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Foreword

It is my distinct pleasure to write this Foreword for Grace Wu’s new
Chinese Graded Reader Series that is being published by Cheng & Tsui.

The format of hanzi (Chinese characters) with pinyin (spelling) an-
notations is one that I have long energetically advocated. To see these
books now being edited by my esteemed colleague is truly a cause for
joy. What is even more to be applauded is the fact that the pinyin
annotations in these volumes are orthographically correct,.with spac-
ing for word separation and proper punctuation. It is'extremely rare
nowadays—whether in Chinag@r abroad—to find such eareful atten-
tion being paid to pinyimorthography.

The subject matter of the first two volumes has been well chosen:
the biographies of Lang Lang and Yao Ming. They will prove attractive
to students from junior high school through college, and even adults
who are learning Mandarin will find them valuable.

May this be the beginning of a long-lasting and flourishing series
that includes not only biographies, but also the best fiction, science
fiction, mysteries, and all manner of other subject matter. I am sure
that the Cheng & Tsui Chinese Graded Reader Series edited by Grace
Wu will be warmly welcomed by students and teachers alike, and that

they will benefit greatly from these excellent, well-conceived textbooks.

Victor H. Mair
Professor of Chinese Language and Literature

University of Pennsylvania
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Preface

Cheng & Tsui’s Chinese Biographies Graded Reader Series consists
of Chinese learning materials targeted towards high school and col-
lege students. One of the most challenging aspects of learning Man-
darin is mastering the skills of reading and writing. Extensive reading
practice is the best way to improve Mandarin reading ability, fluency
and word usage, but there is a shortage of reading materials specifi-
cally geared towards learning Mandarin. In the United States;'students
typically learn colloquial Mandarin (J2+%&) and are rarely expesed to
more formal written language (-5 & 15). The goal.of this series is
twofold: to serve as atuseful teaching resource for educators, and to
provide engaging leisure reading material, accompanied by pinyin, for
students. This seriessspecially targets students at the advanced-beginner
to low=intermediate level of proficiency, or knowledge of approximately
350-700.characters, whose Mandarin speaking skills are comparatively
stronger than their Mandarin reading skills.

This series includes special features designed for maximum educa-

tional effectiveness, such as:

1. Chinese characters accompanied by pinyin
As mentioned above, improving Chinese reading skills requires con-
siderable practice, but students may be intimidated by the absence of
pinyin in many Chinese reading texts. Displaying Chinese characters
and pinyin together decreases student anxiety and allows the student

to overcome this challenge. In the past, most publications have paired
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Chinese characters with pinyin equivalents at the character level (for

example, i3 7 is paired to qi ché). But by using recently developed
software, this series matches Chinese characters with pinyin at the word
level, a more linguistically accurate practice. For example, A $ is
paired with giché, which more precisely matches the syntax of the Chi-
nese. This distinction is especially important for learning Mandarin,
and also facilitates student interpretation of the text by aiding students
to develop skills in discerning word boundaries and sentence structure.

Consistent pinyin annotation also has the advantage of being eas-
ily adaptable for students at different proficiency levels. By including
pinyin throughout the book instead of glossing only selected'words, we
have made it easy for students to look up words they have notencoun-
tered before, customizing the reading experience to their own_profi-
ciency level. Since pinyin is provided together with Chinese characters,
there is only minimal distuption to the experience of continuous read-
ing. With this flexibility built in, the books are appropriate for students
from many different backgrounds—heritage speakers developing their

reading skills, as well as learners of Chinese as a foreign language.

2. Simple, easy-to-understand Mandarin with content suitable
for American students
Beginner-level Mandarin reading materials published in China, Tai-
wan, Hong Kong, and Singapore primarily contain fairy tales, fables,
historical stories, or stories about the origins of Chinese idioms.
However, these stories can be less suitable for students raised outside
Chinese-speaking areas, who may not be as familiar with the underly-
ing historical and cultural background. Lang Lang and Yao Ming, the
subjects of the first two biographies in this series, are two well-known

figures in American society. Both were born in China but developed
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their careers in the United States and are popular internationally. Stu-
dents will be able to compare American and Chinese cultures through
reading their life stories, and may also empathize with Lang Lang and
Yao Ming regarding the challenges of being a young person in Amer-
ica. This connection to a familiar context is important for students, as

it increases their engagement and confidence.

