A EREZ

THE SKY IS BRIGHT
WITH STARS

and other essays

2

E
URE SERIES

VOLUME
% INTERMEDIATE LOW
55—
Weijia Huang %1% 5% Qun Ao # FF
Boston University United States Military Academy,
West Point
”_:-::“’-ﬂ\n’.,‘}:‘—:“
T @I @@»y

CHENG & Tsur COMPANY

Boston

i-Frontmatter.indd i 2011-8-1 14:00:48



Copyright © 2012 by Cheng & Tsui Company, Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, scanning, or any information storage or retrieval system, without

written permission from the publisher.
16 15 14 13 12 11 12345678910
Published by

Cheng & Tsui Company, Inc.
25 West Street

Boston, MA 02111-1213 USA
Fax (617) 426-3669
www.cheng-tsui.com

“Bringing Asia to the World”™

Illustrations: Men iu

ISBN 978-0-88727-818-1

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Cataloging-in-publication data is available for this title.

All logos and references mentioned in this textbook are used for identification
purposes only and are the property of their respective owners.

Printed in the United States of America

i-Frontmatter.indd ii 2011-8-1  14:00:52



i-Frontmatter.indd iii

+ BX +
B 4%

Contents

English Preface

B HLER /P

Chinese Preface

B ERARE /6

Abbreviations of Parts

2/ BB

espect Elderly People?

\%

e VIFARA ) R AT IR

Dogs Afe People’s Good Friends

R Bk 2R G /AR E A B BE &2

What's Your Favorite Color?

oB 5o B B el /o8 AR B B vimvE

Drinking Tea, Wine, and Coffee

MR G / MR EHRER G

Fast Food, Box Lunches, and Hamburgers

viil

xiv

19

37

55

73

2011-8-1 14:00:52



o BMAOTHE / BMEHFaTHEK

Pendants, Sachet Bags, and Lucky Money

7 BT I ARARRE /By T I s A A

Fans, Paper-Cuts, and Kites

s ZEWMRFEHRF /  ZEWMETHEF

Celestial Love Story

o REEZZZMdh/ KR EZZudydl

The Sky Is Bright with Stars

0. KM E ELME / kIR &)

Great Wall, Imperial Palace, Terrac8ta Warri

i — B RS

Appendix 1 Texts with

M Ex = %

Appendix 2 Answ

5] % 5]

Vocabulary Inde Iphabetical by Pinyin)

iv | Contents

i-Frontmatter.indd iv

91

109

127

147

165

185

217

229

2011-8-1 14:00:53



Preface

Despite the variety of Chinese textbgoks available today,
aterials, suitable
heng & Tsui

es, starting from

the need for a coherent sequence of re
for multiple levels of Chinese proficiency,
Company recently invited us to devélop such
beginning Chinese and proceedi c a challenge we were

delighted to meet.

This series of readin Is shall consist of five volumes,

corresponding to fi e levels of Chinese proficiency.

ACTFL proficiency guidelines (please visit

ore information). Volumes two and three are

of their second year of study, or levels “Intermediate Mid” and
“Intermediate High.” Volumes four and five are appropriate for
students in the first and second semesters, respectively, of third year
Chinese: “Advanced Low” and “Advanced Mid.”

The Sky Is Bright with Stars is the first volume of this Cheng &
Tsui Readings in Chinese Culture Series. It is intended for students in

the second semester of a first-year Chinese course.
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Each volume consists of ten lessons. The text of each lesson
is approximately five hundred characters in length and has a list
of approximately thirty new vocabulary items. The vocabulary lists
were chosen based on popular, standard Chinese language textbooks,
and selections were further solidified after field testing. Exercises are
provided at the end of each lesson in a variety of formats: matching
related words, multiple-choice questions, questions covering essay
content, and discussion questions for oral practice. Answer keys and a
vocabulary index can be found at the end of each volume.

To accommodate a diverse range of proficincy levels and

learning practices, each lesson also includes a lis uently used
words and phrases that are similar in meaning to voc items, or

the ba of this book,
, together with

otherwise related to the essay. In an appendi

the full text of each essay is also pr
simplified Chinese characters, i atlon of various language
levels and teaching styles. Furthe h lesson’s text, vocabu-
lary, and exercises are print ages in both simplified and
traditional characters. answet keys and index also provide both
character forms.

We wrotd'the essays in such a way that the prose not only
conforms to s ndarin Chinese, but also retains a smooth
and straightforwa . To ensure that students continue to review
previously learned material, later lessons incorporate grammar
patterns and vocabulary words that appear in earlier lessons.

