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Foreword

It is my distinct pleasure to write this Foreword for Grace Wu's Chinese
Biographies series that is being published by Cheng & Tsui.

The format of hanzi (Chinese characters) with pinyin (spelling)
annotations is one that I have long energetically advocated. To see
these books now being edited by my esteéined golleague is truly a
cause for joy. What is even more to be applatfled isghe fact that the
pinyin annotations in these volumes &g orthographically correct, with
spacing for word separation andfproper pungtuation. It is extremely
rare nowadays—whether in Chinagor abroad—to find such careful
attention being paid to pinyig @rthdgraphy.

The subject mattef ®fithe first Six volumes has been well chosen: the
biographies of Lang Lang;iao Ming, Vera Wang, Jay Chou, Jeremy Lin,
and Ang Lee. Theéy willaprove attractive to students from junior high
school thadtigh collége, and even adults who are learning Mandarin will
find themyvaltiablg,

May thigbefthe beginning of a long-lasting and flourishing series
of biographies featuring a wide range of figures in science, sport,
education, the arts, public life, and other fields of endeavor. I am sure
that the Cheng & Tsui Chinese Biographies series edited by Grace Wu
will be warmly welcomed by students and teachers alike, and that they

will benefit greatly from these excellent, well-conceived textbooks.

Victor H. Mair
Professor of Chinese Language and Literature

University of Pennsylvania

Foreword | v
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Preface

Cheng & Tsui’s Chinese Biographies series consists of Chinese learning
materials targeted towards high school and college students. One of the
most challenging aspects of learning Mandarin is mastering the skills
of reading and writing. Extensive reading pracsice is the best way to
improve Mandarin reading ability, fluency, #hid werd usage, but there
is a shortage of reading materials specificallygfared g#6wards learning
Mandarin. In the United States, stlidents typically learn colloquial
Mandarin (P &) and are rargly ¢xposed 6 more formal written
language (;]’7 1 15). The goalipf thils series is twofold: to serve as a
useful teaching resource for'g¢ducatds, and to provide engaging leisure
reading material, ace@mpanied By pinyin, for students. This series
specially targets students@t thé@dvanced-beginner to low-intermediate
levels of proficiengy, dbawith’knowledge of approximately 1000-2000
vocabulagy®Werds, Whose Mandarin speaking skills are comparatively
stronger'ghanftheih Mandarin reading skills.

This seriesgfincludes special features designed for maximum

educational effectiveness, such as:

1. Chinese characters accompanied by pinyin
As mentioned above, improving Chinese reading skills requires
considerable practice, but students may be intimidated by the absence
of pinyin in many Chinese reading texts. Displaying Chinese characters
and pinyin together decreases student anxiety and allows the student
to overcome this challenge. In the past, most publications have paired

Chinese characters with pinyin equivalents at the character level (for

Preface | vii
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example, & % is paired with gi ché). But by using recently developed
software, this series matches Chinese characters with pinyin at the
word level, a more linguistically accurate practice. For example, PR
is paired with giché, which more precisely matches the syntax of the
Chinese. This distinction is especially important for learning Mandarin,
and also facilitates student interpretation of the text by aiding students
to develop skills in discerning word boundaries and sentence structure.

Consistent pinyin annotation also has the advantage of being easily
adaptable for students at different proficiency levels. By including pinyin
throughout the book instead of glossing only selecsfd wosds, we have
made it easy for students to look up words they havéfot engduntered
before, customizing the reading experiencedgo their owil® proficiency
level. Since pinyin is provided together #itHyChinesesharacters, there
is only minimal disruption to the eXperienfe of continuous reading.
With this flexibility built in, the Bdgks @re appropriate for students
from many different backgrofinds—Heritage speakers developing their

reading skills, as well as learnersiof Chihese as a foreign language.

