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1
Introduction to Chinese 
Phonetics

B Part I
To complete the exercises in this section, you need either the audio CDs or 
multimedia CD-ROMs. If you have the audio CDs, follow the instructions 
below. If you have the multimedia CD-ROMs, follow their instructions (no 
hard copy necessary).

]   TASK 1. MONOSYLLABLES/DISYLLABLES

The following mono- and disyllables will be read to you, but in a differ-
ent order than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these 
phrases by numbering their written counterparts in the order in which you 
hear them.

A. Monosyllables

   1. nà           2. ná   3. læ    4. lá 

   5. dã           6. tã   7. wß    8. × 

   9. tÖi   10. dÝi 11. må 12. mßu

13. bÙ   14. bâo  15. yØ  16. yÔ

B. Disyllables

   1. fÑidÝi      2. dâod×     3. tuÙbãi     4. bÑibÐo

   5. pÜobæ      6. wådÜo    7. lÖolãi     8. tÓudæ

   9. nàlä   10. tâinâo 11. dätÚ  12. màná

13. pæbæ   14. yÒfu  15. fÐfÚ  16. nÜonæ
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]   TASK 2. PRONUNCIATION DRILLS

Listen carefully to the examples and try to imitate each sound. 

A. Monosyllables

1. tã  2. dåu  3. mÓ  4. nÖo     5. pâi 

6. fÝi  7. bÞ  8. nuÙ  9. ná  10. læ 

B. Disyllable

1. fÚyä 2. wßlÖi 3. lÖolãi 4. dÚtã 5. nÖlÖi

]   TASK 3. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and record 
them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and accuracy. 

A. Monosyllables

1. fßu 2. mÙ 3. på 4. nà    5. lÛ

6. tã 7. dÝi  8. nâo 9. lÖi  10. bÑi

B. Disyllables

1. pãidâi 2. mÚná 3. dätÚ 4. fÝibÙ    5. m×i lÖi

6. nàlä 7. dÚtã 8. dâod× 9. tuÓluå 10. mÖimå

]  TASK 4. DICTATION

Listen to the dictation items provided on the CD and write them in pinyin 
with correct tones. 

   1.     2.     3.     4. 

   5.    6.     7.     8. 

   9.  10.  11.  12. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

17.  18.  19.  20. 
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q Part II

]  TASK 1. MONOSYLLABLES/DISYLLABLES

The following mono- and disyllables will be read to you, but in a differ-
ent order than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these 
phrases by numbering their written counterparts in the order in which you 
hear them.

A. Monosyllables 

   1. shÜn     2. sh×n    3. zhân   4. châng

   5. r×n     6. sh×ng    7. chÑ   8. chÒ

   9. cÖng  10. sÐng 11. rä 12. rã

13. rÜn  14. rÜng 15. cÓng 16. zßng

B. Disyllables 

   1. r×ngrÖn     2. cÙngrÙng     3. shÑngchÜn   4. shângshÑng

   5. zhânzhÑng     6. chÖngch×ng    7. sßngrÖn   8. shÑnshä

   9. cãshÑn  10. sångzÞ 11. c×ngcä 12. cÙngshä

13. zäcÞ  14. cÐngsÐng 15. chãnshÐn 16. shÐnshâng 

]  TASK 2. PRONUNCIATION DRILLS

Listen carefully to the examples and try to imitate each sound. 

A. Monosyllables 

1. zhä 2. chã 3. shÒ 4. rã    5. zÞ

6. sÐn 7. c×ng 8. sh×n 9. châng 10. zhÓng

B. Disyllables

1. r×ngrÖn  2. zhÓngshÑng 3. c×ngcä 4. cÙngshä    5. shÐnshâng 

6. chÔræ 7. zãngsång 8. chãnshÐn 9. chÔcÐo 10. cãsuß 
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]  TASK 3. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and record 
them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and  accuracy. 

A. Monosyllables 

1. rÖn 2. sÓng 3. cân 4. cÖng           5. shÑn

 6. zÝn 7. zhÝng 8. chÒ 9. chÙng  10. zhßng

B. Disyllables 

1. cÐngsÐng 2. zäcÞ 3. chãnshÐn 4. rÙngzßng          5. zhânzhÑng

6. shÑnshÐn 7. chÖngch×ng 8. shãngzhÞ 9. r×ngrÖn  10. shÑnchä

]  TASK 4. DICTATION

Listen to the dictation items provided on the CD and write them in pinyin 
with correct tones.

