Z'T)E N
to become; ’ g ’ , PSS . A
to succeed “capable] “all right, “established” and “one-tenth” iﬁ‘z > E‘Zﬁj > E‘Z N E‘Z
~ pione W che B L (), B
//// have derived. In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, J¥, is the WLSF o wu) » 2o
/) / pictograph of a battle-axe. Later J¥; was borrowed to Eﬁ'%’i\ éz\if%*@ 1]
mean “the fifth heavenly stem” (see page 20) and “the BRI =R s,
{ . . » =2 AN ALY N
%;4 fifth (in order). B 7S, RS AR
N SREETR
F& Fi m SE/% wénchéng to complete J2) chénggdng success; to succeed
"X 400 zr N chéngrén adule J§ 74y chéngwéi to become
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il

chéng
city; town

The character 3 is
comprised of the soil/earth radical - and the phonetic

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER

element i{% (chéng, succeed), originally meaning “wall.”
Since all cities had walls in ancient times, i extended

« .oo»
to mean Clty.

BGEE. fEL, R
AF IR, At
A8, BT 2

i chéngshi city
W glichéng anceint city

3k changchéng the Great Wall
W& chéngbio castle; tower

ez

chéng
journey; schedule

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER The character F consists
of the growing grain radical /K and the phonetic element
12, signaling the act of weighing or measuring grain.
Originally 7 was a general name of measurements of all

» «

to assess,

» o«

kinds, and later came to mean “to measure,

“rule) “regulation;” “order, procedurc formula,”
“schedule,” “journey,” or “distance.” 5 is formed with
Il (k8u, mouth) and -F: (ting, a person standing on the
ground), representing a man standing on the ground
and speaking. It’s used to mean “to appear,” “to show,”

to submit,” and “petition.

2 IEE. 1tk i,
B R . AR
i@]mnu*ﬁ’ E"lIEFlﬁj*%
LR %E%E\ FEF. BRRE.
Ef e B, JBE. 1t
, . B— ANubeE
f@l:%mo ;u\%u/\ﬁg\
W, Bk, B 15,

H#2 richéng daily schedule; agenda
HFE Iichéng mileage

HiIFE danchéng single trip; one-way
SIFEH jichéngché taxis cab

PICTOPHONETIC CHARACTER  The character 0%
combines the mouth radical I and the phonetic
’Z, (a7), meaning “to eat.” The character “Z is derived
from the character “X, (qj, air) meaning “to supplicate”

or “beg for alms,” etc. In the Oracle-Bone and Bronze
Inscriptions, " looks like three thin clouds in the sky,
meaning “air” or “breath.” Be sure to note the difference

between "<, and Z..

Iz ﬂé% ’MIZI, /Z*é

/‘\“zo ZJHH —(‘% \/f/ktﬁﬁ
A, REEER SRt

"7 8] chifan to have a meal; to eat I
WZ# chict to feel jealous

/NIZ xidochi snack; refreshments

hdochT tasty; delicious
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W/ T8

chong
to dote on

ASSOCIATIVE AND PICTOPHONETIC coMPOUND The
character £ combines the roof radical *** with the
semantic and phonetic element #E (I6ng, dragon),
originally meaning “to worship,” “respectable,” or
“glory” Extended meanings of fig are “favor (especially
of the emperor),” “to favor, or “to pamper.” In the
Oracle-Bone and Bronze Inscriptions, #g is the sketch of
adragon. In Chinese tradition, the dragon is considered
an auspicious totem that can bring rain to the fields, and
is also the symbol of the emperor. J§ is a variant form of
#E, from which the simplified character ¥ derives. In
the character 7, the “dragon” part is simplified.

—

B ke, 1,

HEEE, HEJNACRAIE L
o AEAHAIRLE

SOME, SIH Ay L TR
S SN TR AN
MSF. HE, ZIB. B
ot P S BT HE AR o
IR CATR HE 7 R .,
A P IR AL T 3L
e EIE— DRk, 8
T 55 S R AL o

% TEY) chdngwl pet

TE% chong’ai to dote on; to love dearly

{j? {j% #E 51, chdngér favorite 1 chdnghuai spoiled
ASSOCIATIVE coMPOUND In the Oracle-Bone and H:Il /@%‘:o Eﬁ%i\ {fli
L_[ Bronze I:scrlptl;)ns,llfhc charac.tcr :":I:;' resembles a foo: EF 2’_( ?J:%Bﬁé 1k, —F_ELIZ
on top of a cave dwelling, meaning “to go or come out. = —
L D a8 ogoorament RN, RRARTE
Extended meanings of } include “to appear” “happen, E
chii “issue,” “produce,” etc. In Regular Script, H looks quite °
to go out different from its earlier forms.