2. Simple, easy-to-undersfand Mandarin with content suitable for
Anerican students
Beginner-level Mandarinteading materials published in China, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, and Singapore primarily contain fairy tales, fables, historical
stories, or stories about the origins of Chinese idioms. However, these
stories can be less suitable for students raised outside Chinese-speaking
areas, who may not be as familiar with the underlying historical and
cultural background. Lang Lang and Yao Ming, the subjects of the first
two biographies in this series, are two well-known figures in American
society. Both were born in China but developed their careers in the
United States and are popular internationally. Students will be able

to compare American and Chinese cultures through reading their

viii | Preface
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life stories, and may also empathize with Lang Lang and Yao Ming
regarding the challenges of being a young person in America. Jay Chou
is known as Asia’s King of Pop. By learning about his life and music,
students will be encouraged to think about and discuss the differences
between their own cultural backgrounds and the traditional Chinese
values expressed in his lyrics. Vera Wang is not only well-known in
America, but she is especially popular among the younger generation.
The story of a successful businesswoman who manages to balance family
and career is one that many students will find inspiring. Jeremy Lin, a
Harvard graduate who was drafted into the NIBA, shares a remarkable
and inspiring story, too. Over the course ofymaify setbacks, he finally
grasped the opportunity to achieve his dreamstin 2012. Finally, Ang
Lee, the 2006 and 2013 Oscar Best Director Vinner, has not only
built a great reputation in Hollywoad, bughas directed movies that
resonate with a global audibnceyWith his films, he bridges the gap
between Eastern and Wester) cltur® and gets people to think about
the important things 1mylifey

Reading compsehensiop, requires sufficient background knowledge
as well as word recognitiofr By reading about topics that are interesting
and familfar to therm American students can increase their engagement

and confidefice in'their Chinese reading skills.

3. Learning resources online and in the book
This series is also accompanied by a companion website at
www.chinesebiographies.com thatincludesvocabulary lists, interactive
exercises, audio recordings, additional exercises, and teaching resources.
Teachers can adapt these resources to the particular needs of their
students and classrooms. This series includes both printed and online
components for two reasons: to flexibly meet the different needs of
diverse readers, and to keep the printed materials slim and affordable,

reducing the burden on students buying class materials.

Preface | ix
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Online materials include true-false questions, multiple choice
questions, and crossword puzzles for further practice to improve
grammar and vocabulary. The exercises are located online in the hope
that students can immerse themselves in the reading experience and
follow the plot of the story with minimal interruption. These exercises
can also serve as a template for teachers to design classroom activities or
students to engage in additional independent study.

Each chapter in the book includes pre-reading questions designed
to facilitate brainstorming and discussion. The post-reading questions
in each chapter are intended to delve deeper into affturalydiscussions;
young people who grew up in the United States capfarticulftte their
opinions and compare their experiences. €As teacher§y we should
encourage our students capacity for critigfl thinking, efcn though their
language skills may be basic.

My hope is that these books willimot*@aly provide enjoyment and
interest to the process of learsfing thé\Chimese language, but also foster
students’ appreciation of contemporaty figures who have contributed
to world culture in manydiffésent Spheres. The ability to comprehend
reading materialggffidependently is an important and exciting stage
of learning a lafiguage. What better way to exercise this skill than to
learn about these ngtabl¢ figures, who overcame so many obstacles in

developing their own exceptional talents?

Grace Wu
University of Pennsylvania

July 2013
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Yuedu qian taolunti

bEiE By TR

Ni  zhidao Lin Shihao shi  shui ma? Ni  kanguo

N . 2 4 N
1. %* /fl Fn 7]‘7}’\ _-]1', (Jeremy Lin) 72 'L& vil) 9 ’f/f: 7:5‘ it
ta de bisai ma? RUgud méiyou, ging shangwang chd =ziliao bing

fo by LR B7 R AR, F LR & S
fénxiang ni cha dao de ziliao.
o F AR E B 6 A,
Do you know who Jeremy Lin is? Have you evéifseen Mim play?
If you have not, please do some researdfijonline, am share what

you have found out.

