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Originally published in the tenth century, this 

is the first complete English translation of 

Kokinshū, one of the most important 

anthologies of the Japanese tradition. Winner 

of the 1982 Japan-U.S. Friendship 

Commission’s Literary Translation Award, 

this integrated selection of poetry links works 

together from many authors in order to 

provide a complete volume that incorporates 

voices that reflect, resound, and compete with 

one another. This work was commissioned in 

order to return Japanese poetry to the public 

arena due to its cultural relevancy. 
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