H 3 chalai come out

H I chakdu exit; export

2% chaqu goout
I chaxian to appear; to emerge

chi
beginning;
clementary

ASSOCIATIVE coMPOUND The character #/] is made
up of the clothes radical % (4<) and JJ (dao, knife),
suggesting that “cutting cloth is the beginning of
making a dress.” Its extended meanings are “beginning,”

» «

« » « T [T
start, “first) “original, “elementary,” “basic,” “junior;
and “carly” Note the differences between the clothes

radical % (4¢) and the show/altar radical ¥ (7%).

7 o WE s

K /A ET), AREAE
KIehiAcZ th. G1H &
PRAG . Ik (IR
I, HIFE) | R
(B2« BALH) (H)
e I L BEH BRI
S RAE

P P )

Y1) chagr initial stage
Y chazhong junior middle school

YK chad first time
WIEEH chiuxuézhé beginner

The Way of Chinese Characters




CHARACTER INDEX

By Integrated Chinese Lesson

This index contains all the characters found in = Bound Form

Integrated Chinese Level I, Part 1 and Level 1, Part 2 MW =  Measure Word
arranged as they appear in cach lesson. P =  Particle
QP = Question Particle
() = Variant/Radical Form

RADICALS (1) shi to show 11
ANU) rén person; people 1 %/¢ mi silk 11
JIC)) dao knife 1 H &r ear 11
Vi li power; strength 2 2 (%) yi clothing 12
N you right hand; again 2 =) yan word; speech 13
[ kou mouth; entrance 2 H/N bei cowry shell 13
] wéi enclose 3 £ z8u to walk 14
i tl earth 3 B zu foot; enough 14
A XT sunset; evening 3 4 jin metal; gold; (surname) 14
X da big; great 4 /17 mén door; gate 15
i ni female; woman 4 4 zhut short-tailed bird 15
SR zi baby; child 4 [55] yu rain 15
~F cun inch 5 r shi to eat 16
7N xido little; small 5 /L ma horse 16
T gong tool; work; labor 5
% yao tiny; small 6 NUMERALS
E gong bow 6 — yi one 17
L) Xin heart 6 _ or two 17
X ge dagger-axe / = san three 17
F &) shou hand 7 my si four 17
H ri sun; day 8 En wil five 18
H yue moon; month 8 X lid six 18
A md wood 8 B qi seven 18
K@) shui water 9 N\ ba eight 19
K(w) - hug fire 2 i jit nine 19
H tian field; (surname) 10 - shi ten 19
H mu eye 10

The Way of Chinese Characters

S3IX3IANI



MR
Iy

i/
/i
£/8
bt
s
e

ni

hdo/hao

ging
wen
gui

xing

wo

xian

xué

LESSON 1

you

good; fine/ to like; to be fond
of

please; to invite

to ask (a question)
honorable; expensive
surname

I; me

QP

elder sister

to be called; to call
*what

QP

name

character

first

to be born; to grow
(surname); plum
friend

king; (surname)
friend

to be

old

teacher

QP

not; no

to study

also; too

people; person
center; middle
country; nation
north

capital city

beautiful

129

77

139

177

74

189

178

128

94

93

148

120

124

222

183

148

110

204

10

133

152

108

149

118

33

190

196

218

74

28

96

121

Al
i8]

i

/4
/4

/B

na/nei
de
zhao
pian
zhe(i)

ba

ge
hai

shéi

knob; button

agreement; appointment

LESSON 2

that

possessive P
photograph; to shine
MW (for tablets, films); slice
this

father; dad

mother; mom

MW (general)

child

who

she

male

younger brother

he

elder brother

son; child

to have; to exist

(have) not/ to sink

tall; high

(written) language; script
family; home

how many; a few

two; a couple of
younger sister

and; harmonious/ *warm
to do

to work; to do

law; rule

all; both/ capital

doctor; medicine

The Way of Chinese Characters

130

208

126

49

213

134

214

23

68

75

147

163

127

50

163

67

57

204

66

177

89

87

113

122

78

225

225

116

54

197



S| bai
e ying
g/% A
7451 hao
)= xing
1 qi
N tian
7S jin
i nian
% dud
/% sul
nz cht
/R fan
e z&n
B/ R yang
K tai
T le
it/ xie
= X

