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1
Introduction to Chinese 
Phonetics

B Part I
To complete the exercises in this section, you need either the audio CDs or 
multimedia CD-ROMs. If you have the audio CDs, follow the instructions 
below. If you have the multimedia CD-ROMs, follow their instructions (no 
hard copy necessary).

]   TASK 1. MONOSYLLABLES/DISYLLABLES

The following mono- and disyllables will be read to you, but in a differ-
ent order than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these 
phrases by numbering their written counterparts in the order in which you 
hear them.

A. Monosyllables

   1. nà           2. ná   3. læ    4. lá 

   5. dã           6. tã   7. wß    8. × 

   9. tÖi   10. dÝi 11. må 12. mßu

13. bÙ   14. bâo  15. yØ  16. yÔ

B. Disyllables

   1. fÑidÝi      2. dâod×     3. tuÙbãi     4. bÑibÐo

   5. pÜobæ      6. wådÜo    7. lÖolãi     8. tÓudæ

   9. nàlä   10. tâinâo 11. dätÚ  12. màná

13. pæbæ   14. yÒfu  15. fÐfÚ  16. nÜonæ
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]   TASK 2. PRONUNCIATION DRILLS

Listen carefully to the examples and try to imitate each sound. 

A. Monosyllables

1. tã  2. dåu  3. mÓ  4. nÖo     5. pâi 

6. fÝi  7. bÞ  8. nuÙ  9. ná  10. læ 

B. Disyllables

1. fÚyä 2. wßlÖi 3. lÖolãi 4. dÚtã    5. nÖlÖi

6. pÖpÓ 7. dâod× 8. lálä 9. tÔtou 10. fÐfÚ

]   TASK 3. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and record 
them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and accuracy. 

A. Monosyllables

1. fßu 2. mÙ 3. på 4. nà    5. lÛ

6. tã 7. dÝi  8. nâo 9. lÖi  10. bÑi

B. Disyllables

1. pãidâi 2. mÚná 3. dätÚ 4. fÝibÙ    5. m×i lÖi

6. nàlä 7. dÚtã 8. dâod× 9. tuÓluå 10. mÖimå

]  TASK 4. DICTATION

Listen to the dictation items provided on the CD and write them in pinyin 
with correct tones. 

   1.     2.     3.     4. 

   5.    6.     7.     8. 

   9.  10.  11.  12. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

17.  18.  19.  20. 
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q Part II

]  TASK 1. MONOSYLLABLES/DISYLLABLES

The following mono- and disyllables will be read to you, but in a differ-
ent order than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these 
phrases by numbering their written counterparts in the order in which you 
hear them.

A. Monosyllables 

   1. shÜn     2. sh×n    3. zhân   4. châng

   5. r×n     6. sh×ng    7. chÑ   8. chÒ

   9. cÖng  10. sÐng 11. rä 12. rã

13. rÜn  14. rÜng 15. cÓng 16. zßng

B. Disyllables 

   1. r×ngrÖn     2. cÙngrÙng     3. shÑngchÜn   4. shângshÑng

   5. zhânzhÑng     6. chÖngch×ng    7. sßngrÖn   8. shÑnshä

   9. cãshÑn  10. sångzÞ 11. c×ngcä 12. cÙngshä

13. zäcÞ  14. cÐngsÐng 15. chãnshÐn 16. shÐnshâng

]  TASK 2. PRONUNCIATION DRILLS

Listen carefully to the examples and try to imitate each sound. 

A. Monosyllables 

1. zhä 2. chã 3. shÒ 4. rã    5. zÞ

6. sÐn 7. c×ng 8. sh×n 9. châng 10. zhÓng

B. Disyllables

1. r×ngrÖn  2. zhÓngshÑng 3. c×ngcä 4. cÙngshä    5. shÐnshâng

6. chÔræ 7. zãngsång 8. chãnshÐn 9. chÔcÐo 10. cãsuß
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]  TASK 3. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and record 
them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and  accuracy. 

A. Monosyllables 

1. rÖn 2. sÓng 3. cân 4. cÖng           5. shÑn

 6. zÝn 7. zhÝng 8. chÒ 9. chÙng  10. zhßng

B. Disyllables 

1. cÐngsÐng 2. zäcÞ 3. chãnshÐn 4. rÙngzßng          5. zhânzhÑng

6. shÑnshÐn 7. chÖngch×ng 8. shãngzhÞ 9. r×ngrÖn  10. shÑnchä

]  TASK 4. DICTATION

Listen to the dictation items provided on the CD and write them in pinyin 
with correct tones.