At present, many American high schools have begun to offer
an Advanced Placement (AP®) Program in Chinese, and the AP®
curriculum specifically emphasizes the need for students to under-
stand and appreciate Chinese culture while studying the language.
In preparing this series of reading materials, we made a concerted

effort to ensure that linguistic practice is seamlessly integrated

vi | Preface
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with the acquisition of cultural knowledge, so that students may
understand both contemporary and historical Chinese culture through
language learning. In order to accurately reflect both China’s histor-
ical traditions and modern trends, all lessons that refer to classical
stories include the original text along with its source. We also
consulted various relevant materials and verified facts for all lessons
that discuss present-day social issues.

We believe that students will find these compiled essays both
intellectually stimulating and engaging. Our goal is that this series’

lessons will help students broaden their lingffistic range, stimulate

their interest in learning Chinese, boost th ng comprehension
level, and strengthen their understanding of

We sincerely hope this series of Tading materials will be of use

he taking AP® Chinese

school are enrolled in Chinese

to all students of Chinese—

—

language and culture cour

fadying Chinese independently.

Any comments or criticisms from teachers and students alike
would be gladly welcomed. These insights would be invaluable for
the improvement of future editions of this book. Please direct any

feedback to: editor@cheng-tsui.com.

Weijia Huang and Qun Ao
June 2011

Boston
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Abbreviations of Parts of Speech

Partof  English Definiion  Simplified Traditional

Speech Characters Characters

n. noun AL A

v, verb Z) 14

aux. auxiliary verb B} 5} 73] zhudongci

vo. verb-object  Fj 17 dongbincizl

ve. verb dongbtijiégou
complement
structure

adj. adjecti xingréngci

pn. pron daici

m. measure 2 74 2 39 liangci

num.  numeral X18) k& shuci

ad. adverb 3 73] &)z fuci

prep.  preposition  4)~74] A~33) jieci

prep...o. preposition-  A\~15] ZE M) A3 L& AE jiecijiégou
object

conj.  conjunction i 73] 18 33 lidnci

xiv

i-Frontmatter.indd xiv

2011-8-1 14:01:03



Part of English Definition Simplified Traditional Pinyin

Speech Characters Characters

par. particle By 14) B zhuci

int. interjection ¥ 74 i A tanci

id. idioms B B E chéngyti

pra. proper noun {5‘ T 4 ‘ié] %— JH| % %3 zhuanyongmingci

ce. common wHiE #J3E changyongyl
expression

O
N
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New Vocabulary

Simplified Traditional Pinyin Partof English
Characters Characters Speech Definition

1 r% Eﬁg Eﬁ;j ;9—[; E}aa Eﬁg liangjingjing  adj. eri parkling

2 ]gﬁ’,\%t; ]%_T\%; suiyi v, asgne pleases;

ndomly

3. «?551 J}ﬁi v sprinkle; scatter

4 ’ér’:; 2 éﬁéﬁ 2 zuans 7. diamond

5. %i E an v. be scattered

6. % ud v fall; drop

7 —é‘fjc j‘lé liangguang 7. light

8 ;)); dan adj.  weak

9. g& giang adj.  strong; powerful

10. Q )/7 yan adj.  even; well-distributed

1I. ﬁﬁ% ﬁx X adj.  thin

12. ;Iéiil( g‘i ;EK juji v, gather; assemble

13. 54;: ’;: ‘:} g mimimama  adj.  thickly dotted;
}ﬁ’\})}?}’\ T-}L ;1711, numerous

152 | The Sky Is Bright with Stars
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Simplified Traditional Pinyin Part of English
Characters Characters Speech Definition
14. /fi‘]"}(]‘ /ﬁj‘}gﬂ jiedeng n.  streetlight
15. H)E] H);J ming adj.  bright
16. I, (tB f)rL) E/QLJ( h‘j E/EL’J) xian (chuxian) . appear
7. B E e diinzhao o light (alamp, fire, etc)
18. ﬁ,&!’i’ 7‘@%% wishu adj.  countless
19. H’/‘ 42 Qﬂ‘j piaomido dimly discernible
20. Z—_? ‘:F' 72 ‘:]:' kongzhon sky; air
21. /"i?‘?‘k\ /'i?‘)‘k\ dinggan rtainly; definitely
2. JH T‘F Ve downtown streets
23. FEEE 9% 3 hzhuan o stroll; go for a walk
24. 'ﬁ#’?—ﬁ«ﬁ@ e é prn. Legend of Chang’e
;‘1]-\ );] bényue
25. 'ﬁj 'h!j gidogiao ady.  stealthily; secretly
26. 5 24 li v sneak off; slip away
27. /‘}ﬁ, /ﬁ_, E_ liixing . shooting star
8. FE F £ shouzhing . palm of the hand
29. E}\E}Qiﬂﬁ Ek‘“ﬂ}\i{b momode adv.  quietly; silently
30. ‘i%}% "’;Z];ﬁ,ﬁ\ xtyuan . wish; make a vow to