R/ huan

K/ H cai

18 /i hai/huan
nJ ké
111 /41 men
/5 didn
i ban
i win
= shang
/0 jian
1 zai
/O xian
1 zai

The Way of Chinese Characters

white; (surname)
flower; hero; *England

love; to love

LESSON 3

number

star

period (of time)
sky; day

today; now

year

many; much

age

to eat

meal; (cooked) rice
how

kind; appearance
too; extremely

P

to thank

to like; happy
happy; joyous
dish; cuisine; vegetable

still; yet/ to exchange; to
return

but; to permit
*(plural suffix)
dot; o’clock
half

evening; late
above; top

to see

again

now; present

at; in; on

24

201

22

77

188

136

168

95

129

56

162

39

59

194

164

108

187

181

83

34

75

102

122

51

25

173

145

13

210

183

210

Al
i/ 1R

8/

ke

shi

hén
mang
ming
wei/weéi
yin
téng
ren

shi

qiu
kan
dian

shi

shi
hou
ying
chang
qu
wai

ke

quarter (hour); to carve
affair; matter

very

busy

bright

for

because

same

to recognize; to know

to recognize

LESSON 4

week; cycle

end

to hit

ball

to watch; to read
electricity

to view; to look at
to sing

song

to jump

to dance; dance
to listen

sound; music
music/ happy
book

correct; toward
time

time; season; await
shadow

often; ordinary
to go

outside; foreign

guest

103

79

119

124

176

200

170

142

150

220

124

45

140

101

52

152

37

68

169

179

169

200

209

155

56

149

80

202

36

140

172

103

S3IX3IANI



i3
it
LA

/5
P

gin

diE
~
S

>

4

il

CE

in|

\
7

#
7l / 5l

W &

Ul
I

zué

cuo
xiang
jiao/jué

dé/déi

ST
zhi
shui
suan
zhao

bié

ya
jin
kuai
lai
jie
shao
xia
xing

piao/
piao

liang
Zuo
na/néi

xiao

yesterday

*s0; place

with

long time

wrong; error

to want to; to think

to sleep/ to feel; to think

to obtain; to get; P/ must;
have to

meaning

to think

only

to sleep

to calculate

to look for; to seek

other; do not

LESSON 5

P

to enter

fast; quick

to come

to be between

to introduce; to continue
below; under

mood; interest

*pretty/ to float

bright
to sit
which
school
to drink
tea
*coffee

*coffee

224

162

198

98

45

185

99

48

199

159

217

158

161

212

32

192

96

105

106

94

146

182

189

135

113

225

126

186

78

35

100

60

/i

niﬂ

o

Az

/Tt

fi] /]
i/
B/t
/=
i/
wh/ TR
/%
"

il

ba
yao
ping

qi

t
guan
lido
cai

hui

hua
wéi/wei
jiu

nin

wei

jian
ti
kai
hui
jié

ke

shi
hou
kong/
kong
fang
bian/
pian

dao

P (a sentence-ending particle)

to want

bottle

to rise

to give

cup; glass

to play; to have fun
picture; drawing
place; building

to chat

not until; only then

to return

LESSON 6

speech

Hello!; Hey!

just

you (polite)

MW (for people [polite])
noon

MW (for rooms); between
topic; question

to open; to operate
meeting

MW (for classes); holiday
class; lesson

grade; level

test; to test

test; to try

after; behind

free time/ empty; sky

square; side; method

convenient; handy/
*inexpensive

to arrive

The Way of Chinese Characters

195

135

136

68

28

173

171

73

34

84

82

176

99

130

175

178

90

167

100

84

94

104

86

101

80

104

31

48



W/ Ip ban
7N 90ng
= shi
T xing/
hang
sk déng
WA qi
/T bang
/Y zhtin
i/ % béi
B/ 2 lian
H/2 xi
A/ it shud
17} ol
el dan
i gén
i mian
1#B/8 fu
/5 Xxié
18 man
57 zht
H/%E bi
/5K zhang
A/ 4R zhi
#(F  jiao/jiao
14 /1 déng
FL(F)  zhén
Y2 VA
Lg
TH/ T3l yu
g di
i/ 1 yu

