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PREFACE

Following Volume 1 of the Chinese for Tomorrow series, this second volume serves as a vital
link between the beginning stages of Chinese language learning to more advanced communica-
tive levels. This volume continues to use the “Computer Chinese” (or “CC") method, but adds a
considerably expanded character handwriting component.

CC is a new approach to learning Chinese, designed specifically with the needs of English-
speaking students in mind. According to a study on the way American students learn Chinese,
most students consider character memorization to be the most difficult task (E1 2003). Re-
search on “penless” Chinese also supports some critical components of the CC approach (Xu
and Jen 2005). The guiding principal of CC is that students at the beginning level (Volume 1)
use computer input as the focus of their learning, supplemented by character handwriting. At
the intermediate stage (Volume 2), students continue to focus on computer input, but gradu-
ally increase their handwriting skills; and at the advanced level, handwriting will become the
focus, supplemented by computer input.

Using the CC method, we avoid the common scenario where students begin their study of
Chinese with the most difficult and time-consuming task: writing characters by hand. By in-
stead putting the focus on character recognition, students will be able to learn vocabulary more
quickly and will have more time to practice other language skills, including listening, speaking,
reading, and composition, and at the same time they may take advantage of computer technol-
ogy to learn Chinese at a faster pace. Our field testing results show that students taught using
the CC approach can process vocabulary items more quickly and with more accuracy than
those taught using a traditional method. Students using the CC method have overall stronger
abilities in speaking, reading comprehension, and composition.

During the course of five years while developing this curriculum at New York University, we
discovered a significant difference in the progress of two groups of students using the same
textbook: Students taught under traditional methods often complained that the textbook intro-
duced too many new words per lesson. However, CC students using this very same textbook

learned, on average, twenty additional words per lesson — without problems or complaints.

Preface
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The practice of typing Chinese and recognizing characters, while gradually adding character hand-

writing exercises, ensures that by the time students reach the advanced level, they will already recognize
several thousand characters and be able to handwrite several hundred. Once they've become more confi-

dent in their handwriting skills, they may switch their focus from computer input to handwriting.

New to Volume 2

As a series, Chinese for Tomorrow considers the needs of university-level Chinese programs as well as
those students learning in high schools or on their own, including those preparing to take the AP® or
HSK Chinese Proficiency exams. Volume 2 continues to build on the 5 C's — communication, culture,
connections, comparisons, and communities — which comprise the national standards for foreign lan-
guage learning set by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. !

The Volume 2 lessons — 10 in total — stress communicative skills, with conversation as their main
focus, and literary language is gradually incorporated into the reading comprehension texts. As they
hone their communication skills, students who use this book will also come to better understand the
differences between Chinese and American societies. While focusing on a specific cultural theme in
each lesson, we place special emphasis on different aspects of campus life in the U.S. and China. The
Customs and Culture sections at the back of each lesson introduce many contemporary trends in Chi-

nese society and thought, allowing students to make comparisons with their own culture.

The Companion Grammar Book

As with Volume 1, the Volume 2 companion grammar book is a perfect complement to this textbook.
The grammar book focuses on sentence structure, moving from simple to more complex structures,
including clear explanations, sentence patterns, and a wealth of exercises. The two books are connected
by vocabulary used in corresponding lessons of the textbook and grammar book, and we suggest teach-
ing the relevant grammar points simultaneously with each corresponding lesson of the textbook.

In the textbook, additional Notes on Language Usage refer to the points explained in the grammar
book, and indicate the lessons in which they can be found. In the grammar book, we also provide sample
sentences selected from the textbook using the grammar points introduced in each chapter.

For more about supplements to this volume, please see the page on accompanying materials.

! “Standards for Foreign Language Learning: Preparing for the 21st Century” was first published by ACTFL in 1996. The third
edition is now available and can be downloaded from the ACTFL website: http://www.actfl.org/files/public/StandardsforFL-
Lexecsumm_rev.pdf

Preface
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Volume 2 Also Features:

1. A greater number of character handwriting exercises.

Starting with Lesson 11, there are 10 characters for handwriting, instead of 5 to 8 as in Volume 1. This
number is increased by one in each subsequent lesson. In Lesson 20, students are required to hand-
write 20 characters, totaling 277 characters required for handwriting mastery in this volume. These
characters have been selected from the most frequently used words in the texts. In the Exercises for
Computing and Learning Characters, there is a unique exercise that asks students to use these single-
character words to create compound words, which helps students to extend their range of vocabu-

lary.

2. Reduction of pinyin.

In Volume 1, we took into account the importance of pinyin for beginning learners by providing pinyin
texts for each reading, as well as for all headings and example sentences, to help students improve their
pronunciation. But pinyin is not Chinese, and students need to quickly abandon their reliance on pinyin
and ultimately use only characters. Thus, in Volume 2, we provide only Chinese character texts, and do
not provide pinyin in the headings or example sentences. However, we have included pinyin for new

vocabulary words that appear in the exercises and examples.

3. Less English and more language notes in Chinese.

In order to help students more quickly transition to reading Chinese characters, we use somewhat less
English in Volume 2. In the Volume 1 exercises, we provided both English and Chinese for the first sec-
tion of text-based questions. In Volume 2, we provide questions in Chinese only. In addition, the Vol-
ume 2 Notes on Language Usage include some explanations in Chinese, to allow students to deepen
their comprehension through Chinese explanations and usage, and prepare them for the advanced

language of Volume 3.

4. A greater number of vocabulary words glossed for the reading texts.

We believe that greater exposure to new vocabulary is the key to learning Chinese at a faster pace.
Thus, because the dialogues and supplementary reading texts in Volume 2 gloss more vocabulary and
introduce more proper nouns, we have placed an asterisk in front of words that are particularly useful
or relevant to the subject of the reading text. These function as the key words of each reading passage.
Teachers may require their students to learn these words before learning the others, and should focus

on assessing students” knowledge of these starred words.
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5. Supplementary reading exercises.

Reading in Chinese is a proven way for students to obtain a larger vocabulary, and is necessary for
improving their reading and speaking abilities in Chinese. Starting in Volume 1, each lesson has a
reading comprehension section, with two types of reading exercises: controlled vocabulary and open
vocabulary. In Volume 2, we continue to provide these different exercises for reading comprehension,
and the reading texts are longer and more sophisticated in content as well as structure. The controlled
vocabulary exercises are topically related to the reading texts, and also include vocabulary lists, while
the open reading exercises do not have vocabulary lists, and require students to look up words in a
dictionary or to try and surmise the meaning of words from context. We have included the latter
supplementary readings on the Chinese for Tomorrow companion website (my.cheng-tsui.com/cft),

and students may download these and use an online dictionary to read them.

