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This is the first critical English biography of a 

seminal figure in Japanese poetry and 

literature, featuring original translations of 

some of Shiki’s famous tanka and haiku poems. 

While paying homage to Shiki’s reputation as 

the “father of the modern haiku” this 

biography also explores Shiki’s contributions 

to Japanese prose through diaries and essays 

to create a comprehensive portrait of one of 

Japan’s most important and influential 

writers. 


