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T
LANGUAGE NOTES
-0 /{' N '!6' « (NI hdo!) is a common form of greeting.

/f'J\ It can be used to address strangers upon first

introduction or between old acquaintances.To

3/
J
Y

®
-
=¥

@ 4
L
Y&~
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respond, simply repeat the same greeting.

o2 T% ]"] (ging wen) is a polite formula to be used

& "}li@) .7% 'f:j\ % ® ? to get someone’s attention before asking a question

Y | or making an inquiry, similar to “excuse me, may |
&'ﬁi F o 5 ’J‘ 'ﬁﬂ.g ? please ask...”in English.
. kb o . AR
® /, > L N
/f'J\ /f—l- A /‘g % ? ® You can replace 'fl (nY) with its honorific form, /&
(nin), if you wish to be more polite and respectful.

ﬁ 7Y ?& o i ;ID i 9 See Lesson 6, Dialogue |, Language Note 1.

/f'J\ ,f‘[_ Z\ /g ‘r}’% ) LO ’J"ﬁﬂ (xidojié) is a word with two third tone

syllables.The tone sandhi rule applies, thus making

ﬁ ph i };])E] o the first third tone ’J‘ (xido) a second tone.The

second syllable 'ﬁﬂ- (jié) can also be pronounced in

the neutral tone.
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Ni h30®!

Ni hdo !

Qing wen® ni® gui xing?

Wo x‘mg(D LY. NY ne@?

W9 xing Wang. Li xiéojiéo, nTjiéo®shénme mingzi?

W0 jiao LT Y6u. Wang xiansheng, nf jiao shénme mingzi?

W0 jiao Wang Péng.

VOCABULARY

21

L
1. {‘J‘ ni pr you
2. ‘ﬁ% hdo adj fine; good; nice; O.K.; it’s settled
A )
3. 1’5 qing v please (polite form of request); to treat or to

invite (somebody)

4, ] ! weén v to ask (a question)
BN ) .
5. N gui adj honorable; expensive
6. ‘ﬁi xing v/n (one’s) surname is...; to be surnamed; surname

[See Grammar 1.]

7. & wo pr I; me

8. % ne qp (question particle) [See Grammar 2.]
9. ’J Y ‘bﬂ- xidojié n Miss; young lady
Y .
10. jiao v to be called; to call [See Grammar 3.]

11. /f+ Z\ shénme qpr what
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VOCABULARY

. N
—
12. z ’% mingzi n name
13. 74[:4 i xidnsheng n Mr.; husband; teacher
Proper Nouns
A
14. - })’k Li You (a personal name)
A<
'?‘ 1 (a surname); plum
15. -£ Hﬂ Wang Péng (a personal name)
-E- wang (a surname); king
\ .
Grammar

[1. The Verb 2 (xing) ’

'ﬁi (xing) is both a noun and a transitive verb. When it is used as a verb, it must be followed by an

object.

Ni xing shénme?

(What is your surname? Lit: You are surnamed what?)

B: ﬁ'ﬁi$ ©

W0 xing LI.

(My surname is Li.)

'ﬁi (xing) is usually negated with Z: (bl). [See Grammar 6.]
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9 A: /fﬁ:'ﬁi’%'}a’%?

Ni xing LT ma?

(Is your family name Li?)

B: ?E.Z:‘fli? ©

W0 bu xing Li.
(My surname is not Li.)

* X '">ll
. ;‘ i O X b us
It is incorrect to say: & o *Wo bu xing.

However, when 'ﬁi (xing) is used with D (gui) to form a respectful or polite expression to

ask for someone’s surname, the proper way to inquire and to respond is as follows:

NT gui xing?

(What is your surname?) (Lit: Your honorable surname is...?)

.- X
Remember to drop the honorific M when you reply:

B: ?}E"ﬁii ©

W0 xing Wang.
(My surname is Wang.)

x4 92
It is incorrect to say: & n 'ﬁi -£ © *Wo gui xing Wang.

J> 2 -2
One may also hear people respond to /f’l‘ n 'ﬁi (N7 gui xing) by saying 5‘% n 'ﬁi £
;=
(Mi&n gui xing Wéang), )l'z[: n ‘ﬁi—%} (Midn gui xing LY). Lit: Dispense with the honorable.
[My] surname is Wang/Li.

{2. Questions Ending with V2 (ne)}

ey )
jé (ne) often follows a noun or pronoun to form a question when the content of the

question is already clear from the context.

0 A: ‘i%l”], /f'}j:%‘ﬁi‘?

Qing wen, ni gui xing?

(What’s your family name, please?)