Chinese for Tomorrow Sets a New Standard

After completing Volume 2, students should be prepared to begin advanced Chinese language studies
in their third year of university-level study. We expect to see CC students advancing even faster, ac-
quiring even stronger communication skills and the ability to more effectively utilize their knowledge

and skills in the target language and culture.

References

fpde. 2003. £ B K F AR FrAR R 8 % & . Journal of the Chinese Language Teachers Asso-
ciation, October.

Xu, Ping and Theresa Jen. 2005. ‘Penless’ Chinese Language Learning: A Computer-Assisted Approch. Journal of the Chinese
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Ho ARMAF LR HFABCEFRLIMNE - AT IV ERAGER » HF R XH
DTSRI FABRATERAGRGEZXR TR > RICZ I 5 55 S B RALE M T £
(my.cheng-tsui.com/cft) * % & T # 5 7T UL A W 4 2% F 3 [ 0% o
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ACCOMPANYING MATERIALS

In addition to this textbook, the Chinese for Tomorrow series includes a teacher’s manual, a companion
grammar book, and online resources.

The teacher’s manual is an important resource for teaching. It presents sample syllabi, extra
classroom activities, sample quizzes and tests, and answer keys to the exercises in the textbook.

The grammar book provides a systematic explanation of the basic grammatical principles of
Mandarin Chinese, and should be taught concurrently with the textbook.

Throughout this textbook, you will see an audio CD icon: . Audio CD icons indicate the presence
of audio recordings, which are available as free downloadable audio files. Please visit the companion
web site at my.cheng-tsui.com/cft for these and more Chinese for Tomorrow online resources, which
include

1) audio files for the vocabulary lists, texts, and listening and speaking exercises,

2) supplementary reading exercises,

3) flashcards for all the vocabulary words in the word lists, and

4) links to other web sites with information and tools for students using the Computer Chinese
method.

The electronic versions of the reading comprehension exercises allow students to use an online
dictionary to help them read and understand the stories, and the flashcards are a great way for students to

reinforce their recognition of Chinese characters at home, on the bus or train, or wherever they may be.

Accompanying Materials
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A New Semester

» Objectives:

I. To discuss the courses youd like to take this semester

2. To register for a new semester of classes
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DIALOGUE 1
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&2 %R

» How to Select a Course b EEAE XA EBRIFFRR
WAy K ?

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

New Words

About the % 7%]: Words marked with an asterisk should be studied first. At the end of each lesson, these starred
new words and expressions should be reviewed before moving on to the next lesson.

Chinese Pinyin g;;teslf English
sl | 377 ’—’5’—" kaixué \ school opens; term begins
*2. Ki‘i% xudnke VO select a course
:‘{i xuan Vv select; choose; elect
*3. VX |°] AR méiwenti CE no problem
4. 7R F2 & kéchéngbido N course schedule
TR FZ kechéng N course
*5. //\ Xi N department (in a college)
*6. —‘1;- NIZ zhuanye N major; special field of study; special subject; discipline
7. ¥ ’fl% zhuxia V/N major; specialize (in a subject)
¥ zht Adj main; primary
{lé} xia \ repair; study; compile
8. é}i ;‘% jingji N economy; economics
9. b ’fl% TR Dbixitke N required course

2 LESSON 11 » A New Semester
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10. %}1 ,'i’ guiding \ stipulate; set; formulate

=
=

*11. ./h:_ ]T‘:] gongtéong  Adj common; together; jointly =
c

*12. ﬁ x youguan Ad having something to do with; relating to 2

*13. %]3 53\ bufen N part; section; share

14. Z]& bén N one's own; this; present
*15. 3@{@} xuanxit \ take as an elective course
16. 7]:2‘ AR héxin N nucleus; core

*17. th -ﬁ‘n bird \Y for example; for instance; such as

*18. 57]‘ 12 waiytl N foreign language

*19. .ﬁ- SR yaoqiu Vv ask; demand; require; claim

*20. r%’»_" ;ﬁ}% Xuéqi N school term; term; semester

*21. ;%‘ },’_E gingcht Adj clear; understandable

*22. JE AR zhuce \Y register

“25| = ]ﬂ] shangwang VO surf the Internet

24. 2L % &b jigowuchu N Registrar's Office

%’( % jlaowu N educational administration
ﬁh chut N place; department; office
*25. ;}# B paidui VO form a line; line up; queue up

arrange; put in order; row; line

*
N,
—
=]
=
<

26. jfﬁi man A full; filled; packed; reach the limit

27. ﬁ }ﬁ‘ chongxin  Ad again; anew; afresh

LESSON 11 » A New Semester 3
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Z % REHik o
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FREF R AR FZRFALZAKKXER o
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wh ARK I E H EF R BLR o
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ERGEM 0 F— B R EHGSRAPER o A 8y EHEAR
HMEMFRART  REHFZHE

FH o B | REFERE 0 A RABFIHAR o
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Notes on Language Usage

About this section:

=
>
=
o
@
c
m
-

(1) While this section includes some grammatical explanations, it is primarily intended to provide the cultural, social,
and linguistic background necessary to understand and appreciate the texts. For more complete and systematic
explanations of grammar, please see the companion grammar book.

(2) ltems marked with an asterisk are those that students must master before moving on to the next lesson.

*1. Il‘#\oooooo T
This phrase can be used to indicate imminent action. Similar phrases are % AR 7 and

For example:

BF AT R o

It's going to rain, let's go home.

ARZEET » KINEAARL -

He is going home tomorrow, so let’s go see him.

(For detalils, please see Grammar Book [, Lesson 7.)

*2, H¢

-/ﬁ;- ';l-: is an adverb, meaning “actually” or “in fact.” It is used before a subject or verb.

For example:

EEEIHRED  RITHRATT o

Actually, getting to the airport is very easy. You can take a taxi.

X AEARME ERARRERES ST o

Chinese seems very hard, but in fact, using a computer makes the learning much easier.