   1.     2.     3.     4. 

   5.     6.     7.     8. 

   9.  10.  11.  12. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

17.  18.  19.  20. 

h Part III

]  TASK 1. MONOSYLLABLES/DISYLLABLES

The following mono- and disyllables will be read to you, but in a different order 
than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these phrases by 
numbering their written counterparts in the order in which you hear them.
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A. Monosyllables 

   1. huâ     2. guÐn    3. wÑng    4. kÔn

   5. guä     6. huâi    7. wÖng    8. huÖng

   9. guÜ  10. wãn 11. guÐng 12. gàn

13. guÜi  14. kuÒ 15. wÐn 16. hÚn

B. Disyllables

   1. huÖnghuå     2. kuâihuÙ    3. gÓngguÐn    4. kuâihÔn

   5. huÖngguÐ     6. kuÒkång    7. guÜngkuå    8. guÐnguÐng

   9. huÖnwÖn  10. kuâguÙ 11. wÜnhÔn 12. wßguÙ

13. guÞguâi  14. wÑnnuÜn 15. wÑngwÑng 16. wãihÔn

]  TASK 2. PRONUNCIATION DRILLS

Listen carefully to the examples and try to imitate each sound. 

A. Monosyllables 

1. kuâi 2. guÜng 3. wãn 4. huâ   5. wÑng

6. guÞ 7. guÐi 8. wÖng 9. kuÐn 10. kÔn

B. Disyllables

1. gÓngguÐn 2. huÖngguÐ 3. kuÒkång 4. kuâguÙ   5. wÑngwÑng

6. wÜnhÔn 7. guÜngkuå 8. guÞguâi 9. wÑnnuÜn 10. wãihÔn

]  TASK 3. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and record 
them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and accuracy. 

A. Monosyllables 

1. huÐ 2. wãn 3. huØ 4. gàn   5. guÜn

6. wÑng 7. w×i 8. huÖng 9. kuâi 10. kuä
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B. Disyllables

1. kuÒkång 2. wÜnhÔn 3. wÑngwÑng 4. wãiguÙ   5. wÑnnuÜn

6. huÖngguÐ 7. hußguÓ 8. kuÐnkuå 9. guÞguâi 10. kàguÐ

]  TASK 4. DICTATION

Listen to the dictation items provided on the CD and write them in pinyin 
with correct tones.

   1.     2.     3.     4. 

   5.     6.     7.     8. 

   9.  10.  11.  12. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

17.  18.  19.  20. 

F Part IV

]  TASK 1. MONOSYLLABLES/DISYLLABLES

The following mono- and disyllables will be read to you, but in a differ-
ent order than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these 
phrases by numbering their written counterparts in the order in which you 
hear them.

A. Monosyllables

   1. qiÔ     2. jiâ    3. qiÖn    4. xà

   5. jiÝ     6. xiÜo    7. quÖn    8. qiÖo

   9. xiÜng  10. xÚn 11. xiÙng 12. qän

13. quÑ  14. qäng 15. yßu 16. qÞ
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B. Disyllables

   1. jiÜjiã     2. xiÜoxÒn   3. quÑxiân   4. xiÖnxiÖ

   5. jiÝju×     6. xuÖnxÔ   7. xu×xØ   8. xÒngqÒ

   9. jiàyuã     9. jiÔjäng 10. qiÜngxiÐn  11. jänxiÔ

11. juÐnqÔ  12. qÒqiã 13. qiãqà 14. qàju×

]  TASK 2. PRONUNCIATION DRILLS

Listen carefully to the examples and try to imitate each sound. 

A. Monosyllables

1. yÝ 2. quÑ 3. xuÖn 4. jiÔ   5. qiân

6. xiÖ 7. qiÐng 8. xiÙng 9. jÞn 10. xÞng

B. Disyllables

1. jiÝju× 2. jiàyuã 3. qàju× 4. jänxiÔ   5. xØngjÔn

6. xÒyÐn 7. jÒngjiÜn 8. qiÚqØng 9. jänxäng 10. qiÜngxiÐn

]  TASK 3. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and 
record them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and 
accuracy. 

