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PREFACE

For high-intermediate students of Chinese who have already mastered the basics of oral com-
munication—especially students with Chinese-speaking family backgrounds—the ability to
express oneself properly in written Chinese is of great importance. Whether the goal is to be
able to communicate with colleagues in written Chinese or to correspond by letter with Chi-
nese-speaking friends and relatives, the development of effective writing skills requires first
and foremost that one be exposed to examples of high-quality writing and literature. Read-
ing can exert an unseen yet powerful influence on one’s writing, and is indispensable to the
development of writing skills.

This book is a collection of 10 modern classics of Chinese literature written by six acknowl-
edged masters, plus two classical Chinese poems. These Works all@ppear in basic Chinese
curricula throughout mainland China, Taiwan, and Hong Kongy@nd are works that Chinese
students generally encounter at an early stage'of.education. It is my hope that through study-
ing these outstanding and varied worksgstadents'Will improve their understanding of Chinese
literature, open avenues of thought, btoaden their vocabulary, master basic rules and tech-
niques of writing, and eventually develop thé ability to write with eloquence and skill.

This book consists of 12 lessons, each onelincluding five sections: a reading selection, a
vocabulary list, a section that focuses on important words and sentence patterns, a series

of discussion question§ andyexercises, and a “writing reference” section on a featured topic
relating to composition. Amongithese, the discussion questions and exercises are perhaps
the most distingtive and original feature of this book. These questions and exercises aim not
only to help studentsideepen therr understanding of the reading selections, but also to encour-
age them to appreciate/theseépworks in terms of the writing techniques that they employ. The
sections’on important words and sentence patterns highlight certain expressions found in the
reading selections and provide additional examples of usage. The “writing reference” sec-
tions,intreduce concepts that are important to composition in Chinese and offer mini-exer-
cises for practice. The language in the “writing reference” sections is difficult enough that it
may be apprepriate for the instructor to guide students through them in class.

For instructional purposes I have made some slight changes to the language of the reading
selections, but only where the changes do not disrupt the quality or character of the original
work.

Lastly, I would like to extend special thanks to the Hu Shih Memorial Hall in Taiwan for its
kind support, and to Mr. Garrett Anderson, Mr. Daniel Eng, and Ms. Yan Lei for all the work

they have done in proofreading and revision.

April 2004
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