3. if’% and :';rl-‘.‘_l.k

Very often, you may find that Taiwan and Mainland China use different words to refer to the same thing or

event. . f'% is one example. ¥ {'% is used in Taiwan to mean “college major” as a verb, while :&t Ak
(zhuan ye) is used in Mainland China to mean “college major” as a noun.

LESSON 11 » A New Semester D
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For example:

REPLEKRZEIHEF (4£3)

My brother majors in economics at college.

REDPAERFHELREZF o (KH)

My brother’s major at college is economics.

-
w
=
o
o
-
<
a

*4, thfe

kb ‘ﬁ\? is an adverb, used to introduce a concrete example for illustrative purposes.

For example:

2 AR LT HE o thie A B A B 2 3 AR o

There are many good ways to study Chinese. For example, using a computer as a study aid is a
very good way.

BB BB E AR RAT IR 0 bbb Sk 5 gk o

One does not feel well when one has a cold. For instance, one may have a headache and cough.

FEe
*5. F— &
75: — J_ is an adverb, meaning “not necessary.

For example:

BRAFHREFEH A -5 KRERK o

[ am not in a hurry to use this dictionary, so you don't have to return it to me today.
WA KRB — 4P o
Things that look good do not necessarily taste good.
48
*6. 1+

A= i1 « 1x: L »
Here, 4<f is used as an auxiliary verb. It reads as “déi,” meaning “have to do, must, should.

For example:

B+e7  ZFELRET o

It's almost 10:00. I have to go to class.

6 LESSON 11 » A New Semester
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FOEM > MAFRRFR

To register, you must pay tuition first.

(For details, please see Grammar Book I, Lesson 7.)

=
>
=
o
@
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7. &

«ﬁ- here means “then” and functions the same as ;7\ N }é‘ in a sequence of actions. It can be used
alone or after ?\}5\ }";‘ )

For example:

" T IRA A o

Eat dinner, then leave.

FRMI R L =Mk AR LAF BT o

To get to the airport, first you take the subway three stops, then change to the bus, and there
you are.

P X BRI FE ?

LESSON 11 » A New Semester 7
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DIALOGUE 2
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» What Happened to the Classes DB Ak HET MR
| Registered For? & o

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

4 ]

New Words

Chinese Pinyin  Part of Speech English

1. ﬂ $ chashi VO meet with a mishap; have an accident
*2. Z'J bié Ad don’t; leave; other; another; different
*3. ) hui M (measure word for )

4. W FE & xmlixué N psychology
B Z ﬁ_ mingdan N name list
*6. g H. érqié Conj in addition; moreover
*T. }5)1‘ ﬁ suoyou A all; own; possess

8. M5 difang N place; local
*9. 5‘6 jiao \ hand over; pay

*10. %1 g;* xuéfei N tuition fee; tuition
g’ fei N fee; dues; expenses; charge
11. % %; midnfei VO free of charge; free; gratis
)4’['4 mian Vv dismiss; relieve; remove
12. 1’|— %f. wltcan N lunch; luncheon

8 LESSON 11 » A New Semester
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13. Hx ‘;ﬂj quxiao Vv cancel; call off; remove

g
*14. ,/Er 2. Jp zénmeban CE What to do? ;
c
*15. mj' % ﬁt caiwuchu N Bursar’s office E
mj’ % cdiwu N financial affairs
16. ,il-i ',L% ganjin Ad hurry up; lose no time; hasten
*17. }'ﬁ I & % dongyayanjia N East Asian Studies
}'ﬁ dong N east; host
NIZ ya N (short for Asia)
5}} j'f-(‘:: yanjia N study; research
18. #} & shehuixué N sociology
+ /i\ shéhui N society
*19. Jh 9‘; lishi N history; past records

7 oAk HET o BRAF K
AR Bla o EREREL(D)EF -
75 .

SREFLECHEZR TRAKE R > KV 2
FPRAELELE s MAAT]RACLEHT o

¥ Ak RN RATVR 2 —A AL W EEM Ay 2 AR5 891R7R 2

FH ETTREN—F » KA EMGRBEAT o

Ak AR—F R 2T BFEAT on8 o 1T » R Z
% TG
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- I E FRAETILR T ©

AR AR A IX Lo KR TFEARTHFE - AA FZARELIK
PR E R s B LR A ARG GG IRARECH T o
FF MELD?RARERTHT G ?

Ak BRFZ o BN FREZ T RT » AeBREIEMN o

FH o BRAK K - AAwHEFREELNS?

AR R FEFERGEE > AGAEAEALHAR - BREF
A EHEF o TR TTAEH ~ B X AE
BAERE L o mRIRBERCIES » TEHAE o

S oA ZHT o <«

55 M RER

Notes on Language Usage

1. 3F7

This phrase is used when something is wrong, or an accident happens.

For example:

B2 ET o E2B AT ER?

What happened? Even now, he’s still not here.

ﬁ éIJ $ }:B $ T o #E&»Li}@% (paomao; break down [of vehicles]) T o

There was a problem with my car — it broke down on our way.

2. ©

We learned 1] as a verb (meaning “return’) in Volume 1, Lesson 7. But [@] can also be used as a
measure word for “things” (instead of 'filr-) or “trip” (instead of :)’().

For example:

BERREE2A(D)BE? WAEARXT > FWMEFD R o

What's the matter? Susan will not return home, even after she purchased an airline ticket.

LESSON 11 » A New Semester
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PRATTLEG = & ZF o

You're talking about two different things.

K Fit—®mILE o

I have been to Beijing once.

KR ERERAEL — @K o

Xiaomei Zhang went to the school hospital to see the doctor once.

=
>
=
o
@
c
m
no

(For details, please see Grammar Book II, Lesson 11.)

*3. m H

i H isa conjunction, meaning “in addition” or “moreover.”

For example:

RINR—2FEHRLK > mBAGEALFNA R o

I have some Chinese friends; moreover, some of them are my good friends.

fﬁé?iﬁ:é’]ﬂﬂi FRETHPX > MAFFH T XAET

I learned how to type Chinese in Chinese class. I also often compose emails in Chinese.

(For details, please see Grammar Book I, Lesson 9.)

*q. 28

Here, = ’%"Eﬂ means ‘not likely” or “it can't be like that,” to show that the speaker does not believe
what happened.

