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| chapTer 4 My Birthday Party
K 4 8 A

ABOUT THIS BOOK
FKTAB

This volume is the first book in a larger theme of “Cultural Heritage” (3 4.1tk
72) . The sub-theme of this book is “All About Me in My Chinese World” (3 #ll
F oy L) . The underlying idea of the book is “Let Me Tell You Who T
Am” (LB A5 PR IR A ) . The story is developed based on four major strands,
d all of them common to the experience of young children:
\ (1) months and birthdays;

(2) friends and hospitality;

(3) activities at a birthday party;

(4) presents and thanks.

A birthday party is the context for helping young learners to discover similarities
and differences in the way children celebrate and play together in another culture.
The calendar and counting take on greater meaning when they are associated
with planning a birthday party. Greetings, children’s games and songs, and the
excitement of birthday food and presents help learners to develop useful phrases
and vocabulary that they can use beyond the classroom.
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CONTENT OVERVIEW: MY BIRTHDAY PARTY )

Enduring Understanding of this volume

Students will understand that they can do activities that Chinese children enjoy.

Essential Questions of this volume
What things do Chinese children like to do? Can I do them, too?
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National Foreign Language Goals Targeted ( HZE/iGEE ¥ Hbs )

Communication (VA8 ) :

Cultures ( X4k ) :

Connections ( B3 ) :

Comparisons ( }b# ) :

Communities ( #:[X ) :

Students will learn how to communicate in Chinese by using
learned vocabulary and expressions through interpersonal,
interpretive, and presentational modes.

Students will learn how to interact in a culturally appropriate
Chinese manner with people in their immediate world, especially
in the roles of guest or host. They will learn about some culturally
significant foods and pastimes.

Students will learn about months, calendars and birthdays,
counting with an abacus, tangrams, foods.

Students recognize that differences in tones have importance
in Chinese. They will also recognize that fanzi is composed of
strokes that must be written in certain ways. These strokes are
different from English alphabets.

They will share what they learn in class with other children and
their families.
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Objectives ( H¥s)
Linguistic objectives (i & H##) : Students will be able to:

(1) recognize and use vocabulary and phrases related to the topics of calendar and
months, greetings, gift-giving, birthdays and birthday events, and pastimes;

(2) use basic sentences and simple expressions to talk about these topics.

Content related objectives (HAl1*#F} H#5) : Students will be able to:
(1) point out their birthday on a calendar;

(2) recognize an abacus as a mathematics tool and perform simple operations;

(3) use tangrams to create designs.

Cultural objectives (X fL H#5) : Students will be able to:
(1) identify special Chinese birthday foods with their cultural meanings;

(2) participate in literary traditions such as Tang poems and children’s rhymes and
songs;

(3) recognize the idea that tones are important for understanding and speaking
Chinese;

(4) participate in culturally appropriate greetings and gift-giving;

(5) participate in typical Chinese games and pastimes.

Literacy objectives (%5 H ##) : Students will be able to:

(1) recognize the form, meaning, and pronunciation of ten Chinese characters that are
derived from pictographs;

(2) know that Aanzi 1s written with strokes that follow proper order;

(3) recognize some hanzi from the text and from signs or labels in the classroom as they
develop their sight vocabulary.

78



e —— . ———— — A ————. e ——. A — e A ———— - ———— "

% Hi
B HE: SRS () PORREREE B, b, AL, R RA
lno
(2) FIHEA ) TR0 0 2450 S R 08 SR 0 1
Sl B E bR . £ AE (1) AT LIS A QR H
(2) WEIREE SR — R T PR Bk i 2 5
TR
(3) H-BI5HHE— L

ALHE . “AAKRE () 45 HHRLE gy E S AR HIZE, dRE i X e ey
Pr (R ST AL 7 L

(2) ARERASURA S0 p B A% 4 8 i S LK
(3) gw Tﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂv I HLRGE Y5 0 B g b S, B SO
Tk
(4) 4 HEE 22 10 AL AR 1) B AN 45 4L -
(5) Z 5 AR RT3
BEEHR: A5 () BRI SIEXFRTE, 7 XAk
(2) TATHBL T AR A 3T 2 1 2 5 )
(3) MIRAS, 5= BLA bR A0 5 B vp R — S




80

_‘\ '/
My BIRTHDAY PARTY "/ -
B4 HE ]
LESSON PLANS

In this section, the objectives, materials, and lessons outlines for all lessons in the accompanying Student
Book are provided. Laoshi are encouraged to design their own activities for Tone practice, Quick
Wrap-up / Review and Closing routine, and to adapt all suggestions for their own class situations,
based on the models provided.
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Lesson 1: My Birthday Is Coming Soon! #RIf2: H#t3] T !