Ni  tingguo (“hin 1aI{8Nng") ma?

2. % nEes “Linsanity” (“7]‘7]‘%9};7(‘” ) 59
Na shi shénme yisi7
}]IQ FE /H' peA ou

Have you eyfer heagd ofif Linsanity”? What does it mean?

NI renwéi “jThui shi  litgéi zhUnbei hdo de rén” ma?
) Sy N « v ”»
3. % RINA e & B8 R AT AT Y
Weishénme? Qing ni  ju ge lizi.

AN L7 h ARE A BT
Do you believe that opportunities are for people who are ready to

take them? Why? Provide an example.

2 | MEAGLEEFHA
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“Lin Shohdo bingféi yi ye chéngming, ta yijing zhtnbéi dudshi,
“RFxFE—R RE, B2 EE ST,
zhishi ki wu jihui. Nuli buhui baifei, jihui shi lia  géi
R E LN, BTH L ak, e £ 8 %

zhlUnbéi hdo de rén”.

BHE AT AT

Méigué jiaoyu buz , Déngkén.

nian  yue hao shi
201252 A 45 2

zhudnzhédian.

EEHT 5 NBA 4 (New York Knicks) B A # X

htihdo shéngming zhong de
wEE AG P

yinwei lidng da

zhili  qgigyudn . Nike  dui hao Lin Shahio  tibi
E ) R 7. R A 17 5 Mk B E B4R
shangchan i Lanwing dui chaogud  fenzhong,
3 L ;]:(EJ %X F}\(NeW]erseyNets)i 36 éy\é‘f’,
Dédao fen, G zhugong, gé lanban, G qidngduan. Nidyué
B 25 40 7 R BB, s A BA, 2 R BT, Ay
Nike dui zai lidnxi sha qid de qingkuang xia,  zhongyd yi bi  fen
F st TN ES: B R LT, % T Lkt angy
dibai  Xinzéxi  Lanwang dui.

I #FFETH B A,

Opportunities Come to Those Who Prepare | 3
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Lin Shahao zhe wei changqi zud I&ng bindéng de  langit yudn cong zhe

HoBR — X AR KA A A MR 6 B TN X
yi tian qi  kaishi shoudao jidolian, duiydu hé duishdu de zhiyi. Sutran
— R A T4 2B Bk, WA = xF 8 2%, B4
Lin Shahdo shi gé céng gaozhong, daxué dao gijian  yizhi buduan de
Pz EAMN HF, KF F) NBABIN] — H RE M
bei  diga, bei fanggi de  wumingxidozd.  Danshi, ti  budan  bu
WOARAE, W RF B RAEDF, 2R, b R{2 R
fanggi,  binggié bawd jihui, kiozhe chizhong de  qidf,  chongfen de
A, JFH el a, Fh B eI L 9
zhiinbei,  dailing Nidyué  Niké dui  dichd ji ching shéng ZHan.
B, WAL Ay ROL TN AT LN D

Jiézhe, yué r, Nike dui hé dueshi dui de  bisai,

ii‘%, 2HA 78 R }E}E N ﬁ%‘:‘]:‘ FA (Utah Jazz) 0] bb%,
Lin Shohio dédao shoufa jihui,.  chachan@h #n  mido, téu  zhong
M PE R BE AN 4o 2 A, 17 10
dédao fan,  c zhugdndmm.ge ban. Jiexialdi  de bisai, yi ching
%) 285, SRBOANEMR, B TROGWE, — 5
bi  yi chang jiflgcii, hian  yue W, Lin Shihdo zai Niliyué
b — 3 W, 02 F 2 A 11 B,k Bxr A 4y
Maidixin  Huayuan Gudngching duikang  Ludshanji
g:ﬂiﬁ‘].‘ 236 r 5] (Madison Square Garden) Xj‘%fb /57}25}[4
Harén  dui, Lin Shahdo né xia fan hé gé zhugong,
féf]/\F}\(LosAngelesLakers), 7}7]‘;]:5' X F 2 TF38% > a7 A B =,
chaogud lantdn  chaoji mingxing Kebi -  Bula’énte
%‘ﬁlj: NBA ﬁiﬁ %@é& H}] E 7?‘]’175 . jﬁ%l#%(KObe Bryant) o
Lin Shohdao chang shoufa dédao fen, zhé shi zi nian  yilai