23
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. KAEZF o fROR 2

W6 xing Li, ni ne?

(My family name is Li. How about you?)

9 A: UL' /H_ ?

Ni jiao shénme mingzi?

(What’s your name?)

B & EPA > ARE 2

W9 jiao Wang Péng, ni ne?

(My name is Wang Peng. How about you?)
When % (ne) is used in this way, there must be some context. In each of the two examples above,

the context is provided by the preceding sentence, g’k'ﬁi =¥ (W6 xing LD in (1), and é’k Ul—l
I A we jizo Wang Péng) in (2).

3. The Verb ™| Gio)

The verb m" (jiao) has several meanings. It means “to be called” in this lesson. Like 'ﬁi (xing), it
must be followed by an object, which can be either a full name or a given name, but seldom a given

name that consists only of one syllable.

O A ™AL 57

NTY jiao shénme mingzi?

(What is your name?)

B: ﬁ\?l—l E—}:]};]

W0 jiao Wang Péng.
(My name is Wang Peng.)

UL] (jiao) is usually negated with Z: (bl). [See Grammar 6.]

O A ’f!jﬁ"“l?i"ﬂ]?

NTY jiao LV Shéng ma?

(Is your name Li Sheng?)
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~ ﬁ
B: '{F&. Z: Ul—] ¥ i ©
W9 bu jiao L Shéng.
(My name is not Li Sheng.)

From the examples above, we can see that the basic word order in a Chinese sentence runs

like this:
Subject + Verb + Object

The word order remains the same in statements and questions. Remember that you don’t
place the question word at the beginning of a question as you do in English, unless that
question word is the subject. (See more on word order in Grammar 2 in Lesson 2 and

Grammar 1 in Lesson 4.)

Language Practice

(A. Mix and mingleJ

Walk around the classroom and get to know your classmates:

A: /f’/j: _ﬁ% ' A: Ni hdo!

B: © B: :

A: i}éj ] ’f/ﬁ %'ﬁi ? A: Qing wen, ni gui xing?

B: Jﬁ’("ﬁi © B: W xing :
’f/f: e ? NI ne?

A: &'ﬁi ’ A: W0 xing )
™
/f'ij: UL' /f‘]— Z\ Z ‘? ? ni jiao shénme mingzi?

A J

wo jiao ,

B: °© B: W6 jiao
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(B. Meeting for the first time/Getting acquainted J

Complete the following exchange between two people who have never met
before. Do a role play based on the exchange.

A: /{/j: 'ﬁ% ' A: Ni hdo!

B: © B:

A: &'ﬁi P) A: WS xing ,
iﬁ ]EJ ’ 'f'll’: 'ﬁ'ﬁi ? ging wen, ni gui xing?

B © B

A ’ A ,

/f'/j: UL' {"‘ Zs /g ‘r’:}: ? ni jiao shénme mingzi?
ﬁ m«] S B: Wojiao .
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SAMPLE

FhA AR %@%yﬁ o, ® LANGUAGE NOTE

@ The original tone of KNisa

[
ﬁ Z: oo 7‘%% yﬁ ’ ﬁ ;E‘Z: '—%i i o 4th tone “bu”. However, when

A ) b ) followed by another 4th tone
AR
=B ]i /fJ }é ' syllable, Z: changes to 2nd
a
3”3’(‘"}1 oL A o fhT tone, asin A~ 7E (b shi),

FEADG ?

2 REZTA o RAE
£ B A ?

& REWH A o
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Wang xiansheng, ni shi® 130shT ma®?

Wo bu®@® shi ldosht, wo shi xuésheng. LY YOu, ni ne?
Wo yé® shi xuésheng. Ni shi Zhonggudé rén ma?

Shi, wo shi Béijing rén. Ni shi Méiguo rén ma?

Shi, wo shi Niliyué rén.

VOCABULARY
N
1. 7‘% shi v to be [See Grammar 4.]
2. J/é y ﬁ ldosht n teacher
3. \?% ma qp (question particle) [See Grammar 5.]
4. Z: ¥ adv n e Grammar
5. r‘\%" i Ssh n st
6. '&A yé adv too; also [See Grammar 7.]
7. /\ rén n people; person
Proper Nouns
8. CP Zhdnggué China
9. jh .E": B&ijing Beijing

N2
10. 9:E( M&iguo America

11. gﬂ 2{7 Nitlyué New York
N J
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Grammar

(4. The Verb FE,E (Shi)J

1=
In Chinese, & (shi) is a verb which can be used to link two units that are in some way

equivalent. These two units can be nouns, pronouns, or noun phrases, e.g.,

NV shi ldoshT ma?

