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PREFACE

Setting the Stage for Chinese was drafted twelve years ago when | began teaching
Chinese in the United States. Since then | have continucusly revised the plays as
| teach them, and the end result is this current volume. The sketches and rhymes
in this book are based on stage productions my students performed as part of
the annual Chinese New Year celebration.

This intermediate level of Setting the Stage for Chinese is geared toward students
in grades 7-12. The six short plays are based on well-known fairy tales,
traditional Chinese legends, and myths such as “Five Brothers,” The Dragon Boat
Festival,” and “Cowherd and Weaver Girl.” Although textbook instruction is clearly
important, my goal is to make Chinese learning more lively and interesting. My
hope is to give students a lasting impression of Chinese language and culture
through their own performances.

Much language learning takes place during preparation for a dramatic
performance. While reading the scripts, students build reading skills and learn
new words:-While practicing their roles, they learn correct pronunciation,
intonation, and rhythm, While performing, they gain confidence to speakin a
foreign language infront of an audience. Throughout the learning process, the
students are having fun while learning a new language and culture.

The scripts in this book were written primarily for stage productions, yet they
can be easily adapted for short recitations and speaking practice in class.
Imagination and creativity will add color to the original stories. Performance
hints and suggestions appear between the lines within each script

(in parentheses and itafics).

Some of my students returned to see me years after graduation and told me
that they still remembered the lines they learned in middle school. What an
inspiration! China has so many beautiful and touching myths and legends to
choose from—I hope those in this book will inspire you to seek out even more,

Special Features

a. The plays are student-centered and focus on situational dialogues
that can be used easily for classroom activities.

b. The material can be adopted by teachers of Chinese in both heritage
and mainstream schools, accerding to their curriculum requirements
and students’ needs.



C.

d.

e.

A Teaching Reference page (in both Chinese and English) follows
each play and contains background information, teaching
suggestions, preparatory steps, ideas for costumes and props, stage
performance suggestions, and assessment guidelines.

The plays are written in simple and easy-to-understand Chinese,
making them easier for students to memorize.

The scripts are written in both Chinese and English, with pinyin
included to help students pronounce words correctly.

Suggestions for Getting Started

a.

b.

C.

d.

Plan well and start early. For example, if you want to produce a
Spring Festival celebration, you should match students with their
roles before the holiday season begins.

Leave a few minutes each day for students to review their parts while
keeping regular curriculum routines. Go over the roles from time to
time and make corrections when necessary.

Encourage teamwork. Make sure that every student has a part to
play and every student contributes.

Performance can take place on stage in an auditorium, at the school
cafeteria, or'in a classroom.

I hope you have fun reading the scripts and performing these plays. To view photos of
stage props and costumes, read more teaching suggestions, and share your own ideas
with other teachers, please visit the Setting the Stage for Chinese website at www.
cheng-tsui.com.

Yuanchao Meng

November 2008
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hou i
&
Archer
W oz
T
Rabbit

% K

Osmanthus tree

A D

Characters

bai * xing

" W

People

wang mu

I A
Queen Mother

xué sheng
ok

Student

jié  shudo yuan
77 L34 =4
BBt N

Narrators 1 & 2

Time:

Placel’:

On the earth

péng méng
-
Mmoo K

Peng Meng, an apprentice

The fifteenth day of the eighth lunar month
On the moon



(Narrator 1 speaks in front of the curtain on stage)

jié shudo yuan yr: méi nian de yin i ba yue

77 N2 A=4¢ o S=

v o n o —:  &F OF 8 MmN A

Narrator: The Mid-Autumn Festival is held on the fifteenth day of
shi wlu shi zhong qgid jié zhong

+ & & ¥ K Foof

the eighth month in the lunar calendar.
giu jié zhe yi tian yue liang

®oHw X — X, A %

On the Mid-Autumn day, the moon

you da you vyuan wan shang quan

L XK X H.w Lk, &

is big and bright. In the evening,
jia® ‘rén 'zuo zai ting yuan i

x AN % & E T 2

family members sit in their courtyards

yi bian chi yue bing vyi bian
~ /L (V4

— % v A B — &

eating moon cakes while

shang yue lao rén men chang chang
% Ho % A A1 & %

enjoying the full moon. Old people often

géi hai zi men jiang yue liang

% % 7T M ok A =

tell their children the story of the moon.