WBE 4 BEIFE] 1094, X & NBA B 1977 F VAR

a | MELGLEETFOA
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de zui jia jila. Lin  Shohdao kaozhe zhihui, jishu hé xinxin  zai

MR AEAE KPR EFEFLE ERA R A

da fang guangcdi. Ta chaoyué le  Aiflsén chaoyué le
NBA K 7% 7%_;7%3 o AAT A %’7 7?}\ (Allen Iverson) , AT
Aoni’ér chaoyué le Maiké’ér - Qidodan
ﬂﬁ’E}Eﬁ: (Shaquille O’Neal) , A T B ER 3"]‘%‘ (Michael Jordan) .
Téngshi, Lin Shohio hdi zai chaoyue hé buduan de shuaxin  Niké dui de

FIAL, #h P& iE £ BA Fo RUF M B3 B L P8

ge xiang jilu. Ta zhéyang chisé de bidoxian, aran yizai bei buténg
B R F, MK R E 8 R —F W R

de qiudui, jiaolian  halue, shi  bushi  yinwei g shehui dui Yayi
0 BRIN, # %k Ak, A 3t B E

nanxing de  kébin yinxiang ne? 5 lian Daidongni
B 6 2R PP R
shénzhi gintan de shud:
£ 2 Bl M it
zhénshi  bukésiyi,

SR RLED g

jingran bei maimo zheme jiu,
I TR IEER XA X,

gxiang”.

Lin hé  kuaisu  cuanhodng, bujin zai Méigué de
N d:fc'%ﬁ'? Fo ik L, R A EE W
méiti  chéng le redian, zai Taiwan, Zhonggud, Xianggdang hé  Xinjiapo yé

AR & T AR, £ &F. FE. AR A e b
doushi xinwén de jiéodién Sutrdn  ta kanqilai xiang yT  x7 bao hdng, qishi

AAFE G BE, BRMARRGE — 5 R, L%

ta shi yong changjiu de nuli hé jianchi huan lai de. Ta de langia zhi
W RA W B Ao B 3 R 09, Mty Bk 2
U gishi zou de manchang, zdéu de xinku. Ta vyuanyi weile mengxidng

B AL AR RK, AFFEFRREAT FA

Opportunities Come to Those Who Prepare | 5
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jianchi  buxie. Jiu xiang ta shug, “WoO céngxidao jiu xidng da lanqid, wo
NN N2 113 ~ > I > ~

BH R, B B, RO 34 4T BEER, XK

zhidao hui  yudao hén dud kunnan, danshi  zhe shi wo de xudnzé”.

Foil 2 BF| R H A, 122 X & K A RBT,

Lin Shihdo de  gushi zhisudyi  rang hén dud rén chinshéng gongming,
RO BE ey HE AL R R S A FA e
zhéng shi  yinwéi ta  bushi  détianddhou  de chénggdng zhé.  Ta yilu  zdu
IE 2 RH M RERERME O R ., M —F &
l4i hén kinké, zaoyl  qishi, bu béi rén ziinzhong. A4 de jingli géng

kAR AT, B8 A, R A TEL M 20 £
xiang yige putong rén.

