
Changing the face of 

Asian language and 

cultural education in 

North America by 

envisioning, 

developing, 

translating, and 

publishing award-

winning language and 

culture learning 

materials. 

With the destruction of Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki and the fall of the Japanese military 

regime at the close of WWII, wartime 

censorship in Japan was lifted. In the boom of 

publishing, translating, and distribution that 

followed, Japan’s postwar bundan - “literary 

world” – was born. This representative and 

diverse collection brings together works from 

the most prominent and influential writers of 

all formats from postwar Japan, including a 

script by Akira Kurosawa, a play by Kobo 

Abe, and stories from such names as Yasunari 

Kawabata, Kenzaburo Oe, Junichiro Tanizaki, 

into one definitive volume.