Objectives ( S HFR )

Linguistic objectives ( ES HHR ) : Students will be able to:
* tell people the month of their birthday (1.1)

Cultural objectives ( X4k HB5 ) : Students will be able to:
* demonstrate appropriate, customary Chinese classroom behavior for this age group
(2.1)
* address teacher as i (Laoshi) (1.1, 2.1)

Literacy objectives ( %5 H#5 ) : Students will be able to:
* recognize the form, meaning, pronunciation of “A” and “H” (1.2)
* recognize that tones are important for speaking Chinese (4.1)
+ understand that strokes are important in writing Chinese, a language that does not

use an alphabet as in English (4.1)




Materials Needed ( #BHE M E )

1) A calendar.
2

PN

5

Lesson Outline ( ZFmER)

Day1l )

) Flashcards for the months, to display on the board or use in the circle.

) Birthday symbol cutout for each child (birthday cake, birthday hat, for example).
) Flashcards for the Chinese number 1 to 12.

) Flashcard for the hanzi “/E” and “H” .

Preview, review, and | a) Classroom routine: Greeting,

“teaser” b) How’s the weather today? ( 4 KKK /ELAFE? )

XRTFEHE ¢) Introduction of password, or review of classroom rules.

(8 min) d) Use number flashcards to review numbers from 1 to 5 (or 1-12, if
students have already learned these numbers).

e) 'Teaser: Use one puppet who read the months aloud as he is flipping
through the calendar from January to April and then points to the
month of April in the calendar and says with excitement, “My
birthday is in April.”

The “Big Event” Page 1

PRELHG Zh a) Laoshi introduces the concept of “calendar” by showing a calendar

(15 min) in English and a calendar in Chinese, using the English calendar
to establish meaning. Count the number of months on the English
calendar, and the number of months on the Chinese calendar.

b) Number counting: Use flashcards to teach or review (if the students

have already learned) numbers 1-4.

* Ask one student to come to the front and then ask the whole class
“How many students are here? ( X HAJLAN%¥47 ) ” Hand
the number [ flashcard to the student to hold it up. Laoshi then
leads the whole class as they count “—"

* Ask one more student to come to the front and then ask the whole
class “How many students are here? ( X H G JILN2=4E?7 )~
Hand the number 2 flashcard to the new student to hold it up.
Laoshi then leads the whole class as they count “ "

“
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* Repeat the same procedure to count the numbers 3 and 4.
c) Teacher leads the whole class to read the months while flipping
through the calendar from January to April.
d) Play the “Finding Buddy Game” ( 87 %% ) with the Lotus
( faff€ ) rhyme (only chant to April).

e, fife, JLAIF? —HAIF, ZHIF.

ZHAI, ZHI. ZHAAI, WHIF.

* Students walk hand in hand in a counter-clockwise manner while
reciting the rhyme. Right after the students say “P4 H F+, Laoshi
then says “__.” while holding up the number flashcard.

* The students then forms groups of 2. If Laoshi says “=7", the
students then need to form groups of 3.

* After the students seem very confident in forming their groups,
Laoshi only holds up the flashcard without saying the number.

* If students hesitate and cannot seem to follow, repeat the number
aloud.

Tone practice

S

—, first tone (5% — 7).

(2 min)

Quick wrap-up/ Laoshi creates a chant or rhyme to review the months from “— H” to
review “I4 H”. Have the whole class stand up and recite the chant together.
e8] Students can clap hands or dance while they recite the chant.

(3 min)

Closing routine

e

(2 min)

Have the students say “F UL” to Laoshi and to each other. End today’s
lesson with the F LK.

Day2 )

Preview, review, and
“teaser”
ERTHHE

(8 min)

a) Classroom routine: Greeting.

b) Introduction of password, or review of classroom rules.

