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LESSON 1

x5 2
R
Di y1 ke

Greetings
[o] 4%

Wen hao

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

In this lesson, you will learn to use Chinese to

Exchange basic greetings;
® Request a person’s last name and full name and provide your own;
¢ Determine whether someone is a teacher or a student;

e Ascertain someone’s nationality.

RELATE AND GET READY

In your own culture/community—

1. How do people greet each other when meeting for the first time?
2. Do people say their given name or family name first?
3. How do acquaintances or close friends address each other?
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Dialogue I: Exchanging Greetings

boy {/j: 439 | LANGUAGE NOTES

2,
-0 /{‘J‘ 'ﬁ% ‘ (N7 hdo!) is a common form of greeting.

@ /f,/j: ‘ﬁ% ! It can be used to address strangers upon first

introduction or between old acquaintances.To

|
I T
g‘%‘ Fp‘i 2/ 9 /f,/j: © ’g‘«ﬁi ? L respond, simply repeat the same greeting.

Fa)

=%
~-® af F"j (ging wen) is a polite formula to be used

@ & 'lzi O ——?— 0 /fl'f: p}b ® ? to get someone’s attention before asking a question
‘\,,
or making an inquiry, similar to “excuse me, may |

|
ﬁ'ﬁi i © ? ’]‘ 'ﬁﬂ.e ’ please ask..."”in English.
'f'lj: \:wl ®{+/§Z "_?’_ P +® You can replace /f'lj: (nY) with its honorific form, :{\/J:‘

(nin), if you wish to be more polite and respectful.

@ ﬁ VLI ? ﬁ (¢} i 7"'@ i:l:l_ 9 See Lesson 6, Dialogue |, Language Note 1.
B {/j, \'—'L] /f‘l‘/;‘%/,g ‘E}: 9 LO ’J"ﬁﬂ. (xidojié) is a word with two third tone
AN} z\ i

syllables.The tone sandhi rule applies, thus making

ﬁ m,] i }E]};] o the first third tone 'J‘ (xido) a second tone.The

second syllable 'ﬁﬂ (jié) can also be pronounced in

the neutral tone.
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= Qing wen® ni® gui xing?

P iwi =N

: ' Wo xing® Li. NV ne®?

j:iW6 xing Wang. Li xiéojiée, nTjiéo®shénme mingzi?

@Wé]iao LT YOu. Wang xiansheng, ni jiao shénme mingzi?
=]

;;;;Wé jiao Wang Péng.

21

1. qu‘ ni pr you
2. ‘!Z% hdo adj fine; good; nice; O.K.; it’s settled
3. éf:] qing v please (polite form of request); to treat or to

invite (somebody)

4, F aﬂ weén v to ask (a question)
- =
5. ,a\ gui adj honorable; expensive
6. ‘ﬁi xing v/n (one’s) surname is...; to be surnamed; surname

[See Grammar 1.]

7. & wo pr I; me

7§
8. }% ne qp (question particle) [See Grammar 2.]
9. ’J Y ‘bﬂ- xidojié n Miss; young lady
Y
10. jiao v to be called; to call [See Grammar 3.]

11. /f‘l‘]ﬁ shénme qpr what
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2 VOCABULARY

. N
—
12. z ’% mingzi n name
13. %i xiansheng n Mr.; husband; teacher
Proper Nouns
A
14. %})’k Li You (a personal name)
A
'?‘ Iv (a surname); plum
15. -£ Hﬂ Wang Péng (a personal name)
-E- wang a surname): kin
\ . i AW A .
Grammar

[1. The Verb 2 (xing) ’

'ﬁi (xing) is both a noun and a transitive verb. When it is used as a verb, it must be followed by an

object.

0 A R 2

Ni xing shénme?

(What is your surname? Lit: You are surnamed what?)

B: ﬁ'ﬁi$ ©

W0 xing LI.

(My surname is Li.)

'ﬁi (xing) is usually negated with Z: (bl). [See Grammar 6.]
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A: /f'ﬁ: 'ﬁi —73"} s ‘?

Ni xing LT ma?