AT THEEIR EFILRT o
BARSv s R EFITRAERMAAT o

A: T heard that Professor Wang went to Beijing.

B: It can't be true. I saw him this morning.

SRTHE AFREE -

It's raining today. It's unlikely that many people will show up.

LESSON 11 » A New Semester 171
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5.3t 7

We learned Xﬂ' in Volume 1, Lesson 4. Xf]' means “correct, right.” Here this phrase is used to call at-
tention to a suddenly remembered detail.

For example:

%?%E%ﬂﬁ%o@’ﬁT » A KB BB ILE ? B
i)

Let's go eat. Oh, (right,) when is the movie tonight? Don't be late.

ST o NETFREAR  ARF AL o

Oh yes, Xiao Wang came to see you this afternoon, but you were not in.

]“;J #lﬁ 79 le ﬁ: ﬁ}b ° (That's where the problem is.)

There are different ways to use ﬂ ]‘5J 7‘@ which is similar to H:’, f? referring to a mishap, or some-
thing wrong. In this sentence, ]\ﬂ ra@ is moved to the beginning of the sentence to make a topic-com-

ment sentence.

For example:

ROGERPIAAT » ¥R L4 T

My car had some problems and it broke down on our way.

FIARGEET » kAR -

The mishap has already happened, so there’s no use in talking about it.

7. RTRARFGFR
e ?ﬁ‘ )@ fi élj ﬁr means “there is no free lunch in this world.”
J( ’F indicates “the world.”

For example:

X T XX (tidnxia wushuang, none such under heaven; unparalleled in the world)
x 'F %‘ ]EH (tianxia qiwén, the most absurd thing in the world, a most fantastic tale)

X T ﬁg %L% — 7‘%‘5"( ,f!i (tianxia waya yiban héi, all crows are black; evil people are bad the
world over)

*8. A K
ﬁ ',L% is an adverb, meaning “lose no time; hasten.”

LESSON 11 » A New Semester
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For example:

AARE S BRRMAKT o

Let's hurry up, otherwise the plane will take off.

BAAESEZE > B THERHT -

We should hurry to get our tickets. If we're late, we won't get them.

=
>
-
(@)
@
c
m
no

~ N2 -
* ]~ % ~F ~ A (3E)
These are all measure words for class-related nouns. ]] is a measure word for a course.

For example:

REREET 2T R - AATTREAFRKER o
This semester I selected five courses. There are two that [ don't really like.

-
TV is a measure word for a class period. It can be used for a section, segment, or length, and also a
period of time.

For example:

AR REFAILTR?
BAHZF o

A: How many classes do you have this morning?

B: Three.

]2,
'_’é_” is a measure word for a class period.

For example:
RSRETAZR -
I had two classes today.

Note: When 41‘5‘ and 'J_f are used as measure words for a period of class, they are interchangeable.

/l\ is a measure word for a }j{, a group of people who take class together.

For example:

RAVFRA BADE o
There are five classes in our grade.
ﬁf]] Iz élj IC:'] ':3—'” ?ﬁ B—‘F— (pang, fat) 7%‘ /[g"{ (shou, thin; skinny) 2 %‘ ;:“\33 7%- 4§ °

Some of the students in my class are fat and some are thin; some are tall and some are short.

LESSON 11 » A New Semester ‘13
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New Words

Chinese Pinyin Part of Speech English

*1. 7}?{%}% géenju Prep on the basis of; according to
*2. ')L‘ %1: bixi Ad must; have to
3. fFF- shiyie N world
*4. Y4B wénhua N civilization; culture
B ﬁ- A< bingbu  Ad not at all; emphatically not
6. }\{ —% jinliang Ad to the best of one’s ability; as far as possible
. '_?i’ AL xuéwei N academic degree; degree
8. @ ,}% baokuo V include; consist of; comprise
*9. Ei'é Nl biye V/N graduate; finish school; graduation

TR X
Text

[ .
Ll gl g

BAE I E A A B o CEA R E A BRARIBRA A
HEwERhir S LR AT UM L AT &5
LB RS EM - A2 E > RF3A —RI_F%F ik
i o W RRAAEL  TURG —ERFAYERE 4o
FBEE s RERACE LAE R R > e shBfe 5 AL
£GP R A RR— A —H o T B %
AR URE LR > A BRI R o A
HERLALE B 0 BRI 8 T K R R A s
AR s T LT -

<<4
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Notes on Language Usage

*q, — &%

- 7‘%‘5”{ here means “generally” or “generally speaking.”

For example:

EBE A FE ERE o

He generally does not come to school on Fridays.

o A R R L -

Generally speaking, first-year students do not need to select their majors.

But — H;ni can also mean “same” or “similar.” For instance, in the example above, we have the old
saying X ¢F —% Bf,% — 7‘%’( ,f!i (tianxia waya yiban héi). — ﬁfyt; means "the same" here: All the
crows have the same black color.

Another example:

RIR AT M o

I'm as tall as my older brother.

*2 R=

R = . A ! »
N is an adverb, meaning “to try one's best.

For example:

HKARREF AR o

I will try to come early tomorrow.

WREZ V8 » LS o

Try your best to say less and do more.

» English Translations of the Texts

Dialogue 1

Fang Huang: Green, school is starting soon, and I haven't selected my courses yet. Can you
please help me?

LESSON 11 » A New Semester ‘19
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Green: No problem. You haven't chosen courses before?

Fang Huang: In China, I have. The courses there are all offered by the department, there aren't
that many, and they're easy to choose.

Green: Actually, here you also need to consider the department and your major. What's
your major?

Fang Huang: Is “major” the same thing as “specialty”? I want to major in economics.

Green: Then you need to know which are the required courses for an economics major and
which are the general education courses required by the school. Then you can go to
the course schedule and look for these courses.

Fang Huang: What are major courses and general education courses?

Green: Every major has certain courses required for that major and which you need to
take, and these are called major courses. Besides your major courses there are elec-
tives, which are the courses that you yourself would like to take. General education
courses are the courses that the school requires every student to take before they
graduate. Some schools call these core courses. For example, our school requires
you to take four semesters of foreign language. You need to first choose your gen-
eral education courses.

Fang Huang: Then I'll go to the department first and ask for clarification before selecting my
courses.
Green: After you decide which courses to take, you can register by phone or on the Internet;

you don’t need to go to the Registrar’s office and wait in line. Sometimes the course
you want to take will be full, and you'll need to choose again.

