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introduction               T   xxi

Within this anthology are also seeds of what the future may bring to 
writing in Asia. A new politically charged metaphoric style emerges in Xu 
Xi’s “Until The Next Century,” as the sensitive subject of Hong Kong’s 
arm’s-length relationship with China’s administrative patriarchy hovers 
over the story. Other observers incorporate overlays from imported televi-
sion, cinema, and pop videos. But whether looking forward or harkening 
back to colonial-era experiences, at the root of this anthology is the simple 
tradition of storytelling, the fundamental organizing ritual at the core of 
communal, agricultural life. It is in this that the writers of the Asia-Pacific 
plainly excel, and that elevates their works from quotidian documentary 
to meaningful discourse addressing both the individual’s and their soci-
eties’ moral and ethical dilemmas within the ongoing global crisis of spirit 
and meaning. As readers will discover, there is enlightenment here for the 
having.
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