A. Monosyllables

1. quÑ 2. jæn 3. quÖn 4. jän   5. jäng

6. qiÚ 7. xiÜo 8. xiÐn 9. xiÙng 10. yÐng

B. Disyllables

1. quÑxiân 2. jÔnxæn  3. quânjià 4. juÐnxiân   5. jØjæ

6. xäqà 7. qiÜngxiÐn 8. xiÙngxÒn 9. qÞng jän 10. xiÔxi
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]  TASK 4. DICTATION

Listen to the dictation items provided on the CD and write them in pinyin 
with correct tones.

   1.     2.     3.     4. 

   5.     6.     7.     8. 

   9.  10.  11.  12. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

17.  18.  19.  20. 
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2

Basic Greetings

]  TASK 1. PINYIN PRACTICE

Practice your tones and pronunciation by listening to a native speaker on 
your audio CD or multimedia CD-ROM. If you have the multimedia CD-
ROM, record yourself reading each item and then check your recording 
against the voice of the native speaker. 

1. NÞ zÜo. 2. NÞ hÜo. 3. NØn zÜo.

4. NØn hÜo. 5. LÜoshÒ hÜo. 6. LÜoshÒ zÜo.

]  TASK 2. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and record 
them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and accuracy. 
If you need help, double click the pinyin on your multimedia CD-ROM and 
the computer will read it for you. 

1. lØn 2. nØn 3. zÒ

4. shÞ 5. LÜoshÒ hÜo. 6. hÜo lÜoshÒ

7. LÜoshÒ zÜo. 8. NØn zÜo, ShØ LÜoshÒ.

 TASK 3. STROKE ORDER PRACTICE

Try to discern the stroke order of the characters provided. Practice by writing 
each of the characters in the correct stroke order, numbering the strokes as 
you write them.
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 TASK 4. RADICAL RECOGNITION

How well do you know the radicals? Look at the characters below and circle 
the radical in each of them.
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1

1
Introduction to Chinese 
Phonetics

B Part I
To complete the exercises in this section, you need either the audio CDs or 
multimedia CD-ROMs. If you have the audio CDs, follow the instructions 
below. If you have the multimedia CD-ROMs, follow their instructions (no 
hard copy necessary).

]   TASK 1. MONOSYLLABLES/DISYLLABLES

The following mono- and disyllables will be read to you, but in a differ-
ent order than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these 
phrases by numbering their written counterparts in the order in which you 
hear them.

A. Monosyllables

   1. nà           2. ná   3. læ    4. lá 

   5. dã           6. tã   7. wß    8. × 

   9. tÖi   10. dÝi 11. må 12. mßu

13. bÙ   14. bâo  15. yØ  16. yÔ

B. Disyllables

   1. fÑidÝi      2. dâod×     3. tuÙbãi     4. bÑibÐo

   5. pÜobæ      6. wådÜo    7. lÖolãi     8. tÓudæ

   9. nàlä   10. tâinâo 11. dätÚ  12. màná

13. pæbæ   14. yÒfu  15. fÐfÚ  16. nÜonæ
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]   TASK 2. PRONUNCIATION DRILLS

Listen carefully to the examples and try to imitate each sound. 

A. Monosyllables

1. tã  2. dåu  3. mÓ  4. nÖo     5. pâi 

6. fÝi  7. bÞ  8. nuÙ  9. ná  10. læ 

B. Disyllables

1. fÚyä 2. wßlÖi 3. lÖolãi 4. dÚtã    5. nÖlÖi

6. pÖpÓ 7. dâod× 8. lálä 9. tÔtou 10. fÐfÚ

]   TASK 3. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and record 
them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and accuracy. 

A. Monosyllables

1. fßu 2. mÙ 3. på 4. nà    5. lÛ

6. tã 7. dÝi  8. nâo 9. lÖi  10. bÑi

B. Disyllables

1. pãidâi 2. mÚná 3. dätÚ 4. fÝibÙ    5. m×i lÖi

6. nàlä 7. dÚtã 8. dâod× 9. tuÓluå 10. mÖimå

]  TASK 4. DICTATION

Listen to the dictation items provided on the CD and write them in pinyin 
with correct tones. 