(Is your family name Li?)

B: ?E.Z:‘fli?

W0 bu xing Li.
(My surname is not Li.)

* X '">ll
. ;‘ i O Xl os
It is incorrect to say: & o *Wo bu xing.

: =
However, when 'ﬁi (xing) is used with "B (gui) to form a respectful or polite expression to

ask for someone’s surname, the proper way to inquire and to respond is as follows:

7N
NY gui xing’

(Whzt is vour surname?) (1.it: Your honorable suriame is...?

Remember to drop the honorific B when you reply:

R4ETE o

W0 xing Wang.

(My surname is Wang.)

% =
It is incorrect to say: & \ 'ﬁi -£ © *Wo gui xing Wang.

- =
One may also hear people respond to /fll\ = 'ﬁi (N7 gui xing) by saying 5‘% 'ﬁi x
=2
(Midn gui xing Wéang), )l'z[: B ‘ﬁi—%} (Midn gui xing LY). Lit: Dispense with the honorable.
[My] surname is Wang/Li.

Questions Ending with V2 (ne)}

o

ey )
jé (ne) often follows a noun or pronoun to form a question when the content of the

question is already clear from the context.

A: g‘%‘ﬂ"j, /f/j:ﬁ-‘ﬁi‘?

Qing wen, ni gui xing?

(What’s your family name, please?)

23
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. KAEZF o fROR 2

W6 xing Li, ni ne?

(My family name is Li. How about you?)

® a WRHTEL T

NTi jiao shénme mingzi?

(What’s your name?)

B: ﬁm"i}]}] ’ {ﬁ:% ?

W9 jiao Wang Péng, ni ne?
(My name is Wang Peng. How about you?)
When % (ne) is used in this way, there must be some context. In each of the two examples above,

the context is provided bv the preced 1 sentcace, z ;'ﬁii = (W3 xing LY) 1 (1), and é’k Ul—l
i}]):] (W4 jiao Wong Peng) 1 (2).

3. The Verb ™| (jia0)

The verb m" (jiao) has several meanings. It means “to be called” in this lesson. Like 'ﬁi (xing), it
must be followed by an object, which can be either a full name or a given name, but seldom a given

name that consists only of one syllable.

O a W™ BEL T2

NTY jiao shénme mingzi?

(What is your name?)

B: ﬁm’liﬂﬂ ©

W0 jiao Wang Péng.
(My name is Wang Peng.)

UL] (jiao) is usually negated with Z: (bl). [See Grammar 6.]

® n ™ FAH?

NTY jiao LV Shéng ma?

(Is your name Li Sheng?)
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B: ?E.X"“l?i ©

W9 bu jiao L Shéng.
(My name is not Li Sheng.)

From the examples above, we can see that the basic word order in a Chinese sentence runs

like this:
Subject + Verb + Object

The word order remains the same in statements and questions. Remember that you don’t
place the question word at the beginning of a question as you do in English, unless that
question word is the subject. (See more on word order in Grammar 2 in Lesson 2 and

Grammar 1 in Lesson 4.)

Lang¢uage Practice

A. Mix and mingIeJ

Walk around the classroom and get to know your classmates:

A: /f’/j: _ﬁ% ' A: Ni hdo!

B © B

A: 3?]*‘ F"ﬂ ? ’f/f: ?‘l?:'ﬁi ? A: Qing wen, ni gui xing?

B: Jﬁ’("ﬁi © B: W xing :
’f/f: e ? NI ne?

A: &'ﬁi ’ A: W0 xing )
™
/f'ij: UL' /f‘l‘-/;gk/g ‘r/"’_:,,‘ ? ni jiao shénme mingzi?

A )

wo jiao ,

B: °© B: W6 jiao
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(B. Meeting for the first time/Getting acquainted J

Complete the following exchange between two people who have never met
before.Do a role play based on the exchange.

A: /{'lj: 'ﬁ% ' A: Ni hdo!

B: © B:

A: ﬁ,'ﬁi s A: W3 xing :
3% Fﬂﬁ ’ 'f/ji ?‘l?:‘ﬁi ? aing wén, ni gui xing?