3. Learning resources online and in the book

This series is also accompanied by a companion website at
www.chinesebiographies.com that includes vocabulary lists, interac-
tive exercises, audio recordings, additional exercises, andsteaching re-
sources. Teachers can adapt these resources to the particularmneeds of
their students and classrooms. This seriesincludes both printed and on-
line components for two reasons: to flexibly meet the different needs of
diverse readers, and todeep the printed materials'slim and affordable,
reducing the burden on'students buying class materials. Readers can
evenjoin the forums to share opinions and ideas with a community of
Chinesedearners and teachers all over the world.

Oaline materials include true-false questions, multiple choice ques-
tions, and crossword puzzles for further practice to improve grammar
and vocabulary. The exercises are located online in the hope that stu-
dents can be immersed in the reading experience and follow the plot
of the story with minimal interruption. These exercises can also serve
as a template for teachers to design classroom activities or students to
engage in additional independent study.

Each chapter in the book includes pre-reading questions designed
to facilitate brainstorming and discussion. The post-reading questions
in each chapter are intended to delve deeper into cultural discussions;

young people who grew up in the United States can articulate their
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opinions and compare their experiences. As teachers, we should en-

courage our students’ capacity for critical thinking, even though their
language skills may be basic.

My hope is that these books will not only contribute enjoyment
and interest to the process of learning the Chinese language, but also
foster students’ appreciation of contemporary Chinese figures who have
contributed to world culture in many different spheres. The ability
to comprehend reading materials independently is an important and
exciting stage of learning a language. What better way to exercise this
skill than to learn about these notable figures, who overcame so many

obstacles in developing their own exceptional talents?

Grace Wu
University of Penfisylvania
June 30, 2010
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Yuédd gian  taolunti

BE ik AT TR

Ni  xithuan ting gudidn yTnyué ma Ni  zui xihuan de yi shou
L R ERTEREFTRL? R RERE — B
gudian  yinyue shi shénme Weishénme

T FR AR ALY
Do you enjoy listening to classical music? What’s your favorite

piece of classical music? Why?

NI tingguo Ling Ling zhé wéi yinyudjia de yinzou cma Rigus
2 38 ROTE R B X2 FRR G RE B (R
méiydu ang shang Ni xihuan \ ta  de fenggé’ ma
ZA, % £ YouTubes) ARk Hu bl KA 57
Weishénme
AHA?
Have yousheard any of'Lang Lang’s performances? (If not, please

visit_ YouTube.) Do you like his musical style? Why or why not?

Ni  tingguo Lahémaninuofa de Di-San Ganggin Xiézouqi ma
3. 08 AR AR RIE R 69 = AR hA W Y
RGgud  méiyou ging shang Ni xthuan ma

(4R XA, 5 £ YouTube, ) M E% "5?

Have you ever listened to Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No. 3?

(If not, please go to YouTube). Do you like it?

2| — % AR B LR
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nian yué ri Landdn Airérbote Wangzi YTnyuétTng
2000 8 A 22 B, #F ZRMEHF T FRT
i xiangqi le Lahémaninuoft

( London’s Royal Albert Hall ) 2 "mA2 T ia#3 RiE K
de Di-San Géngqin Xiézouqu

( Rachmaninov) % % = 402 ¥ % # ( Piano Concerto

Zhe zhi qu shi gudian  yinyue I zui nan tan de quzi
No.3), X ¥ ¥ & H3 FR 2 & A% a) B-F
zhiyt dan yé shi xUdud zhuanyé gangginjia de zui ai yinwei ragud
Z—, 2l 2HSFLRERE R Z,7EHH R
néng ba zhe shou quzi tan dé hao jit daibiao Ziji de «yinyué shuiping
X G W AR, R EAR BE W F R KE
yi  dadao hén gao) de jingjie Zai \zhé \ci bidoydn zhong Di-San Ganggin
AR 3 FER NEX R R P, B R
Xiézougl.«ting, qilai you xié butong bird  shué dang dajia zai déngdai
WAl AR A R RE, tdedt, % KR EFHK
di-yT  yuézhang wéiduan de gaochdo shi tingjian de qué shi wénréu yduyi
F— R¥ RK W SR, WIL# A EE KR
de gangqin shéng Zheyang de tanfa sutran hé pingshi de buténg
AR B, XK Bk BRAR R ORR,
danshi ting gilai qué hén hioting guanzhong yué ting jit yué xihuan
1% o AR AR ST, WA AU o A Bk,
yue lai yue tdozui Chucizhiwai zhé chang bidoydan hé biéde gudian
AR R AL B, TRk b, X B RIE e A6 H
yinyuéhui butong de shi zai jia yan jiému  shi gangginjia tan de shi

