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Invitation

Grandfather stood alone on the seashore. He watched as the sun set behind the Western mountains and the stars came
out. He said, "I have lost all my friends and all my family. | am so old and so lonely."

The next morning he pulled a canoe to the water’s edge. “Maybe | should go to another village to live,” he thought.
“But who would want me?” he asked the birds in the pine trees. “l am so old and so lonely.”

Grandfather turned and walked into the dark and quiet forest. He heard something that sounded like children’s laughter
and ran toward it. He saw only a stream. “You shouldn’t play tricks on me!” Grandfather said. He knelt to drink and saw his
reflection. “How | wish you could talk with me,” he said to his reflection. But the reflection did not say anything.

There were many fish in the stream, but Grandfather wasn’t hungry. “Don’t worry fish, | will not eat you. Tonight | will sleep
here and watch you swim.” Grandfather covered himself with a blanket and went to sleep on the path by the stream. He
did not know that this was the path the grizzly bears took every day.

The next morning, Grandfather heard the sound of bears in the forest. He thought of a grizzly bear’s sharp claws and
teeth, and jumped up. A huge, old grizzly bear came up to Grandfather. When the bear rose up on its back legs, it was as
tall as a pine tree. Standing before the bear, Grandfather said, “I have come to invite you to a feast.”

Grandfather said, “l am not afraid to die. | am old and lonely. But | am a good cook and can make a great feast for you.
Please, come to my village tomorrow.” The big old bear turned and seemed to tell the others that Grandfather had invited
them to a feast. Then, the bears slowly walked away. Grandfather went to the river to catch fish, and went into the woods
to pick berries to fill his basket. Then he ran back to the village to prepare a feast for the bears.

The next evening, Grandfather dressed in his best blanket and stood outside his house, waiting for the bears. He

had painted red patterns all over his body. When the sun began to set, the grizzly bears had arrived. Grandfather said,
“Here, Brother Grizzly, please take the best seat.” The great grizzly bear sat down and the others sat down too.
Grandfather gave them all the good food he had prepared. First the great grizzly ate and then the others began to

eat with him.

When the meal was finished, the great grizzly watched the smoke from the fire rise and made a mournful noise, as if

he were telling a sad story. Grandfather could not understand what the old bear was saying, but his face was covered

in tears. When the great grizzly finished his story, he rose to leave. Before they left, the bears licked away the red patterns
on Grandfather’s bodly. It was as though they were washing away his loneliness.

The next day the smallest bear changed into a human form and returned to the village. “Grandfather, the great grizzly
has sent me back,” the young bear-boy said. “Like you, he once lost his family and friends. He has sent me back to be
your grandson so you will no longer be lonely.” Grandfather and his new grandson carved a totem pole to tell everyone
this story.
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lonely

BAH

dd mu zhou

canoe

perhaps; maybe

pine tree
song shu

K A

laughter

to kneel

183
dao ying

A

reflection

to wish for

to worry

blanket

grizzly bear
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hut xiéng

INF

zhua zi

dido ke

tl téng zhu

7

Anthropology

Invitation

to prepare

to paint; to draw

pattern; design

to lick

to carve

totem pole

Audio Downloads and other resources available at

cheng-tsui.com/stepbystep
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