   1.     2.     3.     4. 

   5.     6.     7.     8. 

   9.  10.  11.  12. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

17.  18.  19.  20. 

h Part III

]  TASK 1. MONOSYLLABLES/DISYLLABLES

The following mono- and disyllables will be read to you, but in a different order 
than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these phrases by 
numbering their written counterparts in the order in which you hear them.
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A. Monosyllables 

   1. huâ     2. guÐn    3. wÑng    4. kÔn

   5. guä     6. huâi    7. wÖng    8. huÖng

   9. guÜ  10. wãn 11. guÐng 12. gàn

13. guÜi  14. kuÒ 15. wÐn 16. hÚn 

B. Disyllables

   1. huÖnghuå     2. kuâihuÙ    3. gÓngguÐn    4. kuâihÔn

   5. huÖngguÐ     6. kuÒkång    7. guÜngkuå    8. guÐnguÐng

   9. huÖnwÖn  10. kuâguÙ 11. wÜnhÔn 12. hußguÓ

13. guÞguâi  14. wÑnnuÜn 15. wÑngwÑng 16. wãihÔn 

]  TASK 2. PRONUNCIATION DRILLS

Listen carefully to the examples and try to imitate each sound. 

A. Monosyllables 

1. kuâi 2. guÜng 3. wãn 4. huâ   5. wÑng 

6. guÞ 7. guÐi 8. wÖng 9. kuÐn 10. kÔn

B. Disyllables

1. gÓngguÐn 2. huÖngguÐ 3. kuÒkång 4. kuâguÙ   5. wÑngwÑng

6. wÜnhÔn 7. guÜngkuå 8. guÞguâi 9. wÑnnuÜn 10. wãihÔn 

]  TASK 3. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and record 
them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and accuracy. 

A. Monosyllables 

1. huÐ 2. wãn 3. huØ 4. gàn   5. guÜn 

6. wÑng 7. w×i 8. huÖng 9. kuâi 10. kuä
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B. Disyllables

1. kuÒkång 2. wÜnhÔn 3. wÑngwÑng 4. wãiguÙ  5. wÑnnuÜn 

6. huÖngguÐ 7. hußguÓ 8. kuÐnkuå 9. guÞguâi 10. kàguÐ

]  TASK 4. DICTATION

Listen to the dictation items provided on the CD and write them in pinyin 
with correct tones.

   1.     2.     3.     4. 

   5.     6.     7.     8. 

   9.  10.  11.  12. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

17.  18.  19.  20. 

F Part IV

]  TASK 1. MONOSYLLABLES/DISYLLABLES

The following mono- and disyllables will be read to you, but in a differ-
ent order than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these 
phrases by numbering their written counterparts in the order in which you 
hear them.

A. Monosyllables

   1. qiÔ     2. jiâ    3. qiÖn    4. xà

   5. jiÝ     6. xiÜo    7. quÖn    8. qiÖo

   9. xiÜng  10. xÚn 11. xiÙng 12. qän

13. quÑ  14. jäng 15. yßu 16. qÞ 
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B. Disyllables

   1. jiÜjiã     2. xiÜoxÒn   3. quÑxiân   4. xiÖnxiÖ

   5. jiÝju×     6. xuÖnxÔ   7. xu×xØ   8. xÒngqÒ

   9. jiàyuã     9. jiÔjäng 10. qiÜngxiÐn  11. jänxiÔ

11. juÐnqÔ  12. qÒqiã 13. qiãqà 14. qàju×

]  TASK 2. PRONUNCIATION DRILLS

Listen carefully to the examples and try to imitate each sound. 

A. Monosyllables

1. yÝ 2. quÑ 3. xuÖn 4. jiÔ   5. qiân

6. xiÖ 7. qiÐng 8. xiÙng 9. jÞn 10. xÞng

B. Disyllables

1. jiÝju× 2. jiàyuã 3. qàju× 4. jänxiÔ   5. xØngjÔn 

6. xÒyÐn 7. jÒngjiÜn 8. qiÚqØng 9. jänxäng 10. qiÜngxiÐn

]  TASK 3. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and 
record them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and 
accuracy. 