Fang Huang: Okay, thanks! I'll go to the department first. If I have questions, I'll ask you again.

Green: Don't worry about it. See you later.

Fang Huang: Hey, Green, something’s happened. Please help me.
Green: Don't worry. Tell me what happened.
Fang Huang: Today I went to my psychology class, but the professor said that my name was not

on the class list, and also that the class was already full.

Green: That can't be! Didn't we register online together? How about your other classes?

Fang Huang: After class, I checked online and all the classes I registered for are gone.

Green: There must have been a problem somewhere. Oh, I know — did you pay your tu-
ition?

Fang Huang: [ was going to ask you where I do that.

Green: That's where the problem is. There’s no free lunch in this world. Because the school

didn’t receive your tuition, they deleted all the classes you registered for online.

Fang Huang: Now what do I do? Won't I be able to take classes?

16 LESSON 11 » A New Semester
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Green: No problem. First go to the Bursar’s office and pay your tuition; then register again.
Fang Huang: Okay, I'd better hurry. What about psychology?

Green: First have a look at the time, then check out classes in the East Asian studies,
sociology, or history departments. First take an elective that isn't yet full and fits into
your schedule. If you still want to take psychology, you can take it next semester.

Fang Huang: Okay, that's what I'll do. Thank you so much.

Reading

Students must register every semester. When they register, students must first choose their courses based
on the course schedule and their own needs, and then they can register by phone or online, or they can go
to the Registrar’s office. In the U.S,, college students generally choose a major in their sophomore year. If
they don't yet have a major, they can take a year of general education courses, like English composition or
other general education courses required by the school, such as a foreign language or world cultures. But
each school’s general education requirements are not exactly the same. After choosing a major, students
must do their best to take the courses required by their major, and they can sometimes also take electives.
When students complete the credits required to earn a degree, including all the general education courses
required by the school and all their major courses, then they can graduate.

m
X
m
0
o
(7))
m
(7))

T4 5
» Exercises for Listening and Speaking

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

- 7'%3 }53"(‘ Xj' ‘i% © (1. Work in pairs to complete the dialogue.)
A: Xia le jingji ke women shang wang zhliceé xia xuéqt de ke ba.

B:

A: Ni hai you ji mén ke jiu xit wan le?

B:

A: Ni bixit ke dou shang wén le ma?

B:

LESSON 11 » A New Semester ‘17
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A: Wo bixit ke hdi cha yi mén, shéng xia dou shi xudnxit ke le, Bugud wo hui xuan yi mén Zhongwén
ke, shangye hanyu jiang lai gongzuo yong de shang.

B:

A: Tai hao le, zheyang women you shi tongxué le. Xiake dao wo sushe ldi, women y1 qi xuan ke.

B:

- > ST . .
— N ")1‘ Xj' 15 , H] %\ ]\5] i@ © (2. Listen to the conversation and answer the
questions.)

1. What courses did B take last year?

2. What are A’s major and minor?

3. How many courses does an Economics major require?

4. What types of courses does an East Asian Studies major require?

=» 5'@ % XT i% ’ 15?\"\ )\% IHJ A—4 Eﬂ iﬁ © (3. Listen to the following conversa-
tion without looking at the book, and then read it aloud in pairs, first by following the
pinyin, then by following the characters.)

Jia: Ni xuan hdo ké le ma?
Yi: Xudn hdo le, jintian shang wi zai wang shang xuan de.
Jia: Zaiwang shang xuanke, niké yao ji zhui jiao xuéfei. Qunian wo jiao xuéfei wan le, sudyou zhuice de

ke dou méi le.

Yi: Na ni zénme ban, bushi shang bu lido ke le.
Jia W6 ganjin jido hdao xuéfei, zai chéngxin zhuce. you de wo xihuan de ke rén man le, méi
shang chéng.
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Yi. Na ké zhén mafan. W6 chi le wifan jit ganjin ba xuéfei jiao le.

Jia: Rugud ni you daikuan huo jidngxuéjin shénme de, ni yao chdcha shi bu shi dao le.
Yi. Ni shu6 de hén dui, wo jintian xiawa jitt qu ban.

Jia Ni qu chi wafan ma”? Women yigi qu ba.

Yi: Hao, women zou.

P AREF R T G 0

P EAFT o AREFAM LiEEY o

D £ M B R o 11\7—3‘161'15\‘('% o KFREFTRBHT o
BT A SEAT 65 1R AR R

?WWEZﬁ’$%L17ﬁ7%7

P BATRRTFFER BEHEM - AN REZRYGBEAH
T oo B o

AR A o R T A RMAT R FERRT o

tde RAR “%X%W HA% WEEEATFAET

: w‘“éﬁf&XT é&%>ﬂi1¢4‘&té%i%c

: "L ? RAT— ALK o

: ﬁ% ’ %‘dni 0

m
X
m
0
o
(7))
m
(7))

csE0-E0 80 #S0-8

W ~ A & & JE (4. Role Play)

1. A: You are a junior at college. You met a freshman who just came from abroad. He/she needs help
with selecting courses. You help him/her to register online and explain to him/her how to select
courses.

B: You are a freshman who just came from China. You don’t know how to select courses and register.
You ask a junior to show you and explain how to decide courses to take and how to register online.

2. A: You are a staff member working at the Registrar’s office. A student comes to ask why all the cours-
es that he/she selected and registered for online are not available to him/her. What should he/she
do now to register?

B: You are a college student who just found that all the courses you registered for online disap-
peared from the computer system. You are scared and do not know what to do. You are now at the
Registrar’s office to find out the reason and how you can remedy the situation.
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N > G )
» Exercises for Computing and Learning Characters

- > 7\X ? é,ij—\ %] (1. character Typing Practice)

A é}] ‘ié;‘i‘ia © (A. Translate the following phrases from English to Chinese, and then type
them up.)

[u—

. course schedule
2. required courses
3. common courses

4. selective courses

[7p)
w
e
(&}
o
w
X
w

5. foreign language requirement
6. to register online

7. school registrar

8. to stand in line

9. Bursar's office

10. East Asian Studies

B 3TH FTWE& € F o B Type the following Chinese sentences)
L HHRIEA LR A FRAART B o
THREFESGEL -

A N e T - E I

WS R AR B TLEREGIR o

PRz E T ARG T 2L E R EM o
WHEFIROLEHT o

XKTARAAREBYTE o

ABEE 24 BB _F%FHEFL o
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-—

= ~ B B EFEY I o (2. Circle the correct character to fill in the blanks.)