The Way of Chinese Characters

to manage
public

room

to walk; okay/ firm; bank

to wait; rank

air

to help

standard; criterion
to prepare

to practice; to drill
to practice

to speak

P

but; however
with; and

face

LESSON 7

to duplicate
to write

slow

branch; MW (for long, thin

objects)
pen; writing brush

MW (for flat objects);
(surname)

paper
to teach/ education
to understand

true; real; really

inside

in advance; beforehand
(ordinal prefix)

language

25

69

152

189

50

137

26

222

29

112

181

158

21

46

69

123

64

187

119

216

30

212

92

54

214

110

206

51

205

(i}
L/l
2

&R GIK)
U

s
15/
9/ K
B
Ji/ i
S
Jig/ T
44/ M
fei

M o

=

of

réng
yi

i
han
nan
ping
zdo
géng
shi

nian

pian
ji
lei

chuang

ting
wang
su

she
zheng
gian

gao

method; way; law
to hold; to contain
easy

word

Chinese ethnicity
difficult; hard
level; even

early

skill

begin

to read aloud

to record
handsome; smart

cool; cruel

LESSON 8

MW (for articles)
to remember; to record
tired

bed

to wash

bath

side

to emit; to issue
new

brain

meal

hall

net

to stay; to lodge
house; residence
just; upright
front; before

to tell; to inform

58

142

199

43

76

127

135

211

70

150

129

157

105

134

88

108

42

181

211

31

57

188

128

34

170

174

160

147

215

138

67
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5/
[
s
S
£

H
=)
B

i

b=

\r
Ve

= mOR
~~ ~~
pain

/AT

b S SN
S
/ =

su

jing
zht
dao
féng
xin
zui
jin
cha
zhuan
ye
X1
wang
néng
yong
xiao

zhu

shang

dian

X1
shou
huo
yuan
fa
jian
chen
shan
yan
se

huang

to tell; to relate
already

to pass through
to know

road; way

MW (for letters)
letter; to believe
most

close; near
except

special
profession

to hope

to hope; to gaze
can; to be able to
to use

to laugh; to smile

to wish (well)

LESSON 9

commerce; business
store; shop

to buy

east

west

sale; to sell
merchandise
personnel
clothing; to serve
MW (for items)
lining

shirt

face; countenance
color

yellow

161

198

97

216

48

62

188

224

95

41

221

197

180

175

128

203

186

221

145

51

118

53

180

154

85

206

62

91

38

145

192

144

84

AL/2L

2

Za
/%
i/ 4
H
Ul

i/ 1

N\
/|

>

>~
pu

B/

o

S

g B E o
~ ~
S =

Iife/
AR

A

T/ Fift

héng
chuan
tido

ku

shi
gong

shao/
shao

gian
kuai

mao

red

to wear; to pass through

MW (for long, thin objects)

pants
suitable
as; if

fruit; result

long/ to grow; leader

short

to suit; to fit

to suit; appropriate
altogether

few; little; less/ young

money

piece; dollar
hair; dime
penny; minute
hundred

pair

shoes

to exchange; to change
black
although

like that; so

kinds; types/ to plant

very; rather

it

to brush; to swipe
card

to receive; to accept
to pass

to pay

The Way of Chinese Characters

79

42

168

105

197

143

74

36

55

78

153

70

146

138

106

120

61

20

187

83

79

162

141

219

170

163

100

153

75

63



T hén
1B iia
e/ & fei
BB 0
= piao
Bi/¥  ching
" @
§i/% che
ay huo
e zhé
b di/de
W% e
uh zhan
G/l
/4 xian
B/ lan
R ma
J/B fan
H chi
#l 2
% song
BE/HE - you
/i rang
i hua
méi
Ik chéng
T shi
45 @
T su
4 1y
/% in
E zi

& i
W/ wan

The Way of Chinese Characters

LESSON 10

cold

vacation

to fly

machine

ticket

field

steam; gas
vehicle; car

or

(aux. verb)
earth/ P

iron

stand; station
green

line; route

blue

hemp; numb

to bother; to trouble
to go out

to rent

to see off; to deliver
post; mail

to allow; to cause; to let
to spend; flower
every; each

city; town

city; market
special

speed

road; way
tense; tight

self

oneself

strait; bay

76

90

60

86

134

37

137

12

85

213

50

169

212

184

107

58

40

223

159

204

141

81

121

39

166

160

95

223

87

172

M
R/ el

/%

bl

=
=

=
~

mén/

xiang
wu
zhud
pan

jido

LESSON 11

to compare

snow

garden

slippery; to slide

ice

just now

to report; newspaper

even more/ to alternate

(conj.)

