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Preface

Despite the variety of Chinese textbooks available today, the need for
a coherent sequence of reading materials, suitable for multiple levels of
Chinese proficiency, remains. Cheng & Tsui Company recently invited us
to develop such a series, starting from beginning Chinese and proceeding to
advanced—a challenge we were delighted to meet.

This series of reading materials shall consist of five volumes, correspond-
ing to five progressive levels of Chinese proficiency. Volume one is suitable
for use by students in the second semester of their first year of Chinese study,
or at the “Intermediate Low” level, according to ACTFL proficiency guide-
lines (please visit www.actfl.org for more information). Volumes two and
three are designed for students in the first and second semesters, respectively,
of their second year of study, or levels “Intermediate Mid” and “Intermedi-
ate High.” Volumes four and five are appropriate for students in the first and
second semesters, respectively, of third year Chinese: “Advanced Low” and
“Advanced Mid.”

How Far Away Is the Sun? is the second volume of this Cheng & Tsui
Chinese Essay Series. It is intended for students in the first semester of a
second year Chinese course.

Each volume consists of ten lessons. The text of each lesson is approxi-

mately five hundred characters in length and has a list of approximately

vii



thirty new vocabulary items. The vocabulary lists were chosen based on
popular, standard Chinese language textbooks, and selections were further
solidified after field-testing. Exercises are provided at the end of each lesson
in a variety of formats: matching related words, multiple-choice, questions
covering essay content, and discussion questions for oral practice. Answer
keys and a vocabulary index can be found at the end of each volume.

To accommodate a diverse range of proficiency levels and learning
practices, each lesson also includes a list of frequently used words that
are similar in meaning to vocabulary items, or otherwise related to the
essay. In an appendix at the back of this book, the full text of each essay is
also provided in pinyin, together with simplified Chinese characters, in
consideration of various language levels and teaching styles. Furthermore,
each lesson’s text, vocabulary, and exercises are printed on facing pages in
both simplified and traditional characters. The answers keys and index also
provide both character forms.

We wrote the essays such that the prose not only conforms to standard
Mandarin Chinese, but also retains a smooth and straightforward flow. To
ensure that students continue to review previously learned material, later
lessons incorporate grammar patterns and vocabulary words that appear in
earlier lessons.

At present, many American high schools have begun to offer an Advanced
Placement (AP) Program in Chinese, and the AP curriculum specifically
emphasizes the need for students to understand and appreciate Chinese
culture while studying the language. In preparing this series of read-
ing materials, we made a concerted effort to ensure that linguistic prac-
tice is seamlessly integrated with the acquisition of cultural knowledge, so
that students may understand both contemporary and historical Chinese

culture through language learning. In order to accurately reflect both
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China’s historic traditions and modern trends, all essays that refer to
classical stories include the original text along with its source. We also
consulted various relevant materials and verified facts for all lessons that discuss
present-day social issues.

We believe that students will find these compiled essays both intel-
lectually stimulating and engaging. Our goal is that this series’ lessons
will help students broaden their linguistic range, stimulate their interest in
learning Chinese, boost their reading comprehension level, and strengthen
their understanding of Chinese culture.

We sincerely hope this series of reading materials will be of use to all
students of Chinese—whether they are taking AP Chinese language and
culture courses in high school, are enrolled in Chinese language courses in
college, or are studying Chinese independently.

We want to thank Cheng & Tsui Company for giving us the opportu-
nity to create this series and for making many valuable suggestions. Our sin-
cere thanks also go to Melina Packer and Kristen Wanner, of the Cheng &
Tsui editorial department, for their great support and excellent work on this
project. We are very grateful to Dr. Matthew Fraleigh, a professor at Brandeis
University, for proofreading the English preface. Our gratitude also extends
to Mr. Jian Liu for his excellent illustrations in this volume. We also want to
thank Xi Huang and Bei Kang for their contributions to this project.

Any comments or criticisms from teachers and students alike would
be gladly welcomed. These insights would be invaluable for the improve-
ment of future editions of this book. Please direct any comments to:

editor@cheng-tsui.com.