de gu shi chuanshudo gu shi

¥ F A L H AT

Legend says that

2 -« Setting the Stage



Scene 1

hou you i ge yong gan de

%, F — N F B W

in ancient times there was a brave

gong jian shou ta de ming zi

5 4r F, 8 %

Archer whose name

i

jiao hou yi  hou vyi you ge

WG R R A A

was Hou Yi. Hou Yihad a

méi li de gqr  zi jiao

x W o & F o™

beautiful wife named

chang (é
i K o
Change.

zai rén jian

AN )

On the earth:

(A person holding a sign that reads “On the Earth” walks across the stage, and then the curtain

goes up.)
chang ¢é

AR

Chang’e:

>

Oou yi you ge jiao péng meéng

G IR AN MR

Hou Yi, there is a person named Peng Meng

de yao jian nin

I S

who wants to see you.

Moon Story
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hou yi
AT .
Ja
Hou Yi:
péng méng
-
M %
Peng Meng:
hou yi
337
a3
HouYi
péng méng
-
M %
Peng Meng:
hou yi
AT .
m FH
Hou Yi:
péng méng
-
M %
Peng Meng:

4 . Setting the Stage

rang ta jin lai ba

ik M 2 Rk e,

Let himin.

hou vyi nin shi shén jian
37 =4 > KK

& 3, B & Av AT

Hou Yi, you are a magic archer and

yao bai nin  wéi shi

Z F B oA .

| want to offer myself as your disciple. (He kneels down.)

qi lai  ba gao su wo ni

# ok e, & F &K R

Stand up and tell me why you want

wei shén me yao xué she jian

~ / ':LL.

Al L & F A Ar?

to learn archery.

da lie xia‘mg nin wei bdi xing zuo

TN, BB

Solcan hunt and do something for the villagers like you.

Shao woé shou ni zhe ge

S T G s G N =

Good, | will take you as my student.

wen lao

o] £

xie xie lao shi qing

wo £ I

Thank you teacher. May | ask,

she jian de vyao Iling shi shén

oA o s = A

what is the trick of shooting an arrow?

xué sheng

28

sht

),

me

N
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shou péng méng
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shi
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hou yi

a7 .
V=
Hou Yi:

zhan de wén xIn vyao jing man man

EANE S <SUNNE - ) 4
Stand firmly, be calm,
la gong =zai fang jian

= 5 B O A

slowly stretch the bow, and let the arrow go.

(A bird falls down onto the stage to indicate the result of Hou Yi’s demonstration.)

péng méng

—‘;’- L]
i)
Peng Meng:
hou yi

337 .
V=
Hou Yi:

péng méng

R

Peng Meng:

zhan de wén XxIn vyao jing man man
A, S &

Stand firmly, be calm, (imitates Hou Yi)

la gong zai fang jian

FE 5 B O Ao

slowly stretch the bow, and let the arrow go. (nothing happens)

shou._néng shéng giao

5,

gong bu zai yi ri

g R &£ — Ho# fg A&

You cannot learn the skill in a day. Practice makes perfect.

xie¢ xie lao sht de zhi dian
L L -5 B =

Thank you for your advice.

Moon Story



Scene 2

xué sheng kan tian shang ti ran chi xian le
S AKX E A & AT
Student: Look, ten suns have suddenly

shi ge tai vyang

+ A~ KX A,

appeared in the sky.

(Five people at the back of the stage hold up ten suns.)

bai xing vyiI hou vyi zhuang jia dou beéei shai si le
" WM — B A R R T,
Person 1: Hou Yi, crops are dying from the heat.
bai xing er hou " yi “nid yang dou kuai re  si le
- . ;57 Ar 1,

5 ¥ = B, F AR A T
Person 2: Hou Yi, animal herds are dying from the heat.
hou i zhe shi zén me hui shi

37 . > )24
)= X2 E 4 '\ F?
Hou Yi: What has happened?
bai xing men hou i da rén kuai xiang ban fa vya
| 4 A V= NI N i ) -
People: Master Hou Yi[think of something quick!
hou i wo shang shan qu ba tai yang
& 3t # E b X KX M\
Hou Yi: | will go up to the top of the mountain and

6 - Settingthe Stage



she xia  ai

Tk

shoot down the suns.

bai xing men dui ba tai yang she xia |lai

m o A Hlde Kk omHg T ok!

People: Right! Shoot them down!

xué sheng da rén zhe shi nin de gong hé jian
) . ) q _é';’i
¥ XA, X & & % 7 farn
Student: Master, here are your bow and arrow.

(Hou Yi runs off the stage and then runs back. He starts to shoot down the suns down. The suns
at the back of the stage fall accordingly.)