(conj.)

warm

cold

disc; saucer
not; non-
messy; rotten
cake

winter
summer

hot

spring
autumn; fall
to stretch; to smooth out

to add

administrative division; state

stuffy/ depressed

LESSON 12

likeness; portrait
affair; task
table; desk
plate; dish

dumpling

30

190

207

81

32

66

27

69

57

138

130

109

52

60

210

67

53

182

142

43

140

156

89

219

122

185

179

222

132

93
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%% su vegetarian; made from 160 %{:ﬁ chu clear; neat 41

vegetables R
B /6 guan to involve; to close 72
=l dou bean 55
1%/ 5% i to relate to 182
i fu rotten; to turn bad 62
W hai sea 76
T fang to put; to place 59
A rou meat; flesh 143
LESSON 13
Bl wan bowl 173
i#H /15 yln to move 209
% suan sour 161
§ilj/ 5] dong to move 54
R la spicy 106
N 5% pang side; edge 132
i/ tang soup 164 77
1% /38 yudn far 207
IR wei flavor; taste 176
I .
i /B li away from 109
b jing essence; refined 97
NS hué to live; living 85
Fig /£ yan salt 193
. = nd to take; to get 125
=Y mai to sell 119
N M/ ci MW (for occurrences) 43
b wan finished 172
1/ M céng from 44
i ging green; blue 139
. B zhi straight 217
5} ké thirsty 103
1% wang toward; past 174
1 Xié MW (for indefinite amount); 186
some 2] nan south 127
% gou enough 71 e gudi to turn 72
i/ 1k e hungry 56 153 ai (exclamatory particle 22
. ) to express surprise or
i a
{4 fu tutor; instructor 64 dissatisfaction)
b tang sugar; candy 165 ¥ /AT déng Ml Meviv(o 49
it cl vinegar 44 yat you right 205
fa/fa yu fish 16 o zud left 224
fail tian sweet 168
i/ iz ji extremely; pole 86 LESSON 14
1 /18 shao to burn 146
bido surface; matrilineal relatives 32
7 niu cow; ox 7 o
18 /50 I gift; ceremony 111
T/ lidng cool 112
L) wu thing; matter 179
B ban to mix 25
7|§ bén MW (for books); foundation 29
JIN gua melon; gourd 72
/R yin to drink 200
S mi uncooked rice 12
Bl liao material 114
= wang to forget 174
el ba MW (for objects with handles) 23
N/ dai to bring; to take; to carry 45 .
¥h /58 ping component in apple 136
5 ging clear; clean; pure 139 PEOL /SRR

The Way of Chinese Characters



1F zhu
E zhong/
chéng
# jie
A/ 1k 16u
g /5 zhdng
B/ 3k tou
Ha /U cong
e shii
Ut ban
&/ shil
1 gdu
e/ 1 lidn
R/ yuan
i ydn
I} jing
=1 bi
I zul
E ding
e dan
fiwr/ 18 lan
i mu
i bing
5 yuan
Jit du
K téng
VA si
B ye
J cé
i) xiang
it ting

The Way of Chinese Characters

pear
to live (in a certain place)

heavy; serious/ again

to receive; to welcome

multi-storied building; floor
(of building)

clock

head; top

able to hear well; smart
heat; summer

class

to belong to

dog

face

round

eye

eyeball

nose

mouth

settled; decided

egg

ethics; moral principles

housemaid

LESSON 15

illness; to become ill
yard

belly; abdomen

to be painful

to die; (@ complement
indicating an extreme degree)

night
toilet
box; case

to lie (down)