(Are you a teacher?)

B: ﬁ 7*%% yﬁ °©
W6 shi ldoshr.

(I am a teacher.)

®© ZTAZLFHA o

LIYdu shi xuesheng.

(Li You is a student.)
|2
F_ (shi) is usually negated with Z: (bl). [See also Grammar 6 below.]

© IMFEZERAO-

Wang Péng bu shi Méigud rén.

(Wang Peng is not American.)

(5. Questions Ending with "/% (ma)J

When U/% (ma) is added to the end of a declarative statement, that statement is turned into
a question. To answer the question in the affirmative, drop the U/% (ma) from the end of the
question; to answer the question in the negative, drop the p’ﬂ:l (ma), and insert a negative

adverb— usually Z: (bu)—Dbefore the verb. [See also Grammar 6 below.]
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o Question: ‘J‘ 7‘5% )Fﬁ ‘% (P

Ni shi ldoshT ma?

(Are you a teacher?)

Affirmative answer: ﬁ 7*% % y ﬁ

W6 shi [doshr.

(I am a teacher.)

Negative answer: & Z‘ N 2 % ) ﬁ

W0 bu shi ldoshi.

(I am not a teacher.)

9 Question: /f']\ 'ﬁi i ‘%

NT xing Wang ma?

(Is your family name Wang?)

Affirmative: ﬁ 'ﬁ-’-il— i ©

Negative:
W0 bl xing Wang.
(My family name is not Wang.)

This is a typical business card. Circle the person’s family name.
Where is this person located?
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[6. The Negative Adverb 8 (bu)}

In Chinese there are two main negative adverbs. One of the two, Z: (bl), occurs in this

lesson.

0 HRTALTAC
WO bu shi Béijing rén.

(I am not from Beijing.)

0 FTAFREFEA-

LT YOu bu shi Zhonggud rén.

(Li You is not Chinese.)

© ZIFIAHE -

Ldosht ba xing Wang.

(The teacher’s surname is not Wang.)

o HAMET

W0 bu jiao LT Zhong.
(My name is not Li Zhong.)

{7. The Adverb {’ZJ (v&)

The adverb ’@4 (yé) basically means “too” or “also.” In Chinese, adverbs, especially one-

syllable adverbs, normally appear after subjects and in front of verbs. They usually cannot

precede subjects or follow verbs. The adverb )&4 (yé) cannot be put before the subject or at

the very end of a sentence.

0 HKULRFAE-

W0 yé shi xuésheng.

(’'m a student, too.)

@ IMITFA > FRULFAE-

Wang Péng shi xuésheng, LT You yé shi xuésheng.

(Wang Peng is a student. Li You is a student, too.)
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© MEFTEA» RLLTFTEA-

Ni shi Zhonggud rén, wd yé shi Zhonggud rén.

(You are Chinese. I am Chinese, too.)

ca) IR AP EA » *H AT EH AL o

NT shi Zhdnggué rén, *wo shi Zhongguo rén yeé.

o AR T EA > Hab, 2K TP E A -

N7 shi Zhdonggub rén, “yé wo shi Zhongguo rén.

When the adverb *@_‘ (yé) is used together with the negative adverb Z: (bu), ’@4 (yé) is placed
before Z: (bu), e.g.

o IMAARLIT > FRLLTAELT

Wang Péng bu shi ldosht, LT You yé bu shi ldoshr.

(Wang Peng is not a teacher. Li You is not a teacher, either.)

o RTAMHA S KA EYR

NY bd shi Nitiyué rén, wo yé bu shi Nitiyué rén.

(You are not from New York. I am not from New York, either.)

Language Practice

(C. 7%' e V% (shi...ma)J

Based on the text of Lesson 1 and your own situation, ask and answer the
following questions with a partner.

W2

EXAMPLE -£- }:]):] < "?‘, i Wang Péng & xuésheng
a N2

A: -£ }:]}:] 7 "/%1 i s ? A: Wéang Péng shi xuésheng ma?
a NV

B: E— HH N r_%_‘» i °© B: Wang Péng shi xuésheng.

~2
1. ?&0% /\ 1. Li Y6u © M&igué rén
2. E— }]);] © CP /\ 2. Wang Péng < Zhonggud rén
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sk EERA
-5 < 7:{( . 3. Li Y8u © M&igué xuésheng
4., .I— }:]}:] & jb /?\ /\ 4, Wang Péng < Béijing rén
=R oY
. 1 % éﬂ 2 /\ 5. LV Y6u < Niliyué rén
\\I
‘J‘ © ‘3‘ ékl— 6. NI © xuésheng

Based on the text of Lesson 1 and your own situation, ask and answer the following
questions with a partner.

w

(%]

o

EXAMPLE

a 2=/ 2R 2 A: LY xidojié jido Li Péng ma?