¢) Number counting: 1-8. Use the activity introduced previously, mixing
up the numbers so that they don’t occur in sequence — perhaps go
from] to 4 to 7 to 8 children, for example. Have one or two children
sit down and count again. When there are 8 children standing, count
the number of boys and girls, etc.




d)

Teaser: Laoshi places flashcards for the 12 months of the year across
the board in front of the room (or on the floor in the center of
the circle), naming them as they are put in place. Point to the two
parts of the word, guiding the children to see the separate hanz: for
the number and the H. Use the Chinese calendar pages to show
the relationship between the calendar and the flashcards. Tell the
children, “Today we are going to find out about someone’s birthday
(show a picture of a birthday party, a birthday cake).”

The “Big Event”
3T
(15 min)

Page 2

a)

%)

Laoshi brings out a dragon puppet or stuffed animal as Xiaolong
( /I~ ) . Introduce Xiaolong to the class. Have him bow to each
child in turn and say, “Hello, (child’s name). ( XX, #Rlf, ) ”
Prompt each child to say, “Hello, Xiaolong, ( /N, #RUF. )
Turn to Xiaolong and say, “Xiaolong, when is your birthday?
(holding up picture of birthday cake). ( /N, VRAGA HTEIL
H? ) ” Xiaolong acts very shy. Prompt children to repeat the
question with you. Xiaolong responds, “My birthday is in August,
(FABAEHTE/NH. ) ” and points to August on the calendar
pages spread across the board or the floor. Laoshi says, “In August?”’
(7E/\H? ) ” Xiaolong repeats, “Yes, in August. My birthday is in
August. (&, NH. EHENH., )~
Turn to a child and tell Xiaolong, “Tell (name of child) about
your birthday. ( % X X KB4 HZ&JLH . ) ” Pretending to
speak for Xiaolong, say, “My birthday is in August. ( F& 4 H7E
J\H . ) ” Hand Xiaolong to that child and tell Xiaolong, “Tell
(name of next child) about your birthday. ( % Y'Y /KR89 4 H #2&JL
H .o ) 7 Prompt the child holding the puppet to speak for Xiaolong,
and say, “My birthday is in August. ( F&B#4EHZE/\H . ) ” Repeat
the activity around the class until every child has had a chance to
“speak” for Xiaolong.
Students follow Xiaolong puppet in counting the months from
January to August, using the calendar. Ask the children if they see
anything that looks the same on every page. If no one discovers it,
help them to discover the recurring character H .
Play the “Finding Buddy Game” ( #&M&#%% ) with the Lotus
rhyme (only chant to August).
i, @, JLAHIF? —HAIF, ZHIF.
ZHAI, ZHAF ZHAT, WHIF.
WHAI, THIF. WHAATF, NHIF.
NHAI, EHAF. EHAT, NHIF.
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Students walk hand in hand in a counter-clockwise manner while
reciting the Lotus Rhyme. Right after the students say “/\ H
F¥7, Xiaolong then says “. H” while holding up the number
flashcard.

The students then forms groups of 2. If Xiaolong says “= H”
while holding up the number flashcard, the students then need to
form groups of 3.

Repeat with numbers 1-8.

Save the 7 and 8 until the end, because they will be the hardest.
Perhaps finish with 8, and leave out 7.

After the students seem very confident in forming their groups,
Xiaolong only holds up the flashcard without saying the number.
If students hesitate and cannot seem to follow, repeat the number
aloud.

KC Workbook pages 1-2: Play KC Teacher CD (Track 3), guide
students to follow the instructions. Students are supposed to say the
rhyme, follow in clapping their hands and finally circle the month

they like.
Tone practice 75, fourth tone (55 VU 75).
iR
(2 min)
Quick wrap-up/ Laoshi creates a chant or rhyme to review the months from “— H” to
review “J\ H”. Have the whole class stand up and recite the chant together.
Be58 2 Students can clap hands or dance while they recite the chant.
(3 min)

Closing routine

e ]

(2 min)

Put the puppet(s) away in the “house” and have the students say “F Ul.”
to the puppet(s). Have the students say “F UL” to Laoshi and to each
other. End today’s lesson with the F UL3K.
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Day 3 )

Preview, review, and
“teaser”
ERTEHEA

(8 min)

a)
b)
c)

Classroom routine: Greeting,

Introduction of password, or review of classroom rules.

Number counting: count numbers 1-12. Use the activity introduced
previously.

d)

Review: Laoshi uses Xiaolong puppet to greet some students and the
students have to respond to Xiaolong puppet.