—_

HRFFT BT ERERA (e~ m o~ E)RR o
AFEGRE R (kSRS R B)ERRZ IR
AR A R el LR (T -F R~ F)
£ R &g LA5R o T

HERAERE (BTN F L B) EREMR
.%Q%%%ﬁ¢7¢iﬁﬁm%_3%\%\ﬁ\£~%)
2| 1 o

w N

(G2 BTN

N2 THEAFLEE > RERENI DT EITE R (3 study the

m
following words and expressions, then type them up in the categories provided.) E
0
(7))
o~ FH s F 0~ B~ R s PR~ ER s dTdqE ~ 4R 3
A~ 2 @5 > AR gFR - HFAR - R M
FRSHFR Sk I S BHFE S SIEF S KRR
AN R I & AR (I &=
Categories:
1. Registration-related 2. Course Names 3. Departments 4. School Offices

A% j]'ﬁ’fk"—‘\?-)’iié(] Ié] "/l\’r%%é(]'i‘ﬂ, ﬁ%%‘ﬁ% ° (4. Type out charac-

ters that you know share the same radicals — the more, the better.)

Radical |Pinyin oNF ;Itlll*)oel:es Meaning
L | A / /{ rén 2 man
2. 1)L ér 2 son; legs
3. | X you 2 right hand
4. | K da 3 adult; big
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[7p)
w
e
(&}
o
w
X
w

22
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roof

5. |P-» |mié1n |3

walk; go

chuo | 3

A~ '33-"-” _’_t ? E] ’igj ﬂ: 3})} % ?ﬁ\ 5] (5. Character and Vocabulary Building Exercises)

Study the following characters selected from this lesson’s new vocabulary, and complete the following

exercises:

1. Copy each character by hand using the character writing demonstration sheet.

2. For each character marked with an asterisk, find the compounds in which that character is used in

the text, and write those compound words next to the characters.

3. With the assistance of a dictionary, write down three more compounds in which these single-char-

acter words appear.

4. For each character marked with an asterisk, first make a compound word by combining it with other
characters, then develop it into a sentence by adding more phrases of different functions. Try to make

the sentence as long as you can, following the example below.

FrOFT X Z2 BT A KT ®w & K

For example:

,?*
2 Pk 5%

F ok EH %

BB RXFEHRTEE o

¥etkAn TN EHFRARFEIP B o

¥ tiFo TN B RAR K FARIRE IR Z IR B 5 o
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Character Writing Demonstration Sheet s+—®% &%

Pinyin Strokes Structure English Radical Traditional Form

kai 4 —‘F @ open . Bﬁ

m

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- b3

m

Pinyin Strokes Structure English Radical Traditional Form 3

7]

xué 8 ET study; learn ¥ %3‘ 4
Pinyin Strokes Structure English Radical = Traditional Form

zhu 5 zﬁ ’fj,‘ host; owner; master N i
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- Pinyin = Strokes = Structure English Radical Traditional Form

jing 8 j_f_ t pass through; undergo; through 2 &
(/2]
w
4
o
o
[ITl = e e e 00 0000060000000 060 0/0060060000 60060000006 00006000006000060000000060000000000000000 0
X
XL Y S Y A TNV £ B THY O R
Pinyin Strokes Structure English Radical Traditional Form

tong 6 -4’: @ E] same | ]’é]

Pinyin Strokes = Structure English Radical Traditional Form

bén 5 b 1’4‘ foundation; origin; basis 7]i Zr\
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Pinyin Strokes Structure English Radical Traditional Form

Xin 13 7’_1:_ ﬁ new; fresh ﬁ' %ﬁ'

m
x
m
o
0
............................................................................ o
............................................................................ m
(7))
Pinyin Strokes Structure English Radical Traditional Form
hui 6 2t B return; go back |} 2]
Pinyin Strokes = Structure English Radical Traditional Form
ming 6 E T name; given name; fame | Z
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Pinyin Strokes Structure English Radical Traditional Form -

dong 5 b 'ﬂ‘ east 7}'\ i

[7p)
w
e
(&}
o
w
X
w
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TR X 4k
» Exercises for Understanding the Texts

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

- > 7]: E‘%E ’i% i =) %’{ ]"] ia@ © (1. Answer the questions orally based on the text.)

375 (—)
L%ﬁ%%%ﬂﬁﬁﬁ/?%%ﬁz%%ﬁ%%ﬁ?
2 YA RHLAEBR>ETBESHL?

5. “fERT 0 THAERT o "RRRT ARFL2ER
o EETQFRAILAPEMEG T & 2

5. R ERT RMATAE 2

m
X
m
0
o
(7))
m
(7))

2t & (=)

1 mH AN A XAFHERMARAF A e ?

2. WA 2 BCH T F 7 A Ag R 2

3, MR RMAEL8G 2

w BRI FRUERELCERZFET G 2 442 °
5. HEBALE AT ?

—~okt < J0 )53'(‘ T ;‘J \47 F o (2. Complete the sentences orally.)

L. ‘H’\- er r\:j’:’ T ’ (everybody is busy choosing courses to register for).

2. ’:%-‘ Vil iﬁ— ’-?3 % 7,%( (as his major).

3. 7]‘5 7}* —'é';— ‘i):f é-ja:‘ 7‘7‘ (to find the required classes in the school course schedule).

4, ’\-’j’:’ 7]@&{(}6 ;,% 7 JE M élj i%%’ﬁ HX‘;)%)' T o (because he did not pay his
tuition).

5. ':%" 7 E— % §’] mj' % ﬁhz‘}E’, ’—?’—’ ‘j;r!lf’ 3‘1 T (before he can register again).
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[7p)
w
e
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o
w
X
w
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Rg K E BIE

~ ¥ or 4~ and then read each

Z~RE#R -]~~~ ~A~EZE
(3. Fill in the blanks with the measure words /'] ~ %
sentence aloud.)