7’%‘ NS m—{ ? AR o B: LV xi%ojié b jido LY Péng.

. ?& e ‘:P A 7 1. Ui You shi Zhonggué rén ma?
'f'J‘ & 1 Hﬂ V,% ? 2. Ni shi Wang Péng ma?

CEMARAAAN o ? 3. Wang Péng shi Nitlyué rén ma?

2 #D * m E A o ? 4. Wang xiansheng jido Wang Y6u ma?
e F= A0 2 5. N jdo Lt You ma?

Based on the text of Lesson 1 and your own situation, ask and answer the
following questions with a partner.

. E A iE'E CP A 1. Wang Péng shi Zhongguo rén,
'f'lj: 0, 7% cl? A ? ni y& shi Zhonggué rén ma?
%"’Efk 732: A 217 A0 2. LV You shi Nitiyué rén,

{'J‘ A, iE‘!: ALgN o ? ni yé shi Nitiyué rén ma?

—

N

w

P

n
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2. AR f%))é yﬂi ’ ’f/f: e ? 3. Wéng Péng bi shi l3osht, ni ne?
4. ?fk jf: iaE ‘:F’ A0 'f'lf: % P 4 1 vou ba shi Zhdnggué rén, ni ne?
5, I BH I 5. Wang Péng xing Wang,
'f/I: 4k T ‘% ? ni y& xing Wang ma?

‘ F. “I'm American. How about you? Where are you from?”

Walk around the classroom and find out about your classmates’ nationality,
state, or city origins.Remember that, to say that you are from America, California,
or Boston, simply attach the word A (rén: person) to the name of the country,

s~ g 2
state, or city: & X 9{( E] (Méigud)/California/Boston A(rén).

A: & 7‘% % /\ ? ,f‘lj: %? A: W6 shi Méigud rén, ni ne?

B: "*°°°° © B: ...
R \

A: I 7‘EKentucky (the state of your A: Ni shi Kentucky (the state of your
current residence)/\ \7/% ? current residence) rén ma?

B: %(J%A © / B: W5 shi ... rén./
?E‘Z:i%‘“/\ ? ﬁ%“'k © WO bu shi... rén, wo shi ...rén.

2,
A: {‘J‘ 7‘E(pick a city in your A: Ni shi (pick a city in your
respondent’s home state)/\ u/ﬂi r) respondent’s home state) rén ma?
~ ' 1>
B: & K(Louisville) /\ © /f'l‘ % r) B: W& shi (Louisville) rén, ni ne?

> |
A: & ;E(Portland) /\ °© A: W6 shi (Portland) rén.
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HOW ABOUT YOU?

Where are you from?

e
1. R Yingguo pn Britain; England

B\ /
A

). IR Figué pn  France
5. fE Dégué pn  Germany f—
4. BAR  Riben pn  Japan O

s, #h Hingué  pn  South Korea

6. HE KR janida  pn Canada I*I

o
7. '_‘?‘i_‘ & 'T’QJ- Moxige pn Mexico

8. fP })?‘k Yindu pn India ®
9. %'% Yuenan pn Vietnam | E
10. 75‘7 d'l\] Jiazhou pn California
11. E }%L % Xiawéiyi pn Hawaii
o
1. L Shanghsi pn  Shanghai

If your country/state/city is not listed above, please ask your teacher and make a note here:

&A A

WO shi rén.
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o Most Chinese family names 'ﬁi (xing) are monosyllabic. There are,
however, a few disyllabic family names such as B)I( [8 (Ouyéng) and
é’] 'fi (S1td). The number of Chinese family names is fairly limited.
According to the most recent census, the most common family names are
Z= W, E wang), T& @hang), X (L), and [F chen).

Family names precede official titles or other forms of address:

X 74[:_] i (Wang xiansheng, literally, Wang Mister),

? J/é y ﬂa (LY 1doshi, literally, Li Teacher), etc. When

addressing strangers, it is proper to say % i (xiansheng,

Mr.) or ’J\ 40 (xidoji€, Miss) following their

family name.