FHRA KRB WL E MR P HE M, ARNER R L
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yi shou Dongfang  quzi jiao Lidyang Hé Lidyang Hé shi

— 4 A% wmF, ® (xm Ty, (xim ) 2

chéngsdng Mdo Zédong zhixi de yi shdu gé shi Zhonggué yi shdu féichang
R B FEREF N — B F, £ FE — ¥ EF
youming de quzi Zhéngge yinyuehui i tdn de dou shi Xifang yinyue
Hb W W, BAFREZ AT EF TR,
dan zai jiéshu shi qué tanle yi shéu Dongfing de  quzi tingzhong dou
12 e R B HBRT — 8 AH 69 8-F, YT A
juéde  hén xiqi Jidjing shi shéi néng ba Xifang yinyue hé Dongfang
WAF R #FAF., R LW feBF TR AS
yinyué dou tan dé zhéme hdo ne Na jit shi yinyué tiancai Lang Ldng

FTHRARE A X LA R? AR A FHR RLHE A,

Lang Ling shi  shiji¢  shang zui _hio zui | chiiming you wZui  nianging

ROl 2 S E R ALk HATX R FR

xianzai  hai  ershi.  dud ' 'sui de\ giidian  yinyué gangqgin  ydnzoujia
(it —F 0% %)\ 8+ 58 ME BAR
zhiyt Taweéngxidao jiu yingguo wushu de ganggin  bisai céng hé dud
Z—, M MUR R R 6 ME R, ¥ R %
gé shijigji de jidoxidng yuétuan hézud jixing  yinyuéhui yé zai gudiin
AHERE G m RE AMERTF RS, L E TR
yinyuetan i yingguo bushao jidangxiang Chule ganggin  zaoyi gao wai
FhRiz 2 o Ry RI; L, BT ARE #5598,
ta yé hén jiji de tuigudng gidiin  yinyueé xidngyao rang géng dud rén
P b, fR FRAR ML M B SR, BE R F S A
réenshi  hé xidngshou gudidan vyinyué de youméi suoyi ta béi chéngwéi zhe
AR fe T2 FHFRGOMKE, PTVA 4k Ry X
shiji Il zui ydu vyingxidngli hé zui ydu caihuda de gudian yinyuéjia

e L RA Yah AR A TR TR FRE.
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Lang Lang ydu jintian de chéngjiu daodi shi zénme huodé de ne Ta

BROBl A AR 8 omah, FRAE EXL EF N R?

aiguo dudshao ku Haishi yigie  dou shi shunshun-lili de Ta tan dé
Bit %) B R — AR INURAF] 497 He B AT
zhéme hdo shi yinwei ta tianshéng you yinyué cdihua haishi yinwei ta
XA A BN RAE TR AL, T2 BAA
pinming nali  de lian gin ne Yao zhidao d&’an women jiu dé huidao

P % W % B R B ek BE KA AT @ F
Lang Lang de toéngnian

PR 8y

Yuedd hou lijié taolunti
AR = A o

Ni juéde », yi gé& rén  de ‘chénggdong shi yinwei xiantian de caihua
w2, ey > ¥ .
L IR A S NAH R 2 ACh AR 8 F 4
haishi~ houtian de nuli Weishénme

Bt R W K HT A A

Do you think success is due to innate talent or hard work? Why?

Xianzai de nidngingrén hai xihuan ting giididn  yinyue ma Ni
. 38 IE W FBEAN L SR T EFR FR D7 R
juéde Lang Ling k& b3 gidiin yinyué jieshao g& nidngingrén ma
TAE BR OB TVA de FH F R B S FRA DY
Weishénme

A A7
Do young people today listen to classical music? Do you think

Lang Lang could introduce classical music to young people? Why?

A Piano Competition | 5



Please visit www.chinesebiographies.com for audio files, vocabulary

lists, comprehension exercises and more!
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Also from the Chinese Biographies Series

Yao Ming
By Grace Wu

Follow this athletic superstar’s path to international fame while
improving reading skills. Includes access to multimedia resources at
www.chinesebiographies.com.

More Graded Readers from Cheng & Tsui

Tales and Traditions
Readings in Chinese Literature Series
Compiled by Yun Xiao, et al.

Read level-appropriatetexcerpts,from the Chinese folk and literary
canon. Volumes 14 fiowavailable.

Readings in Chinese Culture Series
By Qun Ao, Weijia Huang

Increase reading and cultural proficiency with original, level-appropriate
essays about Chinese culture. How Far Away is the Sun? and The Moon is
Abvays Beautiful now available.

Visit www.cheng-sui.com for more information.
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