Moon Story + 7



bdai xing men

| ¥ A7

People:

yi  ge she xia lai le

— A H T R T,

One sun has been shot down,

liang ge she xia Ilai le san ge

two suns have been shot down, three down,

si ge wi ge liu ge qi ge
5 BN T WY SN S SN
four down, five down, six down, seven down,

ba ge jil ge tai hao le

/\/\\7,‘(4/\0;2:'}1% —J?'

eight down, nine down. Great!

(Hou Yi runs offstage again to indicate going down the mountain,and when he gets back
among the villagers,they-thank him.)

bai xing men

| ¥ A7

People:

chang é
I K

Chang’e:

da rén nin xin ku le

—

hou vy

EHF R AEF F T

Master Hou Yi, thank you for your hard work.

yi  hui jia xi0 xi xi0 xi ba

hou
VZRNE T U B S 7 SN NI N E

Hou Yi, go home and take a good rest.

(Chang'e and Hou Yi are about to leave for home.Suddenly there is a strong wind blowing from

the west.)

bai xing yi

IR A

Person 1:

wang mu

E F:

Queen Mother:

8 -+ Setting the Stage

kan tian shang de wang mu lai le

A, R L 9 £ #F Kk T,

Look, Queen Mother from heaven has arrived.

shi shéi dan gan she xia

A R OB T

(using a blaming voice) Who dared to shoot down



tian shang de jill ge tai vyang

x E 8 Ju A~ K m?

the nine suns in the sky?

(All of the villagers are frightened and bow their heads. Hou Yi fearlessly steps forward and takes

the blame.)
hou i
a7 .

I

(ol

)

Hou Yi:

wang mu

F  Fk

Queen Mother:

hou i
3T .
a3t

Hou Yi:

shi wo zhé hé badi xing

méi you
2 FKoX o H MK KA

I did. It has nothing to do with the villagers.

guan Xxi
tian di  wéi ci shi féen nao

=)

X & A ¥ T 45 A ln!

Because of this, the god of heaven is very angry.

X

bai xing zai zao yang wang mu

B oM & ] PR, XA,

The people are suffering calamities, Queen Mother,

ging yuan liang

L

please forgive us.

(When Queen Mother hears his words, she unexpectedly changes her attitude and speaks kindly.)

wang mu

F  Fk

Queen Mother:

ni  wei badai xing bu pa zé nan

(IS BT ¢ 7 NI < Bl 8

For your people, you are not afraid of being blamed.
i

wo jidang n yli  ping chang shéng

&K xR — | Kk A

I will reward you with a bottle of the

Moon Story
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bu 130 de vyao s

/[
R % 8, 12
elixir of life.

hou i xie wang mu

IR KR

Hou Yi: Thanks, Queen Mother.

bai xing xie wang mu ’5

b 4 W E F, %

People: Thanks, Queen Mother.

(Queen Mother nods and leaves.)

péng méng ni men shuo hé le zhe vyao zhén de

- \ XV 4 L\ )
R R ZGI N~ B G SR R N 1y

Peng Meng: Do you think after drinking the elixir,

ké' yi ‘chéng xian ma

A Rk, AL v

one does become immortal?

(He looks around and no one answers his question.)

hou i chang é ni ba zhe vyao shou hao
& W, IRde X B O .
Hou Yi: Chang'e, please take good care of the elixir.

chang é wo hui de

L E -

Chang’e: [ will.

(Chang'e leaves the stage with the elixir of life. After she leaves, two villagers step forward.)

bai xing yi dong shan you you lao hda «cha mo le
a5 ¥ —: AL X A % R OB KT
Person 1: There are tigers stalking the East Mountains.

10 - Setting the Stage



bai xing er dong shan you you bao zi chid mo le

LI Ao XAE R T odH R T

Person 2: There are leopards stalking the East Mountains.
hou i péngméng kuai sui wo qu chd hi bao
39 . 5 . g > 5%
J& 3 MoE, e MR £ R
Hou Yi: Peng Meng, go with me to get rid of the tigers and leopards.
péng méng wo shén tI you xié bu shia fu
- ~
K x T KR A & K4 R,
Peng Meng: I am not feeling very well now,

xia ¢ zai gén da rén vyi qi qu

TR ABE B KA R K

I will go with you next time.

hou i yé ba bai xing men gén._. w0 Iai
& Fe SO S S DR R
Hou Yi: (angry) Fine. People, come with me:

bai xing men shi da rén

| o A 2, K Ao

People: Yes, Master.