B © B

A: _ s Are

/f'/j: UL' {+/§/g _r:j,: ? ni jiao shénme mingzi?
. é’fk‘ ‘:”'l °© B: W& jiao :
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Dialogue Il: Asking about Someone's Nationality

& @Ik hLoepmey e

@ The original tone of Risa

ﬁ Z: ©6 j%’jé é‘f 9 ﬁ ;E]!: '%.2‘ i o 4th tone “bu”. However, when

?ﬁ ’ {ﬁ: % ) followed by another 4th tone
) syllable, Z: changes to 2nd

@ﬁ&@%%ii o ’ffj:;% tone, asin Z:i%(ba shi).
B A ?

PR RAERTA A
2B A2

DR KABYA
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@ Wang xiansheng, ni shi® Iaoshi ma®?
‘%L W3 bu®@® shi I3oshi, wd shi xuésheng. LT Ydu, ni ne?

W& y&@ shi xuésheng. Ni shi Zhongguo rén ma?

=/ Shi, wo shi B&ijing rén. Ni shi Méigué rén ma?

Shi, wo shi Niliyué rén.

(o VOCABULARY

shi v to be [See Grammar 4.]
2. J/é Eﬂa ldosht n teacher

3. 5% ia qp (question partice) [See Grommar S.]

1=
T
oy
4, Z: bu adv not; no [See Grammar 6.]
ReA
5

5. i xuésheng n student
6. '@J yé adv too; also [See Grammar 7.]
7. /\ rén n people; person

Proper Nouns

8. CFI Zhonggud x.: China

9. jt& 'Tj?: B&ijing Beijing
N2 <
10. % Méigud America
n. &% Nitiyus New York

\_ W
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Grammar

(4. The Verb FE,E (Shi)J

1=
In Chinese, A& (shi) is a verb which can be used to link two units that are in some way

equivalent. These two units can be nouns, pronouns, or noun phrases, e.g.,

NV shi ldoshT ma?

(Are you a teacher?)

B: ﬁ;%’jéélﬁ ©

W0 s ldosh .

(L ain a teacher.)

®© ZTAZLEZHA -

LT YOu shi xuésheng.

(Li You is a student.)
|2
F_ (shi) is usually negated with Z: (bl). [See also Grammar 6 below.]

®© IMITZEBRA -

Wang Péng bu shi Méigud rén.

(Wang Peng is not American.)

(5. Questions Ending with "= (ma)J

v . . . .
When ‘% (ma) is added to the end of a declarative statement, that statement is turned into
. .. . v
a question. To answer the question in the affirmative, drop the 'EJ (ma) from the end of the
. o . al% . :
question; to answer the question in the negative, drop the **J (ma), and insert a negative

adverb— usually Z: (bu)—Dbefore the verb. [See also Grammar 6 below.]
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0 Question: ’filj: j%ﬁ/é élﬁ v ?

NV shi ldoshT ma?

(Are you a teacher?)

-
Affirmative answer: & R )/Lé glﬁ ©

W6 shi ldoshr.

(I am a teacher.)

Negative answer: ﬁ Z: 7*%% é‘ﬁ ©

WO b shi ldosht.

(I am not a teacher.)

9 Question: /fﬁ: 'ﬁi _E_ s ?

(¥ xing Wang ma?

(Is vour faniily name Wang?)

Affirmative: & ﬁ_}]_ ‘}— ©

W0 xing Wang.
(My family name is Wang.)

Negative: ﬁ Z: ‘ﬁi i ©

W0 bu xing Wang.
(My family name is not Wang.)

FPXMAEHBFLEMK
Ity RFHE

N

mKBHLE # %
4 100091
E2%: (010)-6288-

This is a typical business card. Circle the person’s family name.
Where is this person located?
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.

The Negative Adverb 8 (bu)]

O RKRIAZILTA-

In Chinese there are two main negative adverbs. One of the two, Z: (bl), occurs in this

lesson.

W0 bu shi B&ijing rén.

(I am not from Beijing.)

