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1. Why BuilderCards?

Vocabulary is central to language and of critical importance to a foreign language
learner. As one of the fundamental building blocks of language, vocabulary has
always been at the center of language learning.

As a learner, you probably have already seen some Chinese flashcards on the
market or had the experience of creating flashcards for yourself. So why another set?
Why BuilderCards?

This set of BuilderCards is uniquely designed to help students build their Chinese
vocabulary network and understand how groups of words are thematically and
pedagogically related. Unlike most flashcards, which are created for single-character
memorization, the main purpose of BuilderCards is to expand a learner’s vocabulary
in a systematic way, to establish a vocabulary network in the learner’s mental
lexicon and to facilitate vocabulary learning and teaching for users and teachers of
various commonly used textbooks.

If you glance through BuilderCards, you will quickly see that it is different from
most other flashcard sets in four outstanding ways:

1. Word-based. Instead of presenting a single character as the head on each
card, BuilderCards treats words (one to four characters) as the basic unit,
thus creating a headword on each card. Although there are certain cards
with only one character as headwords, they are single-character words that
are the immediate building blocks for building the language, and they can
be independently adopted in language use.

2. Headwords based on frequency of use in textbooks. Instead of choosing
words based on a generic character or word frequency list, BuilderCards
presents a unique set of words based on the word frequency in the seven
most commonly used beginning and intermediate Chinese language
textbook series and the Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK, Chinese Proficiency
Test) Level-1 Vocabulary List. The cards cover all words appearing in these
publications. For first and second year learners, the frequency information
based on textbooks is much more practical and valuable than the frequency
information provided in other flashcards, most of which is based on
commonly used newspaper or general language use.

3. Referenced to commonly used textbooks. Rather than serving only the
general learners, BuilderCards is intended to serve both general learners and
the users of common Chinese language textbooks.
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4. Association by word. Instead of listing some words containing the head
character as a morpheme for the purpose of reinforcing learning the
character, BuilderCards presents the semantically, linguistically and
pedagogically associated words for the headword based on word association
theory. (See “Pedagogical Rationale of BuilderCards” below for more
information.)

2. Features of BuilderCards

The BuilderCards set is designed for all beginning and intermediate Chinese
language learners, especially for (1) learners who want to systematically expand or
review characters and vocabulary from the beginning to the intermediate level, (2)
test-takers who are preparing for the HSK, SAT II Chinese Language Test, and other
Chinese proficiency tests, (3) users of seven commonly used Chinese language
textbook series.

The BuilderCards set contains 768 cards. Each card features 1 headword and 1 to 5
associated words. There is a total of 2,892 words introduced in the card set. These
2,892 words have been selected based on statistical studies of the vocabulary
coverage in the seven most commonly used textbook series and the HSK Level-1
Vocabulary List. This card set is intended to cover all the essential words that appear
in these eight publications. The eight publications (and their abbreviations as
appearing in this card set) are as follows.

1. HFBS: Hanyu for Beginning Students (7 iF)

2. HSKI1: Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi Level-1 Vocabulary List
(DB ARV B i)
3. 1C: Integrated Chinese (" CWr 3152 5) (Level 1 Part 1, Level 1 Part 2)
4. INTR: Interactions, A Cognitive Approach to Beginning Chinese (I, II)
5. NPCR: New Practical Chinese Reader G55 HPGERA) (1, 2)
6. PAVC: Practical Audio-Visual Chinese (3£ AW #1E) (I)
7. PCR: Practical Chinese Reader (3 H U ERAN) (1, 1)
8. PRIM: Chinese Primer (FF3ZAT])

While we include all the essential words covered in these publications, for
practical reasons, some specific names, proper nouns and words that we think may
not be interesting to general users, or that are unique to particular textbooks, have
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been excluded. For instance, dri, MH%F, LA, A, (WAL, (=
fa) , B3R, JERTiE T 2#PBE, etc. are not included in BuilderCards.