147-chapter 9.indd 153
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Commonly Used Related Words and Phrases

Simplified Traditional Pinyin Partof  English
Characters Characters Speech  Definitj
I. 'L‘EL E ‘L‘EL E héngxing n. fixe
2. /f’ E //f’j'i xingxing plane
3. _/f_,\ E é‘_,\ E jinxing us
4. k i k E‘ rn.  Mars
5 7K E prn. Mercury
6. _:l’. E prn. Saturn
7. 7]\ E prn. Jupiter
8. ;6.;- mingwangxing prn.  Pluto
9. ii _fj:a,__ tianwangxing  prn.  Uranus
10. /‘g:i _fj:a,__ /g_‘i i hdiwangxing  prn.  Neptune
1I. «}%7‘% _fj:a,__ 5};%7‘]6 i yaoguangxing prn.  Alkaid (star in the
Big Dipper)
12. }é}é :_!i /g:/-é i haishixing prn. Avior (name of a star)
13. :ﬂ_,/”é :_!i :fL/'l,/i‘ i kéngquéxing  prn.  Peacock (name of a star)
14. “,'%f? ff,‘%_; :_!i ’%E‘ ,?—,‘%E i Ziwegixing prn. North Star
15. ;lt 'il‘ :_!i J]b IH] i b&idéuxing prn. the Big Dipper
154 | The Sky Is Bright with Stars
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Exercises
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Link the related words

N2
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= RBFLENIIETRA T
Choose the most appropriate phrase to complete the sentence

L R REZFPHATHSEE, ZREE
2 AABCHLETF, KABTHR,
b A BT LT, HABATHR
c fil L LF, 4mibH

Ik ABE— 8%, %
a. ZERX Loy

I

3. ZAATBLIA

a. 7Y
b. 7Tk R F YR
c. VA ar kg KAE A,

BWLR =Py 2 2%

2 MEBAERT PHLEE,
b. # % AL UL ZAKA BT
¢ BERIRIELG E 09T,

+
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Choose the most appropriate phrase to complete the sentence

L R R EPERATHSEE, BREXR
2 AABTWETF, BRABTHER,
b. #H BT LT, HABTHER,
o Fmil f LWL T, Fnid ;

2 H—LFAGB—H3

.Amwkimﬁﬁw
AT R g AR
4&%i*¢%§§%
EMERZEFHH G,
WA ARV S IKA BT
aﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁéé%ﬂo
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= AR EAEE

Choose the correct answer

LA ABLE E AR LA ATITY

a B ANRAIT ARG R LA 22,

b HAAEIFACTR EAF—AE@aET,
o B AZANEZEFeii Aot ZE 5

2. AMIA R R ZE 0 RHE A ”H—

a. 4’(’3’)4]]%5(1‘%-0&4&1 A
R i,
b. AATTZ T gl FNPUG Vi

ja] kA
c. HAT T

K3
a%ﬁzgzéiéi%iﬂéﬁﬂ*ﬁ%

75 k9
2 MAZEZHABATHR,
b. B A 2 EHAIFIUANK,
c HAZZEAATHR,

160 | The Sky Is Bright with Stars
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= REBEHEHLE

Choose the correct answer

LA AL B E E AR LA ATE?
a B BAMGEIEAARFIRER Loy 22
b B ALEFACT R EH—BEBAHT,
o P Bz v 2 E Feill R KRR,

2. ANAM A B E 0 B AR gt BN T £ 0
a. MM 3R A P g ek
K Lk
b. M- T ] %
M 4
c. Rt REFR, HP A TER

e
3. BoAt ey % 2 B A R LG AR — 1B

7 R?
. RAEZEHRAAHTHE,
b. B 22 EAHHFLMEE .
c RAZEZRARABTHE,

3 /‘?/E, %T" /}lﬁbfiél

X

a
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a WARSHF R, AMFRERTEED
%35t

b AR S FR, AMT—AHB LR E
ik,
o MAMRSHFR, AMERGIR LA

T4 V

., B EA, HBAR
Think about the questions

L AR TEHE A A 47
2. R AR *HEE? ALY
s ARANTE AR 2 2 fe B 52094557

ut your perspective
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