EAFRAFEA o

LT YOu bu shi Zhonggud rén.

(Li You is not Chinese.)

S I U

Laosht bu xing Wang.

(The teacher’s surname is not Wang.)

TESCET R

W0 bu jiao LT Zhong.
(My name is not Li Zhong.)

The Adverb {’ZJ (v&) J

o

The adverb ‘@4 (yé) basically means “too” or “also.” In Chinese, adverbs, especially one-
syllable adverbs, normally appear after subjects and in front of verbs. They usually cannot

precede subjects or follow verbs. The adverb )&4 (yé) cannot be put before the subject or at

the very end of a sentence.

> B g
RALZEZAE o
W0 yé shi xuésheng.

(’'m a student, too.)

IMARE » FRAUZEEE o

Wang Péng shi xuésheng, LT You yé shi xuésheng.

(Wang Peng is a student. Li You is a student, too.)
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© HTEPEHA > Kb ZLPEA -

Ni shi Zhonggud rén, wd yé shi Zhonggud rén.

(You are Chinese. I am Chinese, too.)

sa) MR T BEA » #3852 F B AL

NT shi Zhdnggué rén, *wo shi Zhongguo rén yeé.

ao) IR AP BA » FHL TP A o

N7 shi Zhdonggud rén, “yé wo shi Zhongguo rén.

When the adverb *@_‘ (yé) is used together with the negative adverb Z: (bu), ’@4 (yé) is placed
before Z: (bu), e.g.

o IMRETZE » FAMTEZE o

Wang rcng b shi lhoshi, LT YEu y© ba shi ldosh.

(War: Peng ic not a teacher. Li You s not a te-cher, eithe:

0 MIAZLHA > RELRZYA o

NY ba shi Nitiyué rén, wo yé bu shi Nitiyué rén.

(You are not from New York. I am not from New York, either.)

Language Practice

( ...\?E‘J (shi.. ma)J

Based on the text of Lesson 1 and your own situation, ask and answer the
following questions with a partner.

)SX

exampLe - }:]):] CF= i Wéng Péng © xuésheng

A L }:]}E] ?E% i 7 A: Wang Péng shi xuésheng ma?

s: 1. I/ ﬂi'ﬁ’ i © B: Wang Péng shi xuésheng.
?7){0%/\ 1. LT Y6u & M&igué rén

2. e }]};] © CP A 2. Wang Péng < Zhdnggué rén
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'7%})& © 7‘{( %‘i i 3. L Yéu & Méigué xuésheng
4. .I- HH & jb T?: /\ 4. Wang Péng < B&ijing rén
. ?& © é‘{ﬂ‘ v‘ﬁ A 5. LV Ydu < Niliyué rén
'J\ o2 i 6. Ni & xuésheng

Based on the text of Lesson 1 and your own situation, ask and answer the following
questions with a partner.

w

(%]

o

EXAMPLE
A ARSI : ? ! ".E] 1 A: Ui+ 3nii ii30 LV Péng ma?
G N o B: LV xidojié b jiao LT Péng.
FARAETBEAW?

,flj\ 2 E2 HH N 2. Ni shi Wang Péng ma?
IR AR

—
-

. LT YOu shi Zhonggud rén ma?

N

3 3. Wang Péng shi Nillyué rén ma?

]
4, i 74’6 Eltl— le -I‘ & AN ? 4. Wang xiansheng jiao Wang Yéu ma?
5. 'J‘ DL{ %]EL g7 5. Nijido LT Ydu ma?

Based on the text of Lesson 1 and your own situation, ask and answer the
following questions with a partner.

. B HH CFI . A 1. Wang Péng shi Zhonggué rén,
'fll]': A, 7% cla Any ? ni yé shi Zhonggué rén ma?
?fk 7% 47 v‘ﬁ A0 2. LV Y6u shi Nillyué rén,

'flj\ '&J iE'E éﬁ /7 /\ A ni yé shi Nitlyué rén ma?
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2. AR f%))é Efﬁ ’ 'f/f: e ? 3. Wang Péng b shi l3oshi, nl ne?
4. ?fk s iaE ‘:F’ A0 'f'lf: ", ? 4. LT Y5u bl shi Zhdngguo rén, ni ne?
5, L BH W E 5. Wang Péng xing Wang,
'f/J': bt 0 2 nl y& xing Wang ma?