From the total of 2,892 words, 768 have been selected as headwords based on their
textbook appearance frequency, their productivity in forming new words, and their
roles in the corresponding semantic categories. Each of these 768 words appears as a
headword on a card and then is used as a prompt to be semantically or linguistically
associated with 1 to 5 other words, which are associated with the headword, but may
or may not contain its character(s) or be derived directly from its structure. This is a
basic strength of the BuilderCards approach.

The main focus of the BuilderCards is to develop a learner’s vocabulary system. In
addition, BuilderCards also provides radical information and stroke numbers for the
characters of these 768 headwords, a fundamental need for beginning learners to
develop any true facility with characters.

The cards are numbered sequentially based on dictionary order by Pinyin. For all
the headwords and their associated words, Pinyin, English definitions, parts-of-
speech, textbook appearance frequency, and references to where each word appears
in the publications are provided.

The index of all words included in this card set is arranged in Pinyin order.
Information about the headword, associated word(s), publication appearance
frequency, and words’ card number are included.

3. Structure and Organization of BuilderCards

Front Side
On the right upper corner of the front side is the card number. The numbers range
from 1 to 768 based on the Pinyin alphabetical order of the headword.

The headword is centered in large bold strokes, with its associated word or words
listed below in smaller strokes. Neither Pinyin nor English is provided. For the
headword, references to the publication sources are listed. The publication references
are arranged in alphabetical order based on the abbreviated publication titles.
Following the publication title, lesson and section numbers are provided. (For
example, for the word 4H4H, the reference “HFBS 2.1 indicates this word appears in
Hanyu for Beginning Students, Lesson 2, section 1.) Supplementary words in some
textbooks are marked by either “x” or “s” following the original textbook format.
(For example, under the word 4545, the reference “IC 17x” indicates that this word

is in Integrated Chinese, Lesson 17 as a supplementary word; the reference “NPCR
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22s” represents that it also appears in New Practical Chinese Reader, Lesson 22 as a
supplementary word.)

Reverse Side
The reverse side of each card contains three sections.

In the top horizontal section, the headword is reprinted in a smaller size, followed
by its Pinyin, part-of-speech, English definition, character radical information, and
stroke number. (For information about the abbreviations of parts-of-speech, please
refer to the “Grammatical Terms” section below.) If a headword contains different
English definitions and different parts-of-speech, these definitions and parts-of-
speech are separated by a semicolon *“;”. The multiple meanings within one part-of-

[T

speech are separated by a comma “,”. The radicals and stroke number for each
character of a headword are separated by a comma “,” in the order these characters
appear in this word. For instance, for the word %454, radical information is presented
as “radicals £ , %, in which £ is the radical of %%, and % of {§. The same
convention applies to the stroke information. 4545 s stroke information is presented
as “strokes 9, 117, meaning that 9 is the stroke number of 45, and 11 of 4.

In the left section under the top part, the associated words appearing on the front
side are reprinted with the Pinyin below, and part-of-speech and English definition to
the right, with publication references.

The right section under the top part is an area for notes. It is intentionally
formatted so that the user can add personal notes, or can make their own associations
for the headword in addition to those appearing on the card.

4. Pedagogical Rationale of BuilderCards

Psychological studies on word association have revealed that words are not randomly
stored in the mind, rather, there is specific organization. Word mastery necessitates
understanding of various kinds of lexical knowledge. Words in a word family are
related to each other through their common base-form. Linguistic studies show that
the appropriate use of a word depends on understanding of the word’s meaning in
relationship to other linguistically and semantically related words. These studies
have inspired research on second language vocabulary acquisition, which has shown
that words can be better mastered when they are learned together with other
semantically and linguistically related words.
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Whereas other published flashcards treat word relations in an implicit manner, the
goal of this BuilderCards set is to make the relations explicit and use these relations
to establish a vocabulary organization for learners. If you present the prompt word 5%
¥ “table” to a Chinese speaker and ask him/her to offer the associated words, you
are very likely to receive words such as #f ¥ “chair,” X H “furniture,” ) [i1]
“room,” #F “cup,” or 54J “table lamp.” You might also receive some “clang”
response words that thyme or contain the same sound, such as JLF “son,” f%F
“child.” Words grammatically related to the prompt words, such as # “to wipe,” #
“to move,” #fi “to carry,” as in 5T “to wipe the table,” #H T “to move the
table,” 55 F “to carry the table,” may be given. Each of these associated words
relates to the word in some way. Studying the word 5T together with its various
associated words can help learners not only build a network of meanings and
organize the semantic knowledge of the new word, but also establish the vocabulary
organization and internalize the new word into their mental lexicon.