B —A FdE A

Lin Shihdo de chénggong géi héndud dilanging! fén shifth le yigé hio

Pz R 4 RE RNEAMLI T —A4F
bingyang.  Yigé rén de chénggdng chile ldizi “zishén de  nili, yé yao
B, AW RN A W E A, L&
y6u miandui kunnan yongbu \ditdlgy. de “IBguan taidu. Coéng ta de gushi,
A @t BAE KR ARK TR S E, A 8
nianging rén  kéyi [ zhidael 2hiyao ni ydu méngxiing, ydngbi fangai, ni
S AN TVl mmid ) REBE AR R B, KR RF, R
hui  faxian ziji ydu wixian  jinbl  de kongjian,  jthui  shi  lid  g&i

S AW AT A AR #Y 8 2N, e 2 8 %
zhtinbéi hdo de rén.

A AT 0 A

6 | MARBLAELEITFHA
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Yueda hou Iijié taolunti
Bk e B TS

Nike dui  zong jiaolian Daidongni  shénzhi gdntan de shud:

1% R KB #H%E BAR £E B W

“Yige réncdi jingran beéi maimo zheme jiu, hénshi bukésiyi,
113 RN - S 9 ..
— N ATE AR IR XA RIS,

aolian  halue de

bk Bk W

nanyi xiangxiang”. Lin Shdhao changqi beéi qi
ST ” » =,
VA BERT R P R
yuanyin shi shénme?

BRE £ Ha?
The head coach of the

“It’s incredible an

ach D’Antoni, even exclaimed,
ble how this talent was hidden for such
a long time!’ is thig reason for Jeremy Lin being continuously

ignored by th s afid the coaches?

Opportunities Come to Those Who Prepare | 7
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Yiban Méigud rén dui  Yayi nanxing de kéban yinxiang shi shénme?

2. 0 — M FE AT BE T MR Z LY
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Dui feiyi nanxing ne? Dui  Hdoldaiwl  yingxing ne? Dui Jiazhou rén

stAEE B R T AFEE FE R A mil A

ne? Dui  Nityué rén ne?  Dui Changchlnténg xuéxiao de
N Ed _):”— ) ;‘

o, ? Xﬁ’ my AL Y Xﬁ' '%1%‘}]7{‘ (Ivy League) '?#)L D)

xuéshéng ne? Ni  rénwéi yao zénmeyang cainéng ddpo yibanrén de

FAOR? AR RA B ELM TR AT —A 8
“kéban yinxiang”?

“21] 7}:}§L ﬁP %” (7

What are some of the stereotypes thag Americaiggnight have

of Asian males? Of African maleggm©Qt Hollywood stars? Of
Californians? Of New Yorkers? Qf Ivy Eeaguc®tudents? How do

you think people can break do@ stciotypes?

Please visit www.¢lithgsebiographies.com for audio files,

vocabulary liges, compigeherision exercises and more!
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The Chinese Biographies Series
Improve your Chinese reading skills while learning about world-renowned
celebrities. All titles contain pinyin annotation throughout and are
accompanied by free online resources at www.chinesebiographies.com.
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Visit www.cheng-tsui.com for more information.

Lang Lang

A young piano virtuoso
conquers the international
classical music scene.

Yao Ming

Skill, ambition, and
towering height lead a
basketball player to NBA

stardom.

Tales@iel Traditions, volumes 1-4
Readings gn Chinese Literature Series
Coffipilcd by Yun Xiao, et al.

Vera Wang

A designer’s fashion sense
and business savvy propel
her to the top of the fashion
world.

Jay Chou

An introverted musical
prodigy beats long odds to
become Asia’s King of Pop.

Read level-appropriate excerpts from the Chinese folk
and literary canon. Ideal AP* preparation readers.

Readings in Chinese Culture Series
By Weijia Huang, Qun Ao

Increase reading and cultural proficiency with original,
level-appropriate essays about Chinese culture, ancient
and contemporary. Volumes 1-4 now available.

*Advanced Placement and AP are registered trademarks of the College Board, which was not involved

in the production of, and does not endorse, this product.
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