   1.     2.     3.     4. 

   5.    6.     7.     8. 

   9.  10.  11.  12. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

17.  18.  19.  20. 
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q Part II

]  TASK 1. MONOSYLLABLES/DISYLLABLES

The following mono- and disyllables will be read to you, but in a differ-
ent order than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these 
phrases by numbering their written counterparts in the order in which you 
hear them.

A. Monosyllables 

   1. shÜn     2. sh×n    3. zhân   4. châng

   5. r×n     6. sh×ng    7. chÑ   8. chÒ

   9. cÖng  10. sÐng 11. rä 12. rã

13. rÜn  14. rÜng 15. cÓng 16. zßng

B. Disyllables 

   1. r×ngrÖn     2. cÙngrÙng     3. shÑngchÜn   4. shângshÑng

   5. zhânzhÑng     6. chÖngch×ng    7. sßngrÖn   8. shÑnshä

   9. cãshÑn  10. sångzÞ 11. c×ngcä 12. cÙngshä

13. zäcÞ  14. cÐngsÐng 15. chãnshÐn 16. shÐnshâng

]  TASK 2. PRONUNCIATION DRILLS

Listen carefully to the examples and try to imitate each sound. 

A. Monosyllables 

1. zhä 2. chã 3. shÒ 4. rã    5. zÞ

6. sÐn 7. c×ng 8. sh×n 9. châng 10. zhÓng

B. Disyllables

1. r×ngrÖn  2. zhÓngshÑng 3. c×ngcä 4. cÙngshä    5. shÐnshâng

6. chÔræ 7. zãngsång 8. chãnshÐn 9. chÔcÐo 10. cãsuß
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]  TASK 3. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and record 
them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and  accuracy. 

A. Monosyllables 

1. rÖn 2. sÓng 3. cân 4. cÖng           5. shÑn

 6. zÝn 7. zhÝng 8. chÒ 9. chÙng  10. zhßng

B. Disyllables 

1. cÐngsÐng 2. zäcÞ 3. chãnshÐn 4. rÙngzßng          5. zhânzhÑng

6. shÑnshÐn 7. chÖngch×ng 8. shãngzhÞ 9. r×ngrÖn  10. shÑnchä

]  TASK 4. DICTATION

Listen to the dictation items provided on the CD and write them in pinyin 
with correct tones.

   1.     2.     3.     4. 

   5.     6.     7.     8. 

   9.  10.  11.  12. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

17.  18.  19.  20. 

h Part III

]  TASK 1. MONOSYLLABLES/DISYLLABLES

The following mono- and disyllables will be read to you, but in a different order 
than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these phrases by 
numbering their written counterparts in the order in which you hear them.
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A. Monosyllables 

   1. huâ     2. guÐn    3. wÑng    4. kÔn

   5. guä     6. huâi    7. wÖng    8. huÖng

   9. guÜ  10. wãn 11. guÐng 12. gàn

13. guÜi  14. kuÒ 15. wÐn 16. hÚn

B. Disyllables

   1. huÖnghuå     2. kuâihuÙ    3. gÓngguÐn    4. kuâihÔn

   5. huÖngguÐ     6. kuÒkång    7. guÜngkuå    8. guÐnguÐng

   9. huÖnwÖn  10. kuâguÙ 11. wÜnhÔn 12. wßguÙ

13. guÞguâi  14. wÑnnuÜn 15. wÑngwÑng 16. wãihÔn

]  TASK 2. PRONUNCIATION DRILLS

Listen carefully to the examples and try to imitate each sound. 

A. Monosyllables 

1. kuâi 2. guÜng 3. wãn 4. huâ   5. wÑng

6. guÞ 7. guÐi 8. wÖng 9. kuÐn 10. kÔn

B. Disyllables

1. gÓngguÐn 2. huÖngguÐ 3. kuÒkång 4. kuâguÙ   5. wÑngwÑng

6. wÜnhÔn 7. guÜngkuå 8. guÞguâi 9. wÑnnuÜn 10. wãihÔn

]  TASK 3. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and record 
them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and accuracy. 