The word relations highlighted in BuilderCards are summarized and exemplified
below:

1. Synonym type relation. For instance, under the headword /=5 >% “glad,” such
synonyms as 4% “happy,” Jiith “delighted” and f§i Pl “happy” are listed as
associated words. 1 i “restaurant, hotel” and 7F* “(small) restaurant” are
included in one card headed by 1% )L “restaurant.” %15 “to think, to feel,”
PL24 “to think mistakenly,” and WA 4 “to consider that” are presented together.

2. Antonym type relation. For instance, /3 “thick,” i “thin,” #X “soft,” and il
“hard” are presented together. 57K “nervous” is accompanied by #% 2
“relax.” 1% “hungry” is associated with ¥ “to be full after eating,” T-f
“clean” with Jf “dirty,” A %% “cute, lovable” with ©J 3% “hateful,
abominable,” and {# 'F “cheap” with Tt “expensive.”

3. Same character relation. For example, %1i& “to know” is related to %R
“knowledge.” H13% “airport” is associated with L2 “opportunity.” %
“quiet” is associated with “ZHF “to arrange,” and & 2] “to review” is related
to Pk & “to recover.”

4. Same semantic field. For instance, words related to tea, 251 “tea leaves,” 1t
Z% “jasmine tea,” AW “teacup,” ZX AT “teapot,” A H “tea set,” FIH

“teahouse,” 754> “a tea party,” Jf1 4% “to steep tea,” can form a word group. 57
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T “house,” J& T “room,” 5 “rent,” /54 “landlord,” and /5% “tenant”
are basic words for the topic of house renting. f “to borrow,” it “to return,”
fl 45 “to lend (to),” and f 151l “library ID” can be grouped under the
scenario of borrowing and returning a book in a library. HLi% “telephone,” HL
R “telegraph,” and 54k “the (telephone) line is busy” belong to the scenario
of making a phone call.

Superordinate and subordinate type relation. This relation can be called “is
a kind of” relation. JJ5 5 “strict” is “a kind of” /& “attitude.” K “spring”
is “a kind of” Z=77 “season.” {£JL “flower” has a generic or superordinate
relation to 44t “chrysanthemum” and #1¢ “plum blossom.” Meanwhile, %
1t “chrysanthemum” and #§f£ “plum blossom” maintain a subordinate
relation to {£ )L, “flower.”

Paradigmatic relation. A paradigmatic relation is similar to the same
semantic field relation (see above), but requires the identical part-of-speech
and the same grammatical function of the words within a given sentence. For
instance, for the sentence F# XK #] {5 Bk “I enjoy playing basketball,” ftFeEk
“Ping Pong [ball]” and A{#%iEk “football” can be used as substitutes to replace
EEK “basketball.” For the sentence 4> KK TAR % “The weather is good for
today,” 4K “today” can be replaced by FE K “yesterday” and by H K
“tomorrow.” For the sentence &= XXIZFEIH) “I like to eat sweet things,”
“sweet” can be replaced by B “spicy,” 7% “bitter,” Jil, “salty” and 7% “light
(taste, color).” Therefore, 5 ER “basketball,” feFcEk “Ping Pong ball,” and
BBk “football”; 4K “today,” HEKX “yesterday,” and H°K “tomorrow”; filf
“sweet,” B “spicy,” 7 “spicy,” Jil “salty,” and % “light (taste, color)” can be
considered as in paradigmatic relations.