A. Monosyllables

1. quÑ 2. jæn 3. quÖn 4. jän   5. jäng

6. qiÚ 7. xiÜo 8. xiÐn 9. xiÙng 10. yÐng

B. Disyllables

1. quÑxiân 2. jÔnxæn  3. quânjià 4. juÐnxiân   5. jØjæ

6. xäqà 7. qiÜngxiÐn 8. xiÙngxÒn 9. qÞng jän 10. xiÔxi
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]  TASK 4. DICTATION

Listen to the dictation items provided on the CD and write them in pinyin 
with correct tones.

   1.     2.     3.     4. 

   5.     6.     7.     8. 

   9.  10.  11.  12. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

17.  18.  19.  20. 
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How Do You Make a Living?

(TÒng ShuÓ LiânxØ)
p Listening/Speaking Exercises

]  TASK 1. PHRASES AND SENTENCES

The following phrases will be read to you in Chinese, but in a different order 
than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these phrases by 
numbering their English counterparts in the order in which you hear them.

A. Words/Phrases

quite a lot (medical) Doctor Li whose boss?

to do business our teacher his doctor

to specialize in computers engineer her nurse

B. Sentences

What does your friend do?

Neither of my parents is in business.

These are all my computers.

What is this?

You don’t have many questions.

Whose books are those?

What does he specialize in?

Is that his boss?

Which one of you is Professor Hu?
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]  TASK 2. SHORT CONVERSATIONS

Listen to the short conversation and select the correct answer. 

1. The speakers are talking about
 a) a teacher.  b) each other. c) several teachers.

2. The books mentioned in the conversation belong to
 a) the male speaker.  b) the female speaker. c) neither of them.

3. The person mentioned has
 a) one job. b) two jobs.  c) three jobs.

4. The person mentioned has 
 a) no doctor.  b) one doctor.   c) more than one doctor.

]  TASK 3. SUBSTITUTION 

Familiarzie yourself with the basic dentence patterns by substituting the 
given phrases into the following sentences. Your audio CDs will include the 
pronunciation of these sentences. When you fi nish this exeicise, see if you 
can apply its vocabulary and granner in your responses to the supplementary 
questions given on the audio CD.

1. A:

B:

2. A:

 B:

  

3. A:

 B:

  

4. A:

 B:
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]  TASK 4. QUICK RESPONSE

A. Questions & Answers 
Listen to the following questions and provide an answer to each one. If you 
don’t know a word, try to get its meaning from the context, rather than look-
ing it up. Remember, both speed and accuracy are important! 

1. 

2.

3. 

4. 

B. Turning Positive into Negative 
Listen to the previously recorded responses and change each statement into 
a negative sentence.

1. 

2.

3.

4.

(DÚ XiÝ LiânxØ)
q Reading/Writing Exercises

 TASK 1. ANALYTICAL READING

Demonstrate your understanding of the following text by choosing the best 
of three choices to replace each of the numbers throughout the passage.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

 TASK 2. SHORT PASSAGE

Read the following text and see how well you can answer the True/False 
questions that follow.

Supplementary Vocabulary

1.   gÓngsÒ n. company

2.   dâ adj.  big, large, great

Questions:

1. The writer is a computer science student. True/False

2. The writer’s family knows Dawen’s family very well. True/False

3. The writer’s family owns a business.  True/False

4. Nobody in Dawen’s family is doing very well. True/False



Volume 1  a  Lesson 5   27

 TASK 3. DIALOGUE CONSTRUCTION

Using the following situations, create two-line conversations that include the 
given Chinese words.

1. Asking for someone’s occupation:

 a) 

 b) 

2. Asking about whether a pile of books on the desk belongs to someone:

 a) 

 b) 

3. Asking about someone’s teacher:

 a) 

 b) Last name + 

4. Asking to whom the computers belong:

 a) 

 b) 

 TASK 4. E-MAIL

You have been trying to get your Chinese program to work for an hour with 
no success. As you sit there staring at the computer, you recall an old friend, 
with whom you haven’t spoken in years, who is currently studying computer 
technology. E-mail your friend, asking about family members and friends 
(note that, since you haven’t seen each other in so long, you have to be po-
lite). In particular, ask if your friend knows anyone in the computer business 
who might be able to help you with your predicament.