A. Monosyllables 

1. huÐ 2. wãn 3. huØ 4. gàn   5. guÜn

6. wÑng 7. w×i 8. huÖng 9. kuâi 10. kuä
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B. Disyllables

1. kuÒkång 2. wÜnhÔn 3. wÑngwÑng 4. wãiguÙ   5. wÑnnuÜn

6. huÖngguÐ 7. hußguÓ 8. kuÐnkuå 9. guÞguâi 10. kàguÐ

]  TASK 4. DICTATION

Listen to the dictation items provided on the CD and write them in pinyin 
with correct tones.

   1.     2.     3.     4. 

   5.     6.     7.     8. 

   9.  10.  11.  12. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

17.  18.  19.  20. 

F Part IV

]  TASK 1. MONOSYLLABLES/DISYLLABLES

The following mono- and disyllables will be read to you, but in a differ-
ent order than that given below. Demonstrate your understanding of these 
phrases by numbering their written counterparts in the order in which you 
hear them.

A. Monosyllables

   1. qiÔ     2. jiâ    3. qiÖn    4. xà

   5. jiÝ     6. xiÜo    7. quÖn    8. qiÖo

   9. xiÜng  10. xÚn 11. xiÙng 12. qän

13. quÑ  14. qäng 15. yßu 16. qÞ
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B. Disyllables

   1. jiÜjiã     2. xiÜoxÒn   3. quÑxiân   4. xiÖnxiÖ

   5. jiÝju×     6. xuÖnxÔ   7. xu×xØ   8. xÒngqÒ

   9. jiàyuã     9. jiÔjäng 10. qiÜngxiÐn  11. jänxiÔ

11. juÐnqÔ  12. qÒqiã 13. qiãqà 14. qàju×

]  TASK 2. PRONUNCIATION DRILLS

Listen carefully to the examples and try to imitate each sound. 

A. Monosyllables

1. yÝ 2. quÑ 3. xuÖn 4. jiÔ   5. qiân

6. xiÖ 7. qiÐng 8. xiÙng 9. jÞn 10. xÞng

B. Disyllables

1. jiÝju× 2. jiàyuã 3. qàju× 4. jänxiÔ   5. xØngjÔn

6. xÒyÐn 7. jÒngjiÜn 8. qiÚqØng 9. jänxäng 10. qiÜngxiÐn

]  TASK 3. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and 
record them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and 
accuracy. 

A. Monosyllables

1. quÑ 2. jæn 3. quÖn 4. jän   5. jäng

6. qiÚ 7. xiÜo 8. xiÐn 9. xiÙng 10. yÐng

B. Disyllables

1. quÑxiân 2. jÔnxæn  3. quânjià 4. juÐnxiân   5. jØjæ

6. xäqà 7. qiÜngxiÐn 8. xiÙngxÒn 9. qÞng jän 10. xiÔxi
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]  TASK 4. DICTATION

Listen to the dictation items provided on the CD and write them in pinyin 
with correct tones.

   1.     2.     3.     4. 

   5.     6.     7.     8. 

   9.  10.  11.  12. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

17.  18.  19.  20. 
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Basic Greetings

]  TASK 1. PINYIN PRACTICE

Practice your tones and pronunciation by listening to a native speaker on 
your audio CD or multimedia CD-ROM. If you have the multimedia CD-
ROM, record yourself reading each item and then check your recording 
against the voice of the native speaker. 

1. NÞ zÜo. 2. NÞ hÜo. 3. NØn zÜo.

4. NØn hÜo. 5. LÜoshÒ hÜo. 6. LÜoshÒ zÜo.

]  TASK 2. SIGHT-READING

Can you recognize the following items? If you can, read aloud and record 
them. Your sight-reading skills will be measured by your speed and accuracy. 
If you need help, double click the pinyin on your multimedia CD-ROM and 
the computer will read it for you. 

1. lØn 2. nØn 3. zÒ

4. shÞ 5. LÜoshÒ hÜo. 6. hÜo lÜoshÒ

7. LÜoshÒ zÜo. 8. NØn zÜo, ShØ LÜoshÒ.

 TASK 3. STROKE ORDER PRACTICE

Try to discern the stroke order of the characters provided. Practice by writing 
each of the characters in the correct stroke order, numbering the strokes as 
you write them.
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 TASK 4. RADICAL RECOGNITION

How well do you know the radicals? Look at the characters below and circle 
the radical in each of them.
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