Grammatical relations. The grammatical relations are presented in three
different ways in this BuilderCards set. One way is to group together the
headword and the associated words that bear an obvious sequential
relationship to the headword. The words in this group are usually from
different word classes. & “to look, to watch” is related to 5 “book,” i
“newspaper,” or FL#) “television” due to the frequent combinations of 7 17
“read a book,” FHR “read a newspaper,” and F L} “watch TV.” 4{%E
“piano” is related to #f “to play.” /NMESE “violin” is associated with $7 “to
play.” X “wind” corresponds to il “(wind) blow.” % “mistake, error” is
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related to JB “to make (mistake).” The second way is to list a group of words
with similar grammatical functions together in order to make a contrast. For
instance, the following measure words are grouped together: *{ “a bunch of
(flowers)”; £, a measure word for stick-like things; £, for trees and plants;
i, for long and thin things; #£, for plants and trees. The third way is to
present a word and a pattern with the word. For instance, 2%t “interest” is
grouped with X} ... f5 24} “be interested in” and & 4R “feel interested in.”

8. Homonym type relations. Words in the homonym relations, can be defined

as words which are written in the same way but have different meanings. For
instance 744k “save money” and 4 “province” are presented together. ff “a
particle indicating the possessive,” HJHJ{ “at the time of,” and ) fff
“indeed” are grouped together.

In addition, some other relations, such as “part of whole” (e.g. /75 [H] “room,” with
# “wall,” and J5 Tl “ceiling”), words with same origin (e.g. Z& /i “tomato,” and %
%4 “grape”) and elements of a compound word as independent words (e.g. A V5%
“bus” with 23 3L “public”” and J<% “car, vehicle”; #% 19 “roast duck™ with #%
“roast” and 1 “duck”), ete. are also principles in making the associations for a given
headword.

Vocabulary acquisition research and teaching practices suggest that the word
relations outlined above are crucial for learners to establish their vocabulary system
and organization for the target language. With an emphasis on these relations,
BuilderCards can help learners make connections among the words they have
learned and lay the foundation for further vocabulary expansion and enrichment.

5. How to Use BuilderCards

There are several ways to use BuilderCards, depending on your purpose of study.

e If you are aiming at systematically expanding or reviewing vocabulary at the
beginning and intermediate level, or preparing for HSK, SAT II or other
proficiency tests, study this set by following the original card sequence, from
number | through number 768. You may use the reverse side of each card to
study both the headword and its associated word(s) in detail. Study the
headword first, pay attention to the relation between the headword and its
associated word(s), and use such relations to group the headword and the
associated one(s) together. You can also use the word frequency information
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in the textbook reference part to estimate the importance of the word in the
publications referred to and determine how to prioritize each word in your
study. You can use the front side of the card to quiz yourself.

e Ifyou are a user of one of the seven Chinese language textbook series indexed,
you might use BuilderCards as a companion reference along with your study
of the textbook. By using the index, you can re-sort the cards to match the
textbook order. To achieve this, first look up the vocabulary list in your
textbook and locate the words for which you want to create a card set. Then
use Pinyin to locate these words in the BuilderCards index. Find the card
numbers for these words, and locate these cards in the BuilderCards set.
Remember that a word you are looking for in the BuilderCards set might
appear as either a headword or an associated word. Also please keep in mind
that you may not find some specific names and proper nouns that appear in
your textbook because they are not included in BuilderCards. (See above
“Features of BuilderCards” for more information on types of words that
weren’t chosen for inclusion in BuilderCards.)

e Ifyou are preparing for the HSK test, you can re-sort the BuilderCard set into
the original HSK order based on the word sequence provided on the cards.

As mentioned in the “Pedagogical Rationale” section, the goal of BuilderCards is
to help users establish a semantic and linguistic vocabulary network. The semantic
and linguistic network provided by each card is a very basic system and intended to
serve as a base for further development of such a system. In fact, the semantic and
linguistic network and the word association system in the average speaker’s mind are
far more complicated than the elemental system shown in BuilderCards. The higher a
learner’s language proficiency is, the more sophisticated the learner’s vocabulary
system is. Users should be aware of the fact that the associations presented on each
of the BuilderCards are based on the vocabulary covered in the eight publications
and they are intended to show an overview of the vocabulary in the beginning and
intermediate levels of Chinese language instruction. Therefore, any word not
occurring in these eight publications has not been included in this card set to
complement certain semantic fields. Thus the word associations in the BuilderCards
set are not comprehensive or complete.