(Everyone leaves the stage except Peng Meng. He looks around and then heads to Hou Yi's
chamber, opens the door, and looks for the bottle of elixir. Chang'e walks in the room and
sees Peng.)

péng méng chang shéng bu lao de vyao
Vi Kk & RxFE 8 %
Peng Meng: Where is the elixir?

zai na li  ne

w AR 2 R?
chang é ni zai zhe li zuo shén me
S oA X 2 A &2
Chang'e: What are you doing here?

Moon Story
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péngméng

M %

Peng Meng:

chang é
IR

Chang’e:

péngméng

M %

Peng Meng:

chang é

WO

Chang’e:

péngméng

M %

Peng Meng:

chang é
e

Chang’e:

12 . Setting the Stage

wo lai gao su ni hou i

o
x kR & KR B X

| came to tell you that Hou Yi (stuttering)

gu qu dong shan da lie le

£ EF A L T BT,

has gone hunting in the East Mountains.

ni wei shén me bu qu
A+ 2 R~ K2
Why didn’t you go?

wo Xxiang kan yi  kan hou i

xR B A — & B R

(He pretends to be curious.) | wanted to take a look at Hou Yi's

de na ping chang shéng yao
W2 ) B

# AR T K A2,

bottle of elixir.

bu xing

R 47

No. (She discerns Peng Meng’s real purpose.)

wo jiu kan yi yan

ﬁ "‘L‘J 75‘ - H&o

I just need to take one look. (He still wants to conceal
his purpose.)

yi yan yé& bu xing ni gai zou le

— R & R AR E AT

Not even a look, you must leave.
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Background Information

The Mid-Autumn Festival is held on the fifteenth day of the eighth month of the lunar calendar year.
People also call the day “Moon Festival” because the moon is full. Families get together and eat moon cakes
while enjoying the moon and celebrating their reunion. The tradition of the Moon Festival can be traced to
ancient times and it is alive and well today. The sketch is based on three ancient myths: “The Archer Shot
the Suns,”"The Moon Lady Flew to the Moon,” and “The Woodcutter.” Although there are different versions of
each myth, the play is a version that is easy for young readers to comprehend as it uses dialogues spoken by
different characters to recall the old story in both a serious and humorous way.

Teaching Suggestions

To improve comprehension of the play, the teacher should encourage students to research the
origins of the three stories. It is important that students show interest in the myths and particularly in certain
characters. The teacher should allow sufficient time for students to discuss the myths in class. Let students
choose the roles they would like to perform, with teachers making any final adjustments. At the same time,
the teacher should make sure that all students feel comfortable and confident with their roles.

This sketch is designed for students who have studied Chinese for one or two years. Students need
approximately three classes to become familiar with the sketch. Also, allow students two weeks to memorize
their lines and to be ready to perform.

Preparatory Steps

1. Students.do research on the Moon Story myth and share with the class.

2. Students preview the script and ask questions about things they don't understand.

3. Introduce new vocabulary and explain any unfamiliar sentence structures.

4. Students choose their roles and read the script aloud both in and.outof the classroom.
5. Adjust the roles of the students according to their wishes and practical considerations.
6. Develop a time schedule for students to memorize their lines.

7. Decide where each student should stand on stage and set up the props.

Costumes and Props

Chang'e should wear a costume in the style of an ancient Chinese gown.If such a gown is not available,
she could wear a Chinese traditional dress with a pink silk ribbon cascading from shoulders to feet. Hou Yi
and Wu Gang can be dressed in traditional Tai Chi costumes, while the Jade Rabbit needs to have a rabbit’s
headband.

Stage Performance

A full moon and an osmanthus tree set the scene on the moon. The osmanthus tree should be
approximately four feet tall. Students who perform the role of the osmanthus tree should stand behind the
tree and hold out two branches. Students stand on assigned spots and take turns going in front of the
microphone to talk or do dialogues. When they finish their lines, they should return to their assigned spots.
The Moon Story sketch can end with a piece of traditional Chinese music as students serve Chinese moon
cakes to the audience. Below is a chart showing a suggested arrangement for stage performers.

Setting the Stage



Teaching Reference

Osmanthus Tree Peng Meng

@@

Assessment

1. What is the Mid-Autumn Festival about?
2. Which character do you like best in the Moon Story and why?
3. Whatlegend do you know about the moon?

"SAMPLE

.

Moon Story « 31
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