Teaser: Show a new puppet to the class. The new puppet introduces
himself to students around the class. Laoshi asks the new puppet,
“(Puppet name), when is your birthday? ( X X R4 H7EJL
H? ) ” When the puppet doesn’t respond, prompt the class repeat
the question with you. The new puppet reads the months loudly
when he is flipping through the calendar or counting off the months
from January to December and then points to the last month in the
calendar and says with excitement, “My birthday is in December.

(FHEHETH, )7

The “Big Event”
PRI 3)
(15 min)

Pages 3 and 4

a)

Students follow the new puppet in counting the months from January
to December, laying the month flashcards on the floor in the center of
the circle, or attaching them to the board at the front of the room.

Make a birthday graph. Give each child a small cutout of a
birthday hat or a birthday cake, all the same color and with space
to write the child’s name. Tell the children to write their names on
the birthday symbol, and model the process with your own name,
Laoshi, and with the names of Xiaolong and the other puppet. Then
model placing your birthday symbol under the appropriate month
flashcard, saying, “My birthday is in (name of month). ( &4 H
PARRRREE H. ) ”TFollow the same procedure with each of the puppets,
repeatedly modeling, “My birthday is in (name of month). ( F 1
HEHFE: H . ) 7 Invite volunteers to come up and locate their
birthday month and attach their birthday symbol in the appropriate
place. Help them to repeat, “My birthday is in (name of month).

(FHEHLE-H, )7
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TEACHER TIP: Be sure you have researched the children’s

birthdays, so you can assist them if they are uncertain. If a child

says the birthday month in English, provide the Chinese phrase and

point to the correct month. To maintain attention while every child

has a turn, after two or three children have put up their symbols, ask,

“When is (child’s name)’s birthday? When is Xiaolong’s birthday?
(XXWAEHTEILH? A HAEILA? ) 7 And so on. When

all the children have put their birthday symbols on the graph, count

the number of birthdays in each month.

Recite the “Month Chant”.

—H, =H, =lUAH,

TH, ANH, B/\H,

LH, +AH, +—1+=H.

Laoshi can use percussion instruments to reinforce the rhythm.

Sing the “Month Song” ( H#3#K ) , using the melody of “10 Little

Friends”. Laoshi may choose to play KC Teacher CD (Track 7) for

the students.

H A
—HZH=HWMAH,
THRHEHNA,

IAFTHA+—H+Z=AH,

FHEHAESZH.

KC Workbook page 3: Play KC Teacher CD (Track 5), guide
students to follow the instructions. Students are supposed to say the
rhyme, follow in clapping their hands and finally circle the month
they like

Tone practice

7L, third tone (58 =55).

7 gk

(2 min)

Quick wrap-up/ Laoshi creates a chant or rhyme to review the months from “— H” to
review “+ " H”. Have the whole class stand up and recite the chant together.
yek -k | Students can clap hands or dance while they recite the chant.

(3 min)

Closing routine

e ]

(2 min)

Put the puppet(s) away in the “house” and have the students say “F Ul.”

to the puppet(s). Have the students say “F UL” to Laoshi and to each
other. End today’s lesson with the L.

’..




Day4 )

Preview, review,
and “teaser”
ERTHE

(8 min)

)
b)
5

%)

Classroom routine: Greeting.

Introduction of password, or review of classroom rules.

Review: Laoshi leads the class as they count the months loudly while
Laoshi flips through the calendar.

Teaser: Xiaolong puppet counts the months. Laoshi asks the puppet,
“Is your birthday in January? (/REJAE HFE— HW? ) ” The
puppet shakes his head and laughs. Laoshi makes several more
wrong guesses, encouraging the children to ask the question, too.
Finally Laoshi or a child guesses correctly and Xiaolong points to
the month and says, “My birthday is in August ( F#4 H 7E/\
H. ) ” Laoshi counts the calendar and then ask the class, “Is
my birthday in (name of month)? ( &M AHFE----- Hugo ) >
Follow the same procedure as with Xiaolong, ending with the actual
birthday month.

The “Big Event”
PRI Z)
(15 min)

Pages 5 and 6

)

b)

Laoshi calls several volunteers to come to front and count the calendar

and say their birthday month in Chinese.