LA MARETR O FIR A HmBR
%ﬁk g RBRL » BRAAA=Z @ Ko

AAEZERRT » SR EFGA QIEZRICH T
¥hfFZraR— P EPXRo

5. %ELMJ—_%W WFLTEERT > AT EHLA
5

s~ W

|2A% R 'f’IF X (4. Composition)

Use a computer to compose an article (10 sentences minimum) about your experiences of registering
for a new semester. Make sure to use the words and discourse connectors listed below.

o Ao RARHE) BT R e R

£~ é]a ’i% (5. Translation)

Translate the following sentences orally in class. Then type your translations in Chinese using the
words and phrases provided.

1. How time flies! This semester will end soon. ( :H& ------ T )

2. In fact, Chinese is not very difficult to learn. ( _/’é;. ';L: )

3. Chinese is not necessarily the most difficult language. ( K= ,"i’ )
4.It's getting dark now, I have to go home right away. ( ,f% )

5. A: Green is not here yet, he must be sick. B: That can’t be true! I saw him playing basketball a mo-
ment ago. ( R &9,

6. Oh, I forgot to tell you. Green is going to take part in a basketball game this afternoon. ( X{]’ T )
7. The psychology class is about to begin, we'd better hurry up. ( ﬁ 'I%L )

8. Generally speaking, college students in the U.S. do not have to choose a major until their second
year. ( — -ﬂ’y‘;)
9. Please try to come to school as early as possible tomorrow. ( }{ )

10. College students generally have to take core courses such as English writing, foreign language,
and US. history. ( Lh 4o )
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#h AT B 132 45 3
» Supplementary Reading Exercises

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Controlled Vocabulary

Read the following passage and then answer the questions in either Chinese or English.

Chinese Pinyin Part of Speech  English
1. ‘ia %‘ jizhé N reporter
STy . gather material; have an interview with; press
2. R %] caifang V/N nterview -
m
o> o _ o)
3. 3tk o shuxi Adj be familiar with 2
A IRANN 7))
»
4. E & ziyou N/Adj freedom; free
5 ;Ej_ ?ﬁ ztinzhong \ respect
6. 3% i&z xingqu N interest
7. i 47 aihao N interest; hobby
8. & v shiying \Y suit; adapt
9. %77 7}%’ b, dudyanghua V/Adj diversify; diversified
10. ¥f 35 huénjing N environment

<</ FARBREFE >R G
4‘%&1&%‘&23‘571‘ EY3AALEFIAEYRG H
foo EANA LB RZHRBRONARELZRE - BFF 4
ﬁﬁm”ifﬁ%ﬂ AERRFRIEEGEWLLRK Fy
GERAWYSHEFRTF R0 —EIEARFENGHY -
tbﬁv“ﬁl‘%iﬁ‘%@%ﬁ > ARAE IR T LUBE — Bk 0 A 4 BHE R AT R
By ﬁﬁﬁﬁi%?%ﬁﬁ&ﬁ@## AAR > ALH
FAFARKIEZN EBXFfLIR G & %L F 3 IRE o
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Questions

1. ﬁ%(pién,measureword)#ﬁ-jci%i#é(] ia’i’ﬂ—z« ?

SEFAEELBREY 2 HEFARERERE

£ EPNE O EZ S5

cSPEFAGXABPRE S EFEELRREY
VE 12 A

2 ARG PHRETZ

o KB AR b A fE P EE A
chE gL CONEARA G A

i s TEHH—EFLLEREYHES

% a ARt E A b B F A 8L AR AT
c % H1t d B & E bz K

s TEHR-FFAEFAFRELEBRFF I MG RA
SPEFA B A FEGKRFE

wAh AR BEE  HHART bR A A LRK

WA g i
c EAEMEE LA T RE A FRLAHLRBERT
tH 2 72
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Chinese Customs and Culture

Tang shi
JB 15

» Tang Dynasty Poetry

The Tang Dynasty

The Tang Dynasty is considered by most historians to be one of the great golden ages in Chinese
history. The dynasty lasted from 618 to 917 CE and saw some of the greatest achievements in art and
technology in the history of the world. While Chinese historians and scholars tend to emphasize the
essentially “Chinese” nature of the period, the Tang is one of the most cosmopolitan eras in Chinese
history, when China’s global connections across the Asian continent were at their height, when the Silk
Road flourished and the Chinese upper classes became fascinated with exotic products imported from
foreign lands.

For most Chinese, of course, the Tang Dynasty is synonymous with poetry. From their earliest years,
Chinese children are taught to memorize and appreciate Tang poetry, and the subject is an important
subject in the Chinese literature courses taught in schools and tested on national examinations. The po-
etry of the Tang has been so profoundly influential in the history of East Asian literature that Japanese
and Korean students are also still taught to memorize and appreciate this part of China’s culture legacy
in schools and at home. In the twentieth century, the great Tang poets began to carve out a place for
themselves in world literature, particularly through the translations of Ezra Pound, Arthur Waley, and
Burton Watson.

The Role of the Poet

Throughout Chinese intellectual and cultural history, the twin strands of Confucianism (f& %, Rixué)
and Daoism (i& #%, Daojiao) have been of supreme importance. Confucianism is a philosophy of social
engagement and achievement that emphasizes the responsibility of the individual within society and
the duty of each person to play their prescribed role. In ancient China, the highest goal of the Confu-
cian was to become a scholar and gain appointment as a high government official, serving the nation.
Confucianism emphasizes submission and obedience to authority, with a strong work ethic and an ideal
of mutual respect and trust.

Daoism is by necessity the complement of Confucianism. Utter devotion to social duty and subjuga-
tion of individual desires would take a high toll on anyone’s psyche. So it is only natural that a philoso-
phy emphasizing mysticism, harmony with the natural world, and the search for quiet solitude should
develop within Chinese civilization. Daoism filled this need and validated the individual’'s need to seek
freedom from the social obligations of the Confucian world.

During the early periods of the development of these two traditions (around the fifth century before
the Common Era), they emerged as bitter rivals for powerful patronage, but in time, Chinese tradition
embraced them both as complementary approaches to living. The ideal became one of social engage-
ment in one’s early life and middle age, followed by a retirement into the countryside to embrace
a more harmonious, natural, and individualistic existence. Indeed, the greatest poets of the Tang all
follow this pattern — most were government officials who retired to a life of hermetic solitude, contem-
plation, and enjoyment of nature.