‘ F. “I'm American. How about you? Where are you from?”

Walk around the classroom and find out about your classmates’ nationality,
state, or city origins.Remember that, to say that you are from America, California,
or Boston, simnly attach the word A (rén: person) to the name of the country

~ a 2
state, or city &7{% é‘u Méigu o)/ California/Be ton/{ (rén).

B 2 s 'L
A: & R ]‘_«’i] /\ LN % ! A: W6 shi Méigué rén, ni ne?

B: """ © B: ...
R \
A: I 7‘EKentucky (the state of your A: Ni shi Kentucky (the state of your
. v .
current re51dence)/\ (AN ? current residence) rén ma?

B: %(J%A © / B: W5 shi ... rén./
?E‘Z:i%‘“/\ ? ﬁ%“'k © WO b shi... rén, wo shi ...rén.

2, ©
A: {‘J‘ 7‘E(pick a city in your A: Ni shi (pick a city in your
respondent’s home state)/\ s r) respondent’s home state) rén ma?
~ ' 1>
B: & K(Louisville) /\ © /f'l‘ % r) B: W& shi (Louisville) rén, ni ne?

> |
A: & ;E(Portland) /\ °© A: W6 shi (Portland) rén.



10.

11.

12.

HOW ABOUT YOU?

* B
% B
& B
B A
¥ B
mEXR
EH
e
A g
Jra M
B R
L&

Where are you from?

Yinggud

Fagué

Dégud

Ribén

Hangud

Jia’nada

Mc 1gé

Yindu

Yuenan

Jiazhou

Xiawéiyi

Shanghdi
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pn

pn

pn

pn

pn

pn

pn

pn

pn

pn

pn

Britain; England

France
Germany
Japan
South Korea
Canada

Me: co
India
Vietnam
California
Hawaii

Shanghai

P B\
"‘.I L 4
m v WA

| 3

Ao

rén.

If your country/state/city is not listed above, please ask your teacher and make a note here:

& A

W0 shi
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Culture Highlights

o Most Chinese family names 'ﬁi (xing) are monosyllabic. There are,
ab REL _
however, a few disyllabic family names such as BX F’fj (Ouyang) and
é'] /fi (S1td). The number of Chinese family names is fairly limited.

According to the most recent census, the most common family names are

2= 1, I wang), 7K zhang), 2 i), and FR (Chén).

Family names precede official titles or other forms of address: ﬁ é;é %% ;?_
X 74'6 i (Wang xiansheng, literally, Wang Mister),

Kj/é ﬁ‘ﬁ LY ldoshi, literally, Li Teacher), etc. When

. .. -r b2
addressing sizangers, it is prover to % érl— (xianshen )a S Qg }_
A )

La
Mr.) or ’J\ S (vigojié, Miss) followin s their

family nan:

~ A Vo5
9 Family names 'ﬁi (xing) are sometimes called 'ﬁi L’& ('% @ Z% /{#T

(xingshi). 'ﬁi (xing) were originally passed down along

maternal lines. Indeed, some of the most ancient Chinese family a ~ g

names such as E g, 31[)27 (Gun), A (Si), ) (Yao), and

‘i‘ (Jiang) as well as the character 'ﬁi (xing) contain the fe- These are the first sixteen surnames listed
in the Hundred Surnames. Do you recognize

male radical, ﬁ‘ (nl). Aristocratic men and women were born  any of them?

with a 'ﬁi (xing). However, only aristocratic men would have

a K (shi) as a secondary family name. By the Western Han

period (207 BCE-8 CE), 'ﬁi (xing) and &4 (shi) had become

indistinguishable, and even commoners had acquired family

names or 'ﬁi (xing).