Weijia Huang and Qun Ao
June 2007

Boston
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How Far Away Is The Sun?
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New Vocabulary

Simplified Traditional Pinyin Partof  English Definition
Characters Characters Speech
1. s 1%L yudnjin n. distance
2. ¥ i & lishi . history
3. 75]— A 75]— A yoéuming adj. well-known; famous
4. F )9 22 ] xuéwen n. knowledge
5. ——ﬁ,— 3 ——ﬁ,— 3 zlinjing v. respect
6. LK EHEE  sixidngia 7 ideologist; thinker
7. %’E%}T x %’(7)5]“ X jiaoyujia 7. educator
8. FA zZA shéngrén 7. sage; wise person
9. KAT FRAT Ilixing v, travel
10. %“Ljﬁ S zhénglin  ». argue; debate
11. & B li v. away; from
12. % wE giingzhe w scramble for; fight
over
13. H K o/ dangran adv.  of course
14. 4—\_%’7_ = E sdngai 7. umbrella cover (over
a cart)
15. 2p 4P que conj.  but
88 | How Far Away Is the Sun?




Simplified Traditional Pinyin Partof  English Definition
Characters Characters Speech
16. #&F BT panzi n. plate
17. 247 A1 xidnde v look like; appear to be
18. 8 3¢ LA daoli 7. principle; truth
19. &3k 2L 38 didn téu vo. nod one’s head
20. AR AL B ganjin adv.  immediately
21. R F B zaochén n. (early) morning
22. % i lidng adj.  cold
23. 3| J&, 3] J&, daodi adv.  after all; in the end
24. AL iRy hitu adj.  confusing; muddled
25. 5% 5 nong v. make; do
26. HHR T gingcht adj.  clearly understood;
distinct
27. XA 1B B zhéme pn. so; such
28. fa i 8 jidndan adj.  simple
29. F T aiya interj. Ah!
30. J7 ok JR R yuanlai adv.  originally
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Commonly Used Related Words and Phrase

Simplified Traditional Pinyin Partof  English Definition
Characters Characters Speech
1. X 25 zhuanjia 7. expert; specialist
2. B2 R FER kexudjia n.  scientist
3. BUER BUE R zhéngzhijia 7. statesman; politician
4. BrE R IR zhéxuéjia 7. philosopher
5. ZAK MR yishujia 7. artist
6. THREK =8 yinyugjia 7. musician
7. —i}i? X HZ %{ shuxuéjia 7. mathematician
8. LK (- e huaxuéjia n. chemist
9. YEF R WILE R wilixugjia g, physicist
10. Z2%5R & PR R fingjixuéjia g, economist
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Source

HERRER: B FHM

B LFREE, Rdm AR, M EE. — 52
B: “ZxaBdEiAr, maPEzL, T — 704
B, mABFPHi#LbL, —289: “Bad X
2ZF KRB F, AlwHEL, WA AZRHF ImEE KX
Fo T —sier “BaERRER, AED PeiKg, B
FAHEFRHMEERTF? 7 LF kb, HIRLE
B: ‘ZhahkSmF?”
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Exercises

—. HET AL IE

Link the similar words

—_—

4k AT
A TR
XA Fn IR,
FE Ft e

WA E 8195 R 4 T

Choose the most appropriatephrase to complete the sentence

L REEILTHEEAN, ZHA

92

a. T2k Ko
b. ML E R ARAT o
C. 4&4&%# ]‘5] o
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Exercises

—. REFTEMLNGFE

Link the similar words

2. 3 RAE
3. F A5
4. TR TR

= BELENFZ TR T

Choose the most appropriate phrase to complete the sentence

L REEILFHREAN, ZHA
a. &R Ko

b. M SR AT -
c. RARA LR,
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2. MANDETFRERILTFRTIRS S, AR A
a. JLF kA teAT 515 o
b. JUFHmia k% F1H.
¢ ILF8EFRER

3. AN TFAEE®
a. F-E XM KEAFF KM K.
b. Pk K[ #iE R P 4 Kfa#,
¢ FLEXMILELZPF KM,

4. JLF AT
a. WA EFBLATAR
b. & —ANHETF AT
o HANDNETFHATA

= RBEEHLEE

Choose the correct answer

L LFAH LT EF BT FM?
a. B AR SRR AT B
b. B A A8 Le il LT Fib A 2o
c. B Mo A & AT R S0 T

2. ILF A LA DR BN ILF A B AR
a. B AMTELERADNE TG 2%
b. B At TAFHAN T AA 8L,
. BAATFAANNETAREZEIL,
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2 MEDETAINLTRTRSE RA A
a. JLF RAAEATRZE
b. FLFHnil R Z F o
c. TR FIRIE T,