Game: My Birthday is Coming ( Ji#F#%: a4 HPE] T )

* Laoshi announces, “Let’s play a game! ( A IRIT—1 7
*%! ) 7 Laoshi turns around one time and announces, “I
am Sun Wukong (or another silly, fanciful character or name).
My birthday is coming, my birthday is coming. When is my
birthday? ( FIEIMES . A HRR T, FKA9EHHRE
T M8, RAEHTEILH? )7

* Laoshi then dramatically pulls a piece of paper from a “magic
bag” or a hat or another hiding place. In the bag, prepared ahead
of time, are slips of paper with all the months of the year written
in Chinese.

* Laoshi looks at the paper again and asks, “When is my birthday?

(f&—4, FBAEHFEILH? ) ” Prompt the children to
guess the birthday month, asking, “Is your birthday in ?
(IREGAEHAE---- Hig? )

* Accept the guesses and help children form the question. When
a child guesses correctly, that child becomes Sun Wukong and
draws a new month from the bag,
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* If children need more support for their guesses, remove the
incorrect month from the months on the board or in the center of
the circle. Put them up again after each turn, having the children
say the months with you.

c) Ask students to turn to a neighbor and take turns saying, “My

birthday is in (month). ( F& )4 HFE--- - H. )7

d) KC Workbook page 4: Play KC Teacher CD (Track 10). Students
are supposed to read after the CD and circle the months representing

Dayong’s birthday, Dayong’s Mom’s birthday, and their own

birthday.

Tone practice

MU, fourth tone (55 PU 7).

ak E ] He | first tone (55 —74).

(2 min)

Quick wrap-up/ Have the whole class stand up and recite the chant “H 438" together.
review Students can clap hands or dance while they recite the chant.
285/83

(3 min)

Closing routine

e

(2 min)

Put the puppet(s) away in the “house” and have the students say “F Ul.”
to the puppet(s). Have the students say “Ff U.” to Laoshi and to each
other. End today’s lesson with the F UL#K.

Day5 )

Preview, review,
and “teaser”
ERTEHEA

(8 min)

a) Classroom routine: Greeting.

b) Review all the classroom rules.

c) Review: Count the month from January to December.

d) Laoshi asks children, “Whose birthday is in January? Raise your
hand. CHERA HAE—H? 1% F. ) 7 Count the number. Ask
about several months, not in order. Finally, ask about the next month
after the current month. For each child whose birthday is in that
month, say, “(Child’s name)’s birthday is coming soon! ( X X )4
HHeZ] 71 ) ” Have the children repeat, and perhaps turn it into
a chant: “(Child’s name)’s birthday is coming soon!” Ask about a
month recently past. Then ask, “Is (Child’s name)’s birthday coming
soon? No, it’s very far away. ( X X A H RS 77 A&, ) ”

Repeat the questions a few times, changing the month.




The “Big Event”
A
(15 min)

Page 7

Laoshi incorporates the I Can Statements and designs this review lesson.

Make sure all students have an opportunity to demonstrate what they

can do.

a) Ask two volunteer students to come up to point his birthday month
in the calendar and say “My birthday is in (month). ( F#)4 H
E ...... H. )~

b) Sing the “Month Song” ( Hf3#k ) . Refer to KC Teacher CD
(Track 7).

c¢) Play the “Finding Buddy Game” with the fif f& rhyme.

Literacy activity

a) Show students the big flashcards with hanzi “42” and “H ™. Have

(F3EE: ) students find the hanzi “4” and “H ” in the classroom. Lead students
(3 min) to write “4” and “H ” in the air. Emphasize the proper strokes and
stroke order.
b) Use visuals, props, and gestures to recognize and practice tracing,
coloring, or writing “4£” and “H ”.
c) Laoshi may refer to KC Workbook page 5 and guide students to
trace the hanzi “4” and “H” on the book.
Quick wrap-up/ Laoshi uses the /anz: flashcards to play with fanz: identification game.
review Students are asked to either identify the pronunciation or the meaning
e8] of the hanzi they see.
(2 min)

Laoshi reads the text of the entire lesson to the class. Then, students are
to repeat after Laoshi. Or, Laoshi may choose to play KC Teacher CD
for all the pages of Lesson 1 and have the students recite with the CD.

Closing routine

e3n

(2 min)

Use the I Can Statements in KG Workbook page 6 (KC Teacher CD, Track
12) as assessment. Have students make a check next to the statements.

If puppets are used for the day, put them away in the house and have
the students say “F UL to the puppets. End today’s lesson with the £
DLEK .
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