9 Family names 'ﬁi (xing) are sometimes called ’&i B‘Q

(xingshi). 'ﬁi (xing) were originally passed down along

maternal lines. Indeed, some of the most ancient Chinese family

names such as &E an, '!Vb (Gun), 'ZUJ\ (S), &)E (Yao), and

-i‘ (Jiang) as well as the character 'ﬁi (xing) contain the fe- These are the first sixteen surnames listed
in the Hundred Surnames. Do you recognize

male radical, 'ﬁ‘ (nl). Aristocratic men and women were born  any of them?

with a 'ﬁi (xing). However, only aristocratic men would have

a K (shi) as a secondary family name. By the Western Han

period (207 BCE-8 CE), 'ﬁi (xing) and 1%4 (shi) had become

indistinguishable, and even commoners had acquired family

names or '&i (xing).

6 When talking about Chinese family names, most Chinese

people will reference or mention the Hundred Surnames,

E %/{'&i (Bdi Jia Xing). The book records the known family

names of the Northern Song Dynasty in the 10th century. The

400-plus family names included in the work are arranged in

quatrains with each eighth character rhymed. The book

was a popular reading primer recited by schoolchildren. There are dictionaries to interpret the

Hundred Surnames.This is the cover of one
of those dictionaries.
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@ In Chinese, family names ‘ﬁflf_ (xing) always precede personal or given names
/g (ming). Personal names usually carry auspicious or positive meanings.
They can be either monosyllabic, written in one character, or disyllabic,
written in two characters. In Chinese culture, a person is seldom referred to
by his or her family name alone, especially if the family name is monosyllabic.
For example, Wang Peng b Hﬂ (Wang Péng), should not be referred to
simply as Wang.

6 When meeting someone for the first time, it is polite to first ask for his or her
R
family name, rather than his/her full name. Then the question {'J‘ Ul—' 'H_ A
=
/g 5 ? (NT jiao shénme mingzi? What is your name?) can be asked to find

out his or her given name or full name.

@ In Chinese culture the use of given names often suggests a much higher degree
of intimacy than is the case in the West. If one’s given name is monosyllabic,
its use is even more limited, usually confined to one’s lover or spouse. For
example, Wang Peng’s girlfriend can address him as Peng, especially in letters,

but most people would call him Wang Peng rather than Peng.

Do you know any people with these family names?
=X = s
B @iy ZS caiy R cheny; B Gaox, X (Huang); 3= (W
7}* (Lin); j'] (Lia); g (Lud); %(Méo): gi(ShT); .£(Wa’mg);
9D"< (Wa); 751 (Xie); 44/% (Xa); 'ﬁ (Xu); 7}37 (Yang); ’!’% (Yao); "‘l' (Ye);
7K (zhang); *P (zheng); B (zhou)

37
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o Practice the following initials:

i W N

9 Practice the following initials:

mos woN

9 Practice the following initials:

WM

béng

J
jiao
Jjing
jin
jie

jian

q
qiao
aing
gin
gie

gian

sa

san

dui
ding
déng

z4do
Zi
ze

zhe

xia
Xian
Xin

Xing

ti
tui
ting

téng

ci
ce

che



e Practice the following tones:
1. tiantian 2. jinnian 3. jingli

5. xingqt 6. fada 7. fazhan

6 Practice the following tone combinations:
1. ni hdo 2. LiY6u 3. ldoht

5. hdo dud 6. ni lai 7. hdo sha

@ Practice the following syllables in neutral tones:
1. xiansheng 2. mingzi 3. xidojie

5.wd de 6. ni de 7.ta de

Lesson 1 * Greetings

4, shéngqi

8. shéngdiao

4, zhdnldn

8. ging wén

4, shénme

8. shéi de

39
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English Text

Dialoguel

Wang Peng:
Li You:

Wang Peng:

Li You:
Wang Peng:
Li You:
Wang Peng:

How do you do?
How do you do?

What’s your family name, please? (lit. Please, may I ask... your honorable surname
is...?)

My family name is Li. What’s yours? (lit. I am surnamed Li, and you?)
My family name is Wang. Miss Li, what’s your name?
My name is Li You. Mr. Wang, what’s your name?

My name is Wang Peng.

Dialoguelll

Li You:
Wang Peng:
Li You:
Wang Peng:
Li You:

Mr. Wang, are you a teacher?

I’m not a teacher, I'm a student. Li You, how about you?

I’m a student, too. Are you Chinese?

Yes, ’'m from Beijing (lit. ’'m a Beijing-er). Are you American?
Yes, 'm from New York (lit. ’'m a New Yorker).

PROGRESS CHECKLIST

Before proceeding to Lesson 2, be sure that you can complete the following
tasks in Chinese:

| am able to

Exchange basic greetings;

Say my last name and full name;

Ask someone’s last name and full name;

Say if | am a student or not;

State my nationality;

Ask someone's nationality.

Please review the lesson if any of these tasks seem difficult.