While there are many Tang poets of note, the two who stand out and are known to everyone in
China and beyond are Li Bai and Du Fu.
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Li Bai
Li Bai is rightly regarded as one of the titans of clas-
sical Chinese literature. Following the typical pattern
described above, Li Bai spent much of his life in gov-
ernment service, attaining a post in the Hanlin Acad-
emy (##F, Hanlin Yuan) under Emperor Xuanzong
(& % %, Tang Xuanzong) . The Hanlin Academy was a
government office which only admitted scholars of the
highest rank and was charged with a variety of liter-
ary and administrative activities, including the critical
task of editing and interpreting the Confucian classics.
Beyond this, the exact details of Li Bai's life are some-
what sketchy, though it is clear that he held a number
of other significant government appointments following
his post at the Hanlin Academy. He appears to have been
removed from his post at the Academy and forcibly exiled
as the result of slanderous accusations against him, and
subsequently served an Imperial prince who was charged
with treason, forcing a second exile on the future poet.
In spite of these difficulties, Li Bai's poetry is surpris-
3 ingly playful, hopeful and optimistic. It is suffused with
P LiBsi %6 (701-762 CE) a delight for fantastic imagining and a veneration of the
cosmic and ineffable. The Columbia Book of Chinese Po-
etry (1984) suggests that Li Bai's art grows out of “. . . certain convictions he held concerning life and
art, out of a tireless search for spiritual freedom and communion with nature, a lively imagination and a
deep sensitivity to the beauties of language” (206). Indeed, the two most enduring images of the poetry
of Li Bai are doubtless wine and the moon, a symbol of transcendence and enlightenment, associated
with both Buddhism and Daoism.

Li Bai’s signature poem, known to every Chinese child, is his “Thoughts on a Peaceful

Night” 3% 78 2. (Jing Ye Si):

Chuéng qidn ming yue guang

E]i E/',J— BH H 7'6 In front of the bed, the moon is shining

Yi shi di shang shuang

’;éi i% H L ﬂ‘ﬂg There must be frost on the ground

ja tou wang ming yue

7\%@ 5’? g E}% H [ lift my head to see the bright moon above
di téu s gu xiang

’f K 5’? & #( g Bow my head and think of home
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Du Fu

Born a decade after Li Bai, Du Fu brought a wholly differ-
ent sensibility to his poetry. His poems are much more
personal and give us biographical information. Like Li
Bai, his life is a record of government posts and exiles
that reflect the political exigencies of the time. The two
poets actually met and Du Fu would come to dedicate a
series of poems to his older contemporary. Prominent
in the lives of both poets are the events of the An Lu
Shan Rebellion (% % % %L, An Shi Zhi Luan) of 756-763,
in which Emperor Xuangzong's power was usurped by
the Sogdian general An Lu Shan (%#:, An Lushan),
one of the emperor’s top military commanders and the
adopted son of the emperor’s favorite concubine Yang
Guifei (# %42, Yang Guifei), reputed to have been one
of the most beautiful women in Chinese history. Du Fu's
poetry offers a record of censure of Yang Guifei's influ-
ence at court and describes his exile to escape the rebel
armies who had seized the imperial capital.
Through beautiful language and evocative images,
P DuFi AL # (712-770) often associated with the Daoist mode in Chinese art and
literature, Du Fu expresses a supreme Confucian ideal,
that of duty and service to the nation. The Columbia Book of Chinese Poetry (1984) notes that we can
observe in Du Fu's poetry “the tortured course of his life as it was molded by the tumultuous events of the
time. He was imbued with a strong Confucian sense of duty that kept him striving to serve the dynasty
to which he professed such deep loyalty, hoping thereby to assuage the ills of the nation” (219). It goes
on to assert that Du Fu “fulfilled his moral purpose through his art . . . his greatest works are at once a
lament upon the appalling sorrows that he saw around him, and a reproach to those who, through folly
or ignorance, were to some degree responsible for the creation of so much misery” (219).
Du Fu eventually left government service and spent the 760s wandering the country, eventually
succumbing to illness and death. For his dedication to his duty, Du Fu is often called the Sage of Poetry
(% %, shi sheng).

The following is a poem that Du Fu wrote in his declining years. It is entitled “Climbing
.
the Heights” "5 12 (Déng Gao):

feng  ji tian gao  yudn xiao  ai The wind swift,

N & X moO &R R the sky high, the apes cry.
zhut qing sha  bai nido  fei hui Clear lake and white sand,
H /% 7# g EJ KR O Ho the birds fly home.

wu bian  luo mu xiao xiao  xia The boundless forest,

T 75‘;’,‘\ N ;1: ;1: T > leaves falling in torrents.
bu jin chang jiang gun guin lai The endless Long River
* R Kk KR &R % © ever flowing on.
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wan i bei qgia chang zuo ke From a distance in this sad Autumn

72 & K ow M %

»

far away from home.

bai nian duo  bing du deng tai One hundred years of sickness,
E] ﬁ %77 R S S < B I climb these heights alone.
jian  nan  ka hen  fan shuang bin Living through bitterness,
O %i( ;g ,:; ’ the frosted gray of my hair.
lilo dao  xin ting  zhué jiu bei The difficulties continue,

- B SN S TR £

[e]

coming to rest in my cup of wine.

» Expand Your Knowledge

Studying and memorizing Tang Dynasty poems is one of the best ways to focus in on pronunciation and
tones, and improve the accuracy and precision of your spoken Chinese. Using the two poems above as a
model, search the Internet for more poems by Li Bai and Du Fu. One of the best resources is the “Three
Hundred Tang Poems” at the University of Virginia's Electronic Text Initiative. The site can be accessed
at http://etext.virginia.edu/chinese/frame.htm. Go to the “Search” page and search for “Li Bai” and then
“Du Fu.” Find one more short poem by each poet. Using an electronic dictionary resource, translate each
poem literally — that is, word by word. Then choose one to memorize. Don't just recite the words — be
creative! Set the poem to your own original music, turn it into a rap, or create a chanting or rhythmic
presentation for your class. The teacher may give awards for the most creative presentation and for
best overall pronunciation. For inspiration, visit http://www.cheng-tsui.com/downloads/preview/chap-
ter_10_asking_moon_wine_hand to listen to an audio recording of Li Bai's poem, “Asking the Moon,
with Wine in Hand.”

Reference
Watson, Burton, ed. 1984. The Columbia Book of Chinese Poetry. New York: Columbia University Press.
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