3. WAB T A
a. FEX%GKREZFF K% Ko
b. - E K% #haE 2 F K #o
¢ FLERBGHLELZFFRGL.

4. LT AT
a. AR FRAFAR S
b. &% —B /T HAFH
¢ HANFETHAFH

=, RBEELE

Choose the correct answer

L AT AEET M ETMA?
a B AT SBOR TR
b. B A4 A kil BT Fm AT
c. B AW 2T A IE G N ET o

2. JUF A H R AR R R BN LT R R AR
a. B AHERERAENZT RS R
b. [ % b 847 WA N T AR B
c. B %R ATWAE T AL E I
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3. MANNETF AN 2 EILF?
a. AANLTRZE—ANALOEE Ko
b. B A ILFARIEEA A & FHARE
c. B F 3T A= B89 7] A

4 B ANDNETF A LIAAF LK AiR?
a. B AFERAR
b. B AF_EXM K.
c. BAFLEXMEHK,

. & EA, BAARE A E

Think about the questions and talk about your perspective

1. MR A KA LB RAE? BAFFBRAL?

2 W AB/IAFR, ZORGIAFNAHZAEE?
A4

3. A F R AR AT L F AR ? A L2
4 NMEBEREFTERFFRHA? A 42
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3. WAB T AATE KILF?
a AAHILTE—EELOHT R
b. B % FLTIRIQRA A F I ARE
c. B % ILT T AL = B4R 69 B R

4 % BT AR R AT L KGE?
a. B AT EXAF,
b. B %% E KM K.
o B AT LXK

W, B A, IR EAE

Think about the questions and talk about your perspective

1. MR3BAH KIGF LB RAME? B AP F B RLE?

2. MG RGEAIF R, EARGEAIT A KA EE?
B

3. HZM AR RAE FHAE? HHE?
4 AMIZEREERF LM YA? HHE?
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NN SR 5 R

Xido  Xia de wding lian

bR F % OE R O X L. MR

Xido Xia  hén X huan shang wang lido tian er ta jué

2 &2 ® L ®m X L T ¥ Gk B IR

de zai wang shang lido tian er ké yi rén shi hén

% A, % & £ A B E 3% A R T

dud rén zui jin ta zai wang shang jiu rén shi le

”/l\%ﬂfl/io'l‘%lgﬁiﬁﬂiz‘i
e

y1 gée nan péng yoéu Xido Xid fu mu bu fang

s & &£ M B HOX L, W R B
yu

XTn Xido  Xia zai wdng shang lido tian er pa ta

O0F Ao R M1 B K X O W B X

dao huai  rén ta men shud zhéng tian shang wang lido  tian
LB o8 A F B2 R &£ F A, BT XA M

er de rén kén  ding bu shi hao rén sud yi ta

Mmoo N F £ A L L R #® & A
zhe

men dui  Xido  Xia zai wdng shang ren shi de ge
i Om A R R K

nan péng yodu hén bu fang  xin

2 N S N O AT - NS R S S S

Xido  Xia dui fu mi  shuo wo  yé tian tian shang wdng

L ~ A F A B W Lk A
a nan  dao wo bu shi hao rén ma wdng shang yodu
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hao
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dao
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rén
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Xido

X
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shang

rén
4F
hao

wo

péng

M

céng

jit

Fa

hé

#=
ti

=
ba
you

IJ\

Xido

45

ma

D]
de

rén

2

you

P

shi

huai

2 A

2 A

+*F

hao

Ao

rén

S
bu

7,

hao
Ao
rén
Fa

hé

o

téng

didan

you

Wy

lido

A
yun qi

*F 9

hao de

& A
wd  péng
»

5 M
nan péng
=5 b
yi xido
Xiao Xia
R &
hén weéi
L AR
er dou
xR
zui ai
i M
nan péng
T,
le ta
X o
tian er

Fo08 A
hao de rén
A& 3|
rén yu dao
JHoow X
jian de zhe
AL a,
you jian mian
& L =
xia  shud yao
R
de ma ma
/?H ) % ’j":
qa ta jué
~ &
bu ai ta
R o
ta
A YA )&,
you yi hou
® X A
zhéng tian zai
AN
Xido  Xia de
BFF IR

%
yu
2N

huai

ge

Xido

=

wang
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jué

L

lido

/J\

Xido

(o5
o~

|\

X
[el]
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® & &,

hén zhao ji

Aok

you  jiao lai
A, RN
rén ni men
P B O
de ta bu
L 7,
tian er le
U

Xia ting le

fa xin  shud
k& AN
lai wo men
w8 3
ta de nan
N

jin tian déng

méi  ydu hui

Vi z}. #8

A A\

Xia cai xiang

* F &
bu  hio i
PEHFRL
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hao
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