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Preface

Due to the increasing prominence of East Asia on the international
stage, the success of the 1988 Seoul Olympics and the 2002 World
Cup, and Korea’s strong economy over the past few decades, overall
student enrollment in Korean language courses is on the rise. The
inclusion of the Korean language as an SAT II subject test in 1997
is another indication of growing interest in the language. In its first
year, this exam was taken by 2,447 students, the third largest group of
foreign language test-takers following Spanish and Chinese. Moreover,
“Hallyu,” or the Korean Wave phenomenon, increased the popular-
ity of Korean pop culture in many Asian countries, and has boosted
interest in Korean Studies in Asia and around the world.

With the increasing numbers of Korean language learners, more
textbooks have recently been published that provide teachers with
greater flexibility. However, many of these texts are mainly grammar
texts, creating a disconnect between students” general command of
the language, and their desire to communicate about ideas. By the
end of the first year of study, university students have acquired basic
knowledge of pronunciation and grammar, yet they lack a sophis-
ticated vocabulary. In short, specialized reading texts that integrate
Korean language and culture learning are greatly needed. Existing
textbooks neither adequately reflect students’ interest in Korean
culture nor provide a variety of tasks that will reinforce the learning

of the text. This book has been developed as a response to the lack of
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challenging, interesting materials for high intermediate and lower
advanced students of Korean.

As a non-cognate language, Korean requires a significantly longer
period of study to achieve modest proficiency, as compared to most
commonly-taught European languages. Thus, it is too challenging for
students at the second or even early third year level to read “authentic”
materials, such as Korean newspapers, magazine articles, or original
stories, without adding considerable supplements to compensate
for the linguistic difficulty. Unfortunately, these challenges result in
students giving up learning the language. With these challenges in
mind, I wrote the essays in this book myself, incorporating grammar
skills and core vocabulary, while keeping the students’ general profi-
ciency levels in mind. The original version was developed during the
mid- to late-1990s with grants from the IVY League Consortium for
Language Teaching and Learning. Over the past several years I have
further edited this text while using it as a supplement to a regular
grammar-based textbook.

Previously, it was problematic to find readings that were not
too long or difficult for language learners, and could introduce and
summarize main issues on a given topic effectively. Stylistic variations
were also an issue, and continuity of style was a consideration during
the development of this text. While learners undoubtedly benefit from
exposure to various writing styles, understanding stylistic variations

should not be the priority or the goal of instruction at this level.

TOPICS

The topics of each chapter are based on an informal survey of my

students that I conducted over several years prior to writing this book.
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Students’ interests in modern Korean culture and society, especially
daily life and social changes, are reflected in topic selection. Students at
the intermediate and advanced levels want to discuss important aspects
of Korean life and culture with acquired language skills. Intermedi-
ate and lower advanced level classes do not need “survival packages,”
such as those texts whose sole purpose is to relate information on how
to make purchases, order food in a restaurant, mail letters, etc.
Additionally, the grammar texts that are predominantly used in col-
lege courses are too easy and often tedious for heritage learners who
grew up speaking Korean. Crucially needed are more sophisticated
readings that stimulate students intellectually and address their cultural
interests. Some may argue that the readings are not ‘truly authentic’
since they were written for language learners. While the definition of
‘authentic material’ remains open to debate, it is clear that this text
is appropriate for learners who are not yet ready for more difficult

‘primary source materials.
Yy

GOALS OF THIS TEXTBOOK

There are a number of goals that I hope to achieve with this text.
Through reading effectively, I hope students will learn more grammar
and vocabulary with this textbook.

I also hope to enhance cultural understanding. The interrela-
tionship between culture and language learning is central to foreign
language education, and each chapter of the book attempts to integrate
culture into language learning. Students will not only learn Korean, but

also gain a better knowledge of Korean culture, as well as their own,

through comparative analysis.
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Finally, I believe that readers of this text will become better informed
about certain hot-button issues, and gain factual knowledge supported
by relevant statistics and history. For example, after reading about
the ‘Korea-Japan Relationship,” in Unit 18, students will be able to
pinpoint problematic issues between the two nations. Overall, this text
will help students gain linguistic proficiency and cultural knowledge,

while holding their interest and increasing their confidence level.

PRINCIPLES OF LANGUAGE TEACHING

Content-based language teaching (CBLT) and Task-based language
teaching (TBLT) are two principal approaches on which this book is
written. Since the book is a collection of essays that deal with social
and cultural aspects of Korea, CBLT is believed to be the most effective

principle that integrates language and culture. Post-reading activities
are based on TBLT.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

This text consists of twenty lessons and is intended to be taught at
a pace of ten lessons per semester. Most college and university
semesters last about fifteen weeks, and with examinations and breaks,
most instructors will be able to devote one week per lesson, and on
occasion two weeks if needed.

This book can be used not only for classroom study but for
independent self study, although some activities such as pair work or
group work may be more difficult to conduct outside the classroom.

In fact, how and for what level of students this book is used should
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be determined by each individual instructor based on his or her class

schedule, curriculum, and preferences.

ORGANIZATION

Each lesson in this text consists of seven sections and begins with

background information in English and a Unit Focus section in

Korean.

Section I is a “warm-up” section to introduce the main topic.
Section II has pre-reading questions that deal with the key points
of the lesson in Korean. Students are encouraged to think and
predict the content before they start reading the essay.

