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PREFACE

Th is second edition of the Integrated Chinese Character Workbook follows the spirit of the 
textbook and the workbook by presenting the characters in both traditional and simpli-
fi ed forms. Each lesson consists of two parts. Th e fi rst part shows how new characters 
are written component by component. Th e second part provides review exercises that 
allow students to have fun with the characters and to apply them in a meaningful con-
text. Th is new edition also provides two new indices for easy reference. Th e fi rst index is 
alphabetical, based on pinyin pronunciation, and the second is arranged by lesson.

We would like to express our gratitude for all the comments and suggestions received 
from teachers and students who used the fi rst edition of the Character Workbook. Based 
on those suggestions, this new edition includes the following changes:

• New characters are shown one component at a time. Th e order of the components is 
based on the general principles of the formation of Chinese characters. For compo-
nents that have not appeared in earlier lessons, the stroke order is also provided.

• When a new character has both a simplifi ed and traditional form, both forms are 
presented at the beginning of the grids, one after another. Th e traditional form is 
presented fi rst, and its simplifi ed equivalent is shown in the smaller box on the left. 
Th e simplifi ed form appears directly below the traditional form. In addition, there 
are practice grids for each form.

• All of the space is devoted to character writing practice. Sentences for recognition 
or reading have been replaced by character writing exercises.

• Fun, new review exercises have been added to each lesson to help students review 
and retain characters. Th e fi rst part of the review exercises consists of character-
based crossword puzzles. Students fi ll out the puzzles based on the pinyin clues 
provided. Th e second part of the review exercises provides meaningful contexts for 
character practice. Students have to transcribe a pinyin passage into Chinese char-
acters, and in order to do so correctly, they need to understand the meaning of the 
passage.

• Th e appendices in the fi rst edition have been replaced by two new indices that make 
characters easier to fi nd; one is arranged alphabetically by pinyin and the other by 
lesson.

• With the new layout and the new design, the second edition is half of the size of 
the fi rst edition, while containing more material relevant to character learning than 
ever before.

We extend our sincere gratitude to Mr. Brian Blackmore for his typesetting guidance, 
and to Ms. Kristen Wanner at Cheng & Tsui for her support throughout the production 
process.

We hope you fi nd this new edition useful. We welcome your comments and feedback. 
Please report any typos or other errors to: editor@cheng-tsui.com. Th ank you!

IC2 Authors
viii
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Lesson 1

jié — to tie; to
conclude

jié — to tie; to
conclude

zhù — to regis-
ter; to note

zhù — to regis-
ter; to note

cè — book
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3

chù — place;
part

kào — to de-
pend on

Characters from Proper Nouns

bō — wave

sh̀ı — scholar

dùn — a short
stop; M (meals)

dùn — a short
stop; M (meals)
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5

Let’s Review!
I. Character Crosswords

1

2 3

8

9

10 4 5

11

12 6

13 7

14

DOWN ACROSS

1 x̄ınshēng ȳınggāi zhù zài xiàonèi 2 chūshēng 3 bú 1 x̄ınnián 8 sh̀ıỳıng dàxué shēnghuó 9 zhù zài sùshè

jiàn de piányi 4 bù xiǎng bān jiā 5 chū mén kào z̀ıǰı 6 hěn fāngbiàn 10 xiàowài bù ānquán 11 guónèi 12 ĺı kāi

kāi xué děi zhù cè 7 xùjiè jiā de hǎochù sh̀ı z̀ıyóu 13 děi bàn shǒuxù 14 jiè qián
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INDEX A 
(sorted by pinyin) 

P = pinyin 

T = traditional form 

S = simplified form 

L = lesson 

 

P T S Definition L Page 

ái 癌 
 

cancer 19 176 

ài 唉 
 

(an exclamation) 5 39 

ài 艾 艾 grass 19 176 

àn 岸 
 

coast; bank 9 75 

ào 傲 
 

haughty 13 116 

ào 奧 
 

profound 13 118 

bǎi 擺 摆 to put; to place 2 8 

bài 拜 
 

to pay respect; to worship 9 76 

bān 般 
 

same as 2 11 

bǎn 闆 板 boss 3 17 

bàn 伴 
 

companion; partner 14 123 

bāng 邦 
 

nation; state 20 186 

bāo 包 
 

to include 6 48 

bǎo 寶 宝 treasure 19 180 

bēi 碑 
 

stele 11 94 

bèi 背 
 

back 7 56 

bì 畢 毕 to complete 5 37 

bì 壁 
 

wall 6 46 

bì 避 
 

to avoid 19 178 

biān 鞭 
 

whip 12 107 

biàn 變 变 to change 15 133 

biàn 辯 辩 to debate 17 148 

biāo 標 标 mark 4 28 

biē 憋 
 

to suppress 7 58 

bīn 瀕 濒 to border; to be close to 19 177 

bǐng 餅 饼 a round flat cake 10 84 

bìng 並 并 and; further 18 164 

bō 波 
 

wave 1 3 

bō 菠 菠 spinach 3 17 

bō 播 
 

to broadcast 8 65 

bó 薄 薄 thin 4 27 

bó 博 
 

to gain; to win 18 163 

bǔ 補 补 to mend; to make up 17 152 

cái 材 
 

timber; materials 16 142 

cǎi 彩 
 

color; splendor 13 115 

cǎi 採 采 to pick; to select 19 180 

cāo 操 
 

to grasp; to operate; to drill; 

to exercise 14 122 

cè 册 
 

book 1 1 

céng 層 层 storey; M (floors) 2 10 

céng 曾 
 

once before 9 73 

chá 察 
 

to examine 18 158 

chái 柴 
 

firewood 8 66 

chǎn 產 产 product 10 83 

chǎng 廠 厂 factory 14 122 

cháo 朝 
 

dynasty 15 135 

Chén 陳 陈 (a surname) 3 19 

chén 晨 
 

morning 12 101 

chèn 趁 
 

to take the opportunity 10 82 

chéng 承 
 

to bear; hold 17 150 

chī 癡 痴 idiotic 19 171 

chí 池 
 

pool 11 97 

chóng 蟲 虫 insect 20 187 

chòng 衝 冲 abrupt; blunt 14 123 

chōu 抽 
 

to take out 14 125 

chóu 酬 
 

payment; reward 15 133 

chóu 愁 
 

to worry; to be anxious 16 142 

chòu 臭 
 

smelly; stinking 20 188 

chǔ 礎 础 plinth (stone base) 17 148 

chù 處 处 place; part 1 2 