9 When talking about Chinese family names, most Chinese
people will reference or mention the Hundred Surnames,
KAk
E 2K (Bdi Jia Xing). The book records the known family

names of the Northern Song Dynasty in the 10th century. The

400-plus family names included in the work are arranged in

quatrains with each eighth character rhymed. The book

was a popular reading primer recited by schoolchildren. There are dictionaries to interpret the
Hundred Surnames.This is the cover of one
of those dictionaries.
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e In Chinese, family names ‘flfl:._ (xing) always precede personal or given names
/g (ming). Personal names usually carry auspicious or positive meanings.
They can be either monosyllabic, written in one character, or disyllabic,
written in two characters. In Chinese culture, a person is seldom referred to
by his or her family name alone, especially if the family name is monosyllabic.
For example, Wang Peng k3 ):]H (Wang Péng), should not be referred to
simply as Wang.

6 When meciine someore for the “rst time, it is police 1o first ask for his
. . . k> >
family noime, rather than histher full nanie: Then the auestic 1/{‘1‘ Ul—' + R
=
/g -3 ? N Jidao shénme mingzi? What s your name?) cin he asked to find

out his or her given name or full name.

@ In Chinese culture the use of given names often suggests a much higher degree
of intimacy than is the case in the West. If one’s given name is monosyllabic,
its use is even more limited, usually confined to one’s lover or spouse. For
example, Wang Peng’s girlfriend can address him as Peng, especially in letters,

but most people would call him Wang Peng rather than Peng.

Do you know any people with these family names?

S

F @iy I ix PR chén; B Gaox X (Huangy 2= Wi

A @iy B wiay; 2B wor Fimaoy ¥ shy; L (Wang);

R way A xier IR xay T oy M7 vangy; B vaor IR (vex
IR (zhang), 21 zhengy; JB (zhow)
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Pronunciation Exercises

’?} 0 Practice the following initials:

b p d t
1. bdo pdo da ta
2. ban pan di ti
3. bu pu dui tui
4, bo po ding ting
5. béng péng déng téng

9 Practice the followiriq initials:

j q z c
1. jiao giao zai cai
2. jing qing zdo cdo
3. jin gin zi ci
4. jie gie ze cé
5. jian gian zhé che

@ Practice the following initials:

sh s X
1. sha sa xia
. shan san xian
shén sén XTn

P woN

shéng séng Xing
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@ Practice the following tones:
1. tiantian 2. jinnian 3. jinglf 4. shéngqi

5. xingqt 6. fada 7. fazhan 8. shéngdiao

6 Practice the following tone combinations:
1. ni hdo 2.LiYou 3. ldohu 4. zhanlan

5. hdo dud 6. ni lai 7. hdo sha 8. ging wén

@ Practice the following syllab'es in netiiral tones:
1. xiansheng 2. niing: 3. <ido a2 4. shénme

5.wo de 6. ni de 7.ta de 8. shéi de
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English Text

Dialoguel

Wang Peng:
Li You:
Wang Peng:

Li You:
Wang Peng:
Li You:
Wang Peng:

How do you do?
How do you do?

What’s your family name, please? (lit. Please, may I ask... your honorable surname
is...?)

My family name is Li. What’s yours? (lit. I am surnamed Li, and you?)
My family name is Wang. Miss Li, what’s your name?

My name is Li You. Mr. Wang, what’s your name?

My name is Wang Peng.

Dialoguelll

Li You:
Wang Peng:
Li You:
Wang Peng:
Li You:

Mr. Wang, are you a teacher?
nt. Li You, ho
Pm o stndent, too. Aic you Chinese?

I’m ot a teacher, 1 a stuc about you

Yes, P'm from Peyjing (it Pia Peijing or). /re you American?

Yes, 11 rrom New York (lic. ’'m a New Yorker).

PROGRESS CHECKLIST

Before proceeding to Lesson 2, be sure that you can complete the following
tasks in Chinese:

| am able to

@ Exchange basic greetings;

@ Say my last name and full name;

[v] Ask someone’s last name and full name;

@ Say if | am a student or not;

@ State my nationality;

@ Ask someone's nationality.

Please review the lesson if any of these tasks seem difficult.