Section III is the essay itself, preceded by core vocabulary words
that are essential for students to master.

Section IV consists of post-reading comprehension questions,
designed to clarify the main ideas in the text and relate them to
the dominant themes of the lesson. These questions also include
identifying details in the reading through true and false exercises
and short answer questions.

Section V consists of vocabulary exercises. Students are given an
opportunity to reinforce their understanding of important words
and expressions in order to comprehend, read, discuss, and write
more about the designated topic.

Section VI consists of discussion questions that are beneficial
not only to oral class discussion, but also for writing practice and
composition skills.

The final section, Section VII, contains related tasks. Here,
students can do more in-depth research on any particular topic or

related activities such as writing a skit, a report, a movie critique,
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or an autobiography focused on one’s language learning experi-

ence, interviewing people, debating hot issues, creating lesson

plans, explaining the negotiation process and so on.
Each unit ends with a glossary of new words in that particular unit.
Sino-Korean characters have been included in the glossaries to
facilitate acquisition of Korean words. The book also features a main
glossary which alphabetizes all of the vocabulary, so that students can
use the book without having to refer to a separate dictionary or addi-
tional textbook. This final glossary provides English meanings of
Korean words with supplementary Sino-Korean characters. While it
does not provide usage details for words with multiple meanings,
teachers can help students with specific vocabulary as required. Books

cannot explain everything, after all!
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KOREAN POP CULTURE AND
THE “KOREAN WAVE”

Unit Focus: 20001 ©] % E-3] o}AJolol| A & #AS HaL 9
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I: BACKGROUND INFORMATION
=9

Korea’s economic advancement in the past few decades has drastically
changed people’s lifestyles. Furthermore, the development of telecom-
munications and the spread of globalization has resulted in extensive
cultural exchanges with other countries. Korean pop culture is heavily
influenced by Hollywood and American culture, and Korea, despite
vigorous debate among Koreans, has become more open to Japanese
cultural influences. How can Korea preserve its traditional culture and
further develop a distinct pop culture in a fast-changing world rife
with global pressures?
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I1: PRE-READING QUESTIONS
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IV: COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
olaf &<l
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If the following statement is true, write T; if false, write F.

LA O FESe) e ke 2444 48
Gol Age Wk ()

2 BEARE ] ARG FO] Bl AL UF L
AR WEolek ()

Cope AAH QY o] we Aol ad
ol H71& dgth. ()

6. 3+ Ut tisi-at= 1 vebule] BE38 7o)
7] wjol] ok vhe) Fahe] e W 0
etk ()

;. AT o] Y FEEE QRES 12T 5o}
oFF Wtk ()

8. F el = e SE MR = ghared shofl 4]
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Briefly answer the following questions in writing based on the
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main text.
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V: VOCABULARY EXERCISES
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Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word from the examples.

I 7w 217]

&
o = o
-7 SR =5

. Vhebsk iheh Apol 9 o1/7} BolA
SUAIAZE B R AR S R
4 P Ss 2317} 8 v Eslo] s Soigt

.

. B 5} ofo] 5o o/2 wEe
2w e Padse] AuA Qoo 27t
A A 7 o)A ke A Sichar g,

3. WS 8h= o] F0] 7k 7 e 7kt v, |
AE, syAdsS Fof V1= d=duirh 4
s °|/7} 57| &= 2t

o MRS el QRTFo] Y= 09
% wAo] A% st} A% wol
o7 2 ek,

5. 90t o] 5 szolxl jh=r g 8t
=/ m el M 9] BAEel 7S48 oby el A7
3o A G shAl el A W2 Al 7] F el A
&=z vEhuar gl

238 | Unit16 | Korean Pop Culture and the “Korean Wave”



5-2)

GRS WA AL = DA H 9l @ o] of
EREEE ()= 5ol & 4

S

UE 3 gol T Fo) A1 vlsa Bg
248,
Choose the word or expression closest in meaning to the

underlined word or expression.
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Werite the word from the main text that has the following

~

definition.
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Connect the related words.
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Circle the words that are used incorrectly.
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Vi: QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND COMPOSITION
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WORD LIST

SEE
H (5#) s} ok to change
A G = (AT K HE) standard of living
Al GE ) time and tide, years
B ) dissemination
A sHAEMEIR) A 7] TF to invigorate
HE)skoh to be in contact with
7] 2 the same as
o] &t} to lead
(&) wealth
S URER) an idol, icon
= E] (FER) retirement
k3 (58 3%) o o to announce
=4 ot to rush in, flock in
] %t} to scream
o) A (fp ) o} to be treated
7 A A FRIEET) financial security, stability
A (L)
AECRE) envy
G e () by virtue of, thanks to
A& (L)) sk to succeed
W = T} to leave out
L7 (52 i) exchange
H] FH(HEA]) §lo] taking without questioning
7N =8 (B e ) dispute over open access
Sk (R ) Korean Wave
THOES numerous
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2Ulda(FE71)
S A BE T )
T ) s
AR (H A0
A& ()
Tl

G

ApERA] T

LA A (—IRF1Y)

A 52 (B )

= SRR CAB )

copyright
‘renaissance’

box office ticket selling
to receive an award
self-pride

tradition

to imitate

shell / skin

to disappear
temporary
continuous

cultural assets
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