In addition to studying each card as an individual network, you are encouraged to
make further associations across different cards based on the associations suggested
in the pedagogical section. For instance, on Card No. 40, you learn 4§ “to fall ill;
disease,” i T “to become ill,” Jjj \ “patient,” Ji}i; “ward,” and JFEIR “symptom,”
so you can establish a semantic field about illness and hospital. Under this theme,
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other cards with the words related to this theme, such as Card No. 164: & %% “run a
fever,” K % “become inflamed”; Card No. 189: J& | “get a cold”; Card No. 669: <
£ “doctor,” P45 HT “clinic,” P< 2 %% “medical expense,” $'- “nurse,” and £ “‘to
cure, to treat (an illness)”; Card No. 670: 5[ “hospital,” P “be hospitalized,” H
Bt “to leave hospital,” etc., can be further grouped together and form a more
comprehensive associated word network for this theme. The word association can
thus be very personalized. For a particular word, different people may generate
different associations based on their personal experience. Therefore, users are
encouraged to make their personal associations for any word they are studying in the
card set. The notes section on the reverse side of each card is intended for these
purposes.

6. Grammatical Terms

There is a great variety of parts-of-speech and grammar terms in the publications
referenced in BuilderCards. Each publication differs in its classification and the use
and definition of technical terms. Considering this great inconsistency, BuilderCards
adopts its own parts-of-speech system and tries to employ consistent grammar terms.
This is an attempt to make use of the most general type of parts-of-speech
classification and the most common grammar terms. Some specific jargon in certain
textbooks, such as “pre-transitive”, “unclassified bound form”, “movable adverb”,
etc., are replaced with common and general terms. The following list shows the

grammar terms and their abbreviations used in BuilderCards.

adj Adjective part Particle

adv Adverb PN Proper Noun
av Auxiliary Verb pr Pronoun

coll Colloquial pref Prefix

conj Conjunction prep Preposition
excl Exclamation prov Proverb

IE Idiomatic Expression qw Question Word
interj Interjection suf Suffix

m Measure Word v Verb

n Noun ve Verb Complement
num Number Vo Verb Object

on Onomatopoeia
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a,a 13 bangqil

BuilderCards Index

o The headwords are indicated by shaded rows.

e Simp: Simplified Character

e Trad: Traditional Character

e F: Textbook Frequency, Number (1-8) of the chosen publications in which the word appears

e No: Card Number (1-768)
Pinyin Simp Trad F No Pinyin Simp Trad F No
aa i) L] 8 1 bii " A 6 10
ayl i i 32 biihud BR \E 110
ai mE 3 11 biihuddalou  EHEIHE BEAE 1 10
aiya moF W F 21 biihudgongsi BEEAR BEEAT 3 10
aiyo mi ) 21 biishik&l BHAL BHFETE 1336
i % =3 53 bainian FHE FREE 111
diger BANL BEE 13 ban % i 6 13
a % 4 7.4 ban E2i3 /i3 512
dihdo BT ot 14 ban chuqu ik #BE 113
diqing ZiFE =I5 14 bandio #31 | 113
dirén ZA FA 44 banji 2N i 112
anjing ZH TEF 35 banjia i d R 113
anpéi ZHE Tk 15 ban e * 8 14
anshi et b 1 567 ban DI H 6 15
aoye K B 1 661 banchdng e s *I5 1 14
ba e e 8 8 binfd I i 4 15
ba AN AN 5 bangong I 17N 115
bachéng AN A J\B% 16 bangongshi HAE WAE 415
bd il g 8 bantian PR FR 2 14
ba i g 1 379 banys L3 ' 314
baba BT BE 8 379 bang i H 6 16
bai H =] 69 bangmang EL i Hit 4 387
biibi 7 FHE 111 bangzhil it HED 4 16
bilandi H= HRie 19 bing 3 (3 117
baitian HX HX 3 bang B B 2 18
bii 7 1 4 bangqit HEER =35 117