109

220

219

93

114

218

171

44

156

24

156

70

112

207

193

96

29

223

52

47

116

125

33

208

55

166

159

196

35

184

165

B N m
N
%

e/

W/ K
e/
i
{23
it/ it
AL/ L

jidn to inspect

cha to check; to look up

huai bad

zhén needle

yao medicine

pian MW (for tablet; slice); slice

bian MW (for complete courses of

an action or instances of an
action)

gdn to feel; to sense

mao to belch; to emit

shén body

ti body

yang itchy

min nimble; agile

jian healthy

kang healthy; affluent

bdo to protect; insurance

xian risk; danger

gdn to rush for

yue to exceed

Xil to cease; to rest

XT to cease; to rest

lan lazy

luan randomly; messily
LESSON 16

yin to print

xiang elephant; appearance; shape

chéng to become; to succeed

yan to act; to perform

fei to spend; to take (effort)

lid (coll.) two

ma (symbol indicating a number)

ban to move

sdo to sweep

91

35

83

214

195

134

31

65

120

148

167

194

123

92

101

27

183

65

209

190

180

107

115

201

185

38

193

61

118

24

144
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chao
lidn
guang
fu
tao

yu

yi
jia
an
jing

yuan

min
bi

cha

dang
ling
zhln
ydng
qu

chong

to put in order
reason; in good order
house

to travel

LESSON 17

to quarrel; noisy
even; to link

wide; vast

to attach; near

MW (for suite or set)
residence

to lie (down)
kitchen

to guard; to protect
furniture

tool; utensil

dry

clean; pure

sand

chair

shelf

calm; safe

quiet

MW (for unit of Chinese
currency); yuan

the people; folk
currency; coin

to fall short of

to give as security
to serve as; to be
other; another

to allow

to raise

interest; interesting

to dote on

215

110

59

116

38

73

63

165

205

178

41

177

89

99

65

97

144

199

90

22

98

206

123

30

36

191

47

114

222

194

141

40

R/ b
"
JE/ W

W2/ %

i/

§&

pang

pa

shou

sai

bang

ST

shi

hua

fu

LESSON 18

fat

to fear; to be afraid of
simple

single

to run

step; pace

to bear

to clap; racket

basket

to swim

swimming

danger

to submerge; to drown
wish; hope

to lift

game; competition
border; boundary
type; style

should/ to respond

should; ought to
foot

to kick

to hold or carry in one’s arms

to press; to weigh down

by; quilt
to be burdened with

fantastic

LESSON 19

to take charge of
solid; reality

to count

to plan; to divide

father

The Way of Chinese Characters

132

131

91

46

133

33

131

107

203

202

175

192

208

167

143

88

201

64

92

166

27

191

28

46

26

150

87

82

63



mil
¥ shou
B zhéng
% zhi
1, hua
195/ 1 sheéng
& gl

B /308 ji
g/ ddo

1 /i you
WL/ hu

i/ ding

/% gian

75 /E zheng

£t she

EiS xiang

a3 gdng

=2/6 téi

] cha

i chéng

iR fan

it hang

T gian

It zhé

ifigt / %6t zhuan/
zhuan

i kao

T chuang

F/P hu

iy fén

The Way of Chinese Characters

mother

head

politics

to govern; to manage

to transform; to influence
victory; wonderful
ancient

remains; ruins

to lead; to guide

to roam; to travel

to protect

to reserve; to book (a ticket, a

hotel room, etc.)
to sign

proof; certificate
organized body
fragrant

harbor

platform; deck
beginning; elementary
journey; schedule
to return

to navigate
thousand

to fold

to turn

to lean on; to rely on
window
door; household

MW (for meal orders, jobs)

149

71

88

47

203

81

53

137

216

147

184

66

164

40

39

58

77

20

213

221

102

42

80

61

ks /5

/Bt
i
o
B
3 /0t

chao
déng

pai

yi
ying

shou

LESSON 20

to entrust

bag; sack; bundle; package
to exceed; to surpass

to climb; to ascend

plate; card; brand

to cry; to weep

to look after; to attend to
uncle

(a prefix)

aunt

to welcome

thin; slim (of a person or
animal)

grandpa; (respectful form of

address for elderly men)

milk; (paternal) grandmother

to bake; to roast; to grill

duck

LEVEL 2

to be used to
*beer

wine

to assist; to aid

leaf

171

26

37

49

104

71

155

21

198

202

155

195

126

102

191